ABOUT THE PROJECT
Kazimir Malevich. Black Square

Appropriated Names
Kazimir Malevich. Black Square is part of Appropriated Names, an authorial documentary project created by Ukrainian filmmaker, art historian, and writer Iryna Bondarchuk.
The project explores the lives and creative legacies of artists whose biographies have often been presented without the cultural environments that shaped them. Rather than revising history, Appropriated Names seeks to enrich it by restoring overlooked cultural contexts and revealing the connections that contribute to a more complete understanding of European artistic heritage.
Each film combines historical research, archival sources, art-historical analysis, and artistic reconstruction to explore the relationship between an artist, their cultural environment, and the ideas that defined their work.
The project does not focus on questions of cultural ownership.
Instead, it asks a broader and more universal question:
How does cultural environment shape artistic identity?
The first completed films in the series explore two iconic figures of European culture from very different perspectives.
Anna & Amedeo tells the story of the artistic and emotional relationship between Anna Akhmatova and Amedeo Modigliani, revealing the creative dialogue that influenced both artists during their years in Paris.
Kazimir Malevich. Black Square returns to the formative years of one of the pioneers of modern art, exploring the cultural landscape, memories, and artistic influences that preceded the creation of Black Square.
Future films in the series will continue to examine artists whose lives and works reveal the richness of Europe's interconnected cultural history through the perspective of Ukrainian cultural context.
A distinctive feature of Appropriated Names is its combination of traditional documentary filmmaking with contemporary digital technologies.
Artificial intelligence is used as a creative instrument to reconstruct historical spaces, atmosphere, and visual environments that no longer exist, while every historical interpretation, narrative structure, and artistic decision remains entirely author-driven.
The project is built upon one fundamental belief:
Understanding an artist begins with understanding the world that shaped them.
Through documentary cinema, Appropriated Names invites international audiences to rediscover cultural memory, explore forgotten connections, and experience European art history through a broader and more inclusive perspective.

Project Mission
Returning artists to the Ukrainian cultural context.

Author
Iryna Bondarchuk
Documentary filmmaker • Art historian • Writer
Creator of the documentary project Appropriated Names

Core Principles of the Project
Research before interpretation.
Context before conclusion.
Dialogue before judgment.
Art before ideology.

