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Liutang
A Natural and Technological History

An illustrated account of Pelagos - an ice-covered ocean world in the Barnard's Star system - and of the
six-limbed cephalopod civilization that learned to grow tools, capture volcanic gases, build dry industry
inside the ice, and eventually cross interstellar space.

Worldbuilding edition • First illustrated release
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READER'S NOTE

The Liutangs and their homeworld Pelagos are fictional. Barnard's Star and the four confirmed planets Barnard
d, b, c and e are real. The orbital architecture, geology, biology and historical dates assigned to Pelagos are
speculative and chosen for internal scientific plausibility. Illustrations are artistic reconstructions rather than
astronomical observations.
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Chronology and Canon
A compact reference to the civilization described in this edition

LIVING AGE

Ecosystem engineering, cultivated organisms, structural reefs, filters and bioluminescent
systems.

VENT AGE

Hydrothermal chemistry reveals heat, mineral precipitation, gas streams and metal-rich
sulfide droplets.

BUBBLE AGE

Natural gas pockets inspire deliberately trapped dry chambers beneath and within the ice.

METAL AGE

Combustion, ceramics, glass and metallurgy move into pressure-balanced dry workshops.

MACHINE AGE

Robotics develops early because dangerous dry work is easier to delegate than to enter
biologically.

ICE-CITY AGE

Engineers drill upward, inject gas, then excavate sideways to create stable industrial
caverns and launch shafts.

SKY AGE

Robotic surface observatories reveal Barnard's Star, other planets and the wider universe.

CROSSING AGE

Orbital industry matures into interstellar travel, culminating in contact with human civilization
in Alpha Centauri.

CANON SNAPSHOT

STAR

Barnard's Star

HOMEWORLD

Pelagos (fictional)

ORBIT

~0.15 AU

SURFACE

Global ice shell

HABITAT

Subsurface ocean

BODY PLAN

Six limbs

RESPIRATION

Gill chamber

EARLY TECH

Biological systems

DRY INDUSTRY

Ice caverns

SPACE METHOD

Robotics + pressure craft

NEAREST TARGET

Alpha Centauri

REAL-WORLD ANCHORS

Barnard's Star lies about 5.96 light-years from the Sun. Its four confirmed close-in sub-Earth planets are Barnard d, b, c and e.
Alpha Centauri A/B lie about 4.37 light-years from the Sun; Barnard's Star and Alpha Centauri are roughly 6.48 light-years
apart. Pelagos is deliberately placed farther out as a fictional icy ocean world.
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