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enriches
the rest of

UNCERTAIN
EYES

PITCH DECK

A life-spanning survival story about the look people
give you when they no longer know what to expect —
and the lifelong fight to become more than their fear.

Uncertain Eyes is currently a Semi-Finalistin the
Cannes World Film Festival and was a Quarter Finalist
in both the Page Turner Screenplays Genre
Competition (2026) and the Wiki Screenplay Contest
(May 2026).

“Always try to be the cream that enriches
the rest of the cup.”

Screenplay by Gary B. Haley
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THE STORY

FROM IMPACT TO IDENTITY

SYNOPSIS

Fort Worth, 1975. Fifteen-year-old Gary is all nerve and
velocity until a freak bicycle crash turns a normal
afternoon into emergency brain surgery. Against terrible
odds, he lives — but returns to high school marked by an
orange helmet, chronic pain, and the wary stares of
classmates, teachers, and friends.

What follows is not a single comeback. It is a decades-
long recalibration: first love, shame, work, failure,
reinvention, technical mastery, fatherhood, authorship,
and the final understanding that other people’s
uncertainty does not get to define a life.

UNCERTAIN EYES

i

“The best day of your life is probably
still in your future.”
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TONE

GRAVE DANGER WITH A WRY HEARTBEAT

______ Visceral survival , ’.’

The injury and surgery are immediate, frightening, and bodily — but

the camera never loses Gary’s point of view. The tonal lane

—— P o = A true-story character drama with the

Hospital grammar jokes, awkward teen humiliation, and stubborn . memory texture of the 1970s, the
sarcasm to keep despair from taking over. @ #emotional pressure of medical survival,
= . . “
s = and the underdog satisfaction of a man
Coming-of-age ache quietly ogtworking the world’s
assumptions.

“

The orange helmet makes the invisible visible: pain, stigma, and the -
impossible task of fitting back in.

— Earnedinspiration Fear » Laughter > Alienation > Purpose

The ending is not magical recovery. It is a life assembled over
decades, one problem solved at a time. !
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GARY

A SURVIVORWHO HATES BEING TREATED LIKE ONE

At 15, Gary is fast, funny, smart, reckless, and
proud. After the accident, those same qualities

become survival tools — and sometimes liabilities.

INTERNAL CONFLICT

He wants to be seen as the same kid he was before.
Everyone else only sees the helmet and the rumor
while viewing Gary through uncertain eyes.

EXTERNAL CONFLICT

School, work, relationships, the military, and even
family repeatedly ask whether he is damaged —
while Gary keeps answering with competence.

“I promise, I'm still the same person I
was.”

UNCERTAIN EYES
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SIGNATURE SET PIECES

THE MOMENTS THAT SELL THE MOVIE
‘ The tire jump
‘ The ER wait
' The school chase
‘ The F-16 floor

‘ The injury
‘ The orange helmet

‘ The river awakening

' The final video

UNCERTAIN EYES
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STORY ENGINE

SEVEN ACTS, ONE QUESTION

Will Gary let other people’s fear define the size of his life?

Injury Surgery Recovery Back to School Spiral Success Wisdom

Love, shame, and closed GED, work, precision, and Family, writing, and a final
doors push him toward invention reshape the message turn pain into
surrender. narrative. purpose.

Consciousness becomesa Orange juice means language The helmet makes him visible

nvincible kid breaks open battlefield. — and life — returning. in the worst way.

“I need to at least act like I'm going to live a long life.”

UNCERTAIN EYES e
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UNCERTAIN EYES

A story about survival, stigma, and the long road back
to being seen.

= s >
— g -
Be the
cream that!
enriches

the rest of
thescup.

“Always try to be the cream that enriches the rest
of the cup.”

PITCH DECK

Prepared as an editable presentation deck.

UNCERTAIN EYES ¢ END
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