




They say you can start over, but if the music in your head is different, and the smells aren’t the 
same...then what? Where is that start?
 
In a single day, Marta, a young Russian migrant in Perth faces the end of her visa and the 
question of who she really is when home is nowhere to be found. 
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Morning Afternoon Night has been 
selected for major Perth festival  

CinefestOz 2026.







DIRECTORS ST TEMENT
DASHA MELNIK

Every migrant carries two versions of themselves: the person 
they left behind, and the person they’re trying to become.

Morning Afternoon Night is about the quiet grief of immigration, 
not the dramatic kind, but the everyday feeling of losing one 
version of yourself while trying to build another in a place that 
doesn’t feel familiar yet. 
It follows the emotional space between memory and survival, 
between the mother you left behind and the life you’re trying to 
build. It’s about how the past doesn’t stay in the past, it stays in 
your body, your habits, your language, your silence. 
At its core, it’s a film about not fully belonging anywhere, and 
learning how to live with that. Not by fixing it, but by simply 
continuing, moment by moment, morning, afternoon, night.

I wanted to portray immigration not as a political experience, 
but as an emotional and psychological state, a slow detachment 
from everything that once felt familiar. The inability to fully belong 
anywhere.







DASHA MELNIK  |  DIRECTOR
Dasha Melnik is a Perth based filmmaker and visual storyteller 
whose work exists somewhere between fever dreams and reality. 
Originally from Saint Petersburg, her background in journalism 
continues to shape her cinematic language, one deeply focused 
on observation, emotional truth, and the quiet complexities of 
human nature. Dasha completed her Masters of Screen Studies at 
ECU after which 
her directorial work, including the short documentary Basil 
VS Basil, featured in the “Homegrown Heroes” program 
at CinefestOZ, alongside a growing body of narrative and 
experimental projects developed in Perth’s independent film 
scene.

ANNA MARTIANOVA  |  “MARTA”
Marta is a Russian born tattoo artist and visual creative based in 
Perth. Originally from Sakhalin Island in the far east of Russia, she 
experienced immigration twice and understands what it means to 
start over from nothing. 
Like many children, Marta dreamed of becoming an actress 
one day, and being part of this film became one of the most 
memorable experiences of her life in Australia. In many ways, the 
story felt personally familiar to her…not only as a character, but 
as someone who understands the emotional complexity of living 
between different worlds. 





LIANG XU  |  DIRECTOR OF PH TOGRAPHY
Liang Xu is a bilingual cinematographer based in Perth, Australia. With 
a background in visual art and contemporary art, he studied Digital 
Media Art at Tianjin
Academy of Fine Arts before continuing film studies in Australia 
through TAFE and cinematography study at the Western Australian 
Screen Academy at ECU. His practice is influenced by a painterly 
sensibility, with a strong focus on composition, light, colour, and the 
internal structure of the frame. He approaches cinematography with a 
restrained and attentive visual language. 

MARK ZANOSOV  |  PRODUCER · EDITOR · “MARK”
Mark Zanosov is an award winning producer and editor based in 
Perth, Western Australia. His acclaimed projects, including BLUNT, 
have received recognition at events such as the WASCAS, ACS 
Awards, CinefestOZ, and WA Made.
 
Alongside managing his production company, Zanosov Films, Mark 
also works commercially as a Producer at RAZ Studios, overseeing 
projects from development through to delivery. With a keen eye for 
detail and a collaborative approach to filmmaking, he continues to 
bring ambitious cinematic projects to life.
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