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Female-rage, body-horror,
dark-comedy feature film
from the award-winning
proof-of-concept short film.

Under the
Midnight
Sun



Genre

Visual Style

Horror, Noir Thriller, 

Dark Comedy

 Dark, Cinematic

A troubled young woman, coaxed by the incessant
demonic voice of her talking chicken handbag
(Kevin Corrigan), embarks on a disturbing
obsession with stalking and eating her favorite
country singer, mANDY fANDANGLE, (Gabrielle
Sterbenz/Wheatus) in an attempt to gain her
power and talent, AND fix her OWN hellish life.

SHORT FILM SUMMARY



The Feature
Continues
After consuming her hero, Emily's life
improves dramatically, and she realizes
that she must continue to feed her flesh-
hunger in order to thrive. As the bodies
pile up, a corrupt cop finds Mandy's
discarded parts floating in a suitcase in
the East River of NYC. The cop tracks
emily down and he becomes obsessed,
stalking her RELENTLESSLY. 
But the cop has bitten off more than he
can chew...



Watch the Trailer



Emily is a young woman trapped in a cycle of rage,
frustration, and alienation. She works a
monotonous job in a warehouse (one of three
jobs), where her only confidant is an inanimate,
rubber chicken-purse called Chickenbag.
Chickenbag, who “speaks” to Emily through inner
monologues only she can hear, warns her of the
stupidity and mediocrity of humanity, which
reflects Emily's own disdain for the mundane
"idiots" around her. 

As her bitterness grows, Emily confronts her
obnoxious coworkers, her insane boss, several
successful, snobby classmates, “frienemies”,
vagrants, proprietors, and pervy men. Her
jealousy and anger boil over until she snaps.

She could be seen as a sociopath, a femme fatale,
or an anti-hero. Her mental state also reflects
the bleakness of our current collective trauma.

Emily (Ruby and Sasha Rechler)



Chickenbag appears both as the
subconscious aural hallucination
of a troubled woman, and as a
snide,  demonic voice, persuading
her to do horrific things. The
audience is free to decide.

He is a misanthropic running
commentary on the ridiculous
characters surrounding Emily, and
also a fount of collective human
urges that are usually suppressed.
He reflects many of our unhinged
inner thoughts that we keep tamped
down to avoid jail time.

Chickenbag
(Kevin Corrigan)



Detective Brian Denney is a corrupt NYPD
officer who finds body parts from Emily’s
cannibalistic activities floating in various
suitcases in the East River. Through her
careless oversight, he can track her history
through her luggage tags. Finding his
psychotic soul-mate, He becomes obsessed with
stalking Emily until the very end.

Michael ShannonMichael ShannonMichael Shannon

Detective Denney (Think: Michael Shannon)(Think: Michael Shannon)(Think: Michael Shannon)

Mr. Batista
Mr. Batista came to this country from Cuba
with nothing. He built his promotional flyer
business from scratch. He sees his employees as
family, and even though he constantly
chastizes and threatens to fire Emily or dock
her pay, he always falls for her crocodile
tears and gives her preferential treatment.

Eve Plumb
Eve Plumb is starring in a Broadway show.
Emily’s frienemy from college, Audrey O’Hara 
(a total bitch) is Eve’s co-star, thus bringing
Emily’s rage and revenge into Eve’s orbit, with
dire consequences.

(Ruben Rabasa)(Ruben Rabasa)(Ruben Rabasa)Ruben RabasaRuben RabasaRuben Rabasa

Eve PlumbEve PlumbEve Plumb



Mandy is a glamorous, gorgeous, and talented
country singer who is the epitome of what Emily
wants to become.

Mandy floats on stage in a haze of 1950's glitter
and rhinestones, singing her woeful song
“Midnight Sun” (An original written by Sterbenz
for the film)

Chickenbag convinces Emily that MAndy's song was
written about her, and that Mandy is enjoying the
fame that should be Emily’s.

Mandy is the first in a line of victims whom Emily
will kill and consume, to gain power, talent, and
glory, and to escape her hellish life.

Emily is probably not Mandy’s only stalker, but she
is the last one to see her alive.

Mandy Fandango
(Gabrielle Sterbenz of WHEATUS/”Teenage Dirtbag”)



The Cavalcade of Assholes in Emily’s Life:

Co-Workers That she lies to Perverts and ne’er-do-wellsCollege Frienemies Like Audrey O’Hara...

Who are more successful than her everyone, basically





The Setting: Gritty New YorkThe Setting: Gritty New YorkThe Setting: Gritty New York

Times Square and Broadway the mean Streets

 Dark Alleys and crusty, Old Diners of Brooklyn



HeathersHeathersHeathers Minari Naked LunchNaked LunchNaked Lunch

The Bad SeedThe Bad SeedThe Bad Seed

insprirationinsprirationinspriration
Whatever Happened to Baby Jane?Whatever Happened to Baby Jane?Whatever Happened to Baby Jane?



MinariCarrieCarrieCarrie Taxi DriverTaxi DriverTaxi Driver

MandyMandyMandy

Visual StyleVisual StyleVisual Style

Film NoirFilm NoirFilm Noir



Emily holds a grudge. When her hipster roommates exclude her, she puts poison in their food.
While working in Times Square as a costumed character, she runs into successful former
classmates. Her rage and jealousy spill over, and she explodes at them with paranoid
delusions, bragging that she has a one-woman show coming to Broadway. 

She manipulates her male co-workers and goes head-to-head with perverts and ne’er-do-
wells. She screams incoherently to chickenbag in a Brooklyn diner, and almost gets 911 called
by the owner after a foul tirade. She stalks a barista named Marcus, “Her boyfriend”, who is
about to ban her from his cafe. 

She abducts and eats her idol, Mandy,  to “become” her, appearing at the same club wearing
Mandy's scalp, dress, boots and playing her guitar. Emily's cacophonous, tone-deaf noise
performance assaults the ears of the hipsters in the club, but they eventually warm to her
"performance art" and shower her with applause and fame. Now she has the power she has
sought for so long! Suddenly, her life turns around; she has gained Mandy’s power and feels
invincible!

When her roommate comes home unexpectedly, Emily is still cleaning up the bloody mess,
eventually dumping Mandy’s body parts in a suitcase in the East River. The only problem is that
Emily leaves her luggage tag inside the bloody suitcase. A corrupt cop finds it and begins a
tireless search for her,  obtains (illegally) her private criminal and psychological records,
and becomes obsessed with her, circling her neighborhood day and night in his squad car.

the Larger story Unfolds:



Emily ghosts her roommates and moves in with a mousy, vegan artist, only to torture her with containers of bloody Mandy-meat for dinner. She
torments her new roommate constantly, steals her things and kicks the neighbor's kid down the stairs because he won’t shut up. 

She sneaks into Eve Plumb’s theater and puts crushed glass all around Audrey’s dressing room, and a noose in Eve’s room. 

She is a monster. But it’s everyone else’s fault, isn’t it? Chickenbag agrees. “The lunatics will never understand your divine halo!”

Eventually, Emily runs out of meat and must kill again or risk slipping back to her powerless self. This time, she takes Marcus hostage in his
apartment, drugging him and slicing bits of him to eat like deli meat. Meanwhile, Detective Denney is getting closer to finding Emily. Each murder
produces another suitcase of bloody parts and another, newer luggage tag, narrowing down her location.

Every time Detective Denney raids her last known address, Emily has already killed and fled the scene. But the violent cop never gives up. Eventually
their paths cross, but has he bitten off more than he can chew with this psychotic soul-mate?



Strong dialogue
and sharp quotes

Ultra Gore

STORY STRENGTHS

Female Rage

Plot Twists





 “The short film is quite intense; it conveys a message of desperation—what happens when
human beings lack the ability to communicate and express their feelings.” - Ruben Rabasa



Comparables







Levi is a D.P., writer, director, and jack-of-all-trades indie filmmaker. He has
been working in the film industry for over 20 years on studio productions and
independent projects. His latest short film, “Luke & Emma and a Gas Station on
Franklin Ave”, was acquired by The AMC Network. While developing his short
into a feature film he is also serving as the director of photography for
“Under the Midnight Sun” from Lisa Hammer, “Suh Buh Duh” with Lou Diamond
Phillips, and the series “Great Kills” (Amazon/Tubi/BloodStream) with Cathy
Moriarty, Eric Roberts and Bai ling, directed by James Merendino (SLC Punk). 

director of Photography - levi wilson

Producer  - DAREN HICKS
a seasoned production manager and producer whose career is defined by her
work on ambitious, large-scale films, most notably James Cameron’s Avatar
series, as well as Transformers, Starship Troopers, Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles, Iron Man 3, Road house, and more. Hicks has played a critical role in
guiding projects from pre-production through delivery while balancing creative
vision with logistical reality.



Watch the Short Film



New York:
Writer/Director: Lisa Hammer

212.729.3387
lisahammerasw@gmail.com

Los Angeles:
Producer: Daren Hicks

310.877-3092
darhx@me.com

CONTACT
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