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Jef f
«The d ownx»

Jeff Patterson
«The Cl own»

~65 —70 years
British

Late 1800s —1900s
Sheddi ng t he mask
STI LL HERE

«The C own» for alnpst the whole film Jeff
energes only after the Act IV natch cut —off
screen, as the vision closes.
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PHYSI QUE

Bui | d: Short and stocky, alnost squat. Not a ninble clown —a clown with weight, a solid and
not i onl ess physi cal presence.

Head: Conpl etely shaved, or nearly bald.
Skin: Deeply wrinkled, marked by decades of greasepaint.
Hands: Large, articulated, with visible veins.

Eyes: Smal | but intense. Visible through the white makeup, al nbst incongruous within the
pai nted mask. The eyes of an old man who has seen nuch.

THE MAKEUP

Base: Opaque white greasepaint over the whole face. Never fresh —always a little worn,
faded, the winkled skin show ng through.

Tears: Three vertical black lines per eye, fromthe lower |ids down the cheeks. Not stylised
but heavy, alnpst brutal. The clown is already weeping —he need not do so for real.

Mout h: Wdened in dark red. Not the bright red of the comic clowm —a deep, al nost wi ne-dark
red.

Hat: Smal | and conical, worn bordeaux/brown, slightly tilted on the shaved head.

Evolution: Act Ill, frame 15: a real tear falls and carries the black nakeup. Franme 18: the
rain di ssolves the nmakeup —the boundary between fiction and reality physically
di ssol ves on the face.
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THE COSTUME

Bor deaux circus coat with gold enbroidery and trim highly ornate but worn. Dark
hi gh-wai sted trousers. Oversized black cl own shoes. Beige/gold gloves. Bordeaux conical
Ful | makeup. He wears the costune AT ALL TIMES, even on the deserted street —he is never

of fstage: he is onstage even when no one is watching.

hat .

Dar k bordeaux overcoat. Dark bordeaux bow er hat. Brown | eather suitcase with a worn handl e.
No makeup. No conical hat. No circus coat. An ordinary old man, dressed for a London winter.

TWO STATES - ONE CHARACTER

02 / UNVASKED

«The C own» «Jef f»
Wi t e makeup, painted black tears, bordeaux No makeup. Wi nkl ed skin. Bordeaux overcoat.
conical hat, circus coat with gold enbroidery. Bow er hat. A worn suitcase. An ordinary old nan.
Al ways visible —Acts | [ N Act 1V only.
St at e: Masked St at e: Unmasked
omns: Ring - Spotlight omns: Suitcase - Fog
Audi ence: Thousands Audi ence: No one
mat ch cut

STILL HERE - Alessio Galfo - 2026



STI LL HERE Character Sheet - Jeff Patterson Page 4

PSYCHOLOGY & ARC —THE NMASK

Jeff Patterson devoted his whole |ife to the circus. He was never fanmous. He was never |oved
the way he dreaned. Hi s nask does not hide the sadness: it EXTERNALISES it. Being «still
here» is not a triunph —it is a weight he carries with dignity.

«Some masks don't cone off. They wash away.» —The filmstates it explicitly in the title
card between Act 111 and IV. Jeff's nask is not renoved: it is dissolved by water. It is not
a choice. It is a loss. Wo Jeff will becone is the question that stays open.

Water is a purifying agent throughout the film—not nerely a transition, it is what washes
identity away. The puddle is a portal. The tear is the first water that washes —born of
pain, it carries off the first black of the makeup. The rain dissolves the rest. The match
cut happens on water. Purification and | oss coincide.

The puddle is not a mrror. It is a passage. The reflection first confirns the clown, then
darkens, and within the water-mrror the show appears. Wen the | ast spectator |eaves, the
character begins to dissolve. Only at the match cut has the O own | ost his audi ence —and
with the audi ence, his mask.
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Al CONSI STENCY PROVPTS

Base pronpts to keep the character visually consistent across generations.

- Physique base

aged mal e cl owmn, ~65-70 years old, short stocky build, conpletely bald head, deeply winkled face,
| arge hands, intense small eyes visible through face paint

- Makeup (masked)

white greasepaint covering full face, three thick black vertical tear lines fromeach eye
downward, dark red painted wide nmouth, worn small conical hat in dark bordeaux, slightly tilted on
bal d head

- Costune (masked, ring + street)

ornate bordeaux / dark red circus jacket with gold enbroidery and trim worn and aged fabric, dark
hi gh-wai sted trousers, oversized black cl own shoes, beige-gold gl oves

- Costume (unmasked, Act V)

ol d man sane physical build, no face paint, weathered pale skin, dark bordeaux |ong overcoat, dark
bordeaux bow er hat, old worn brown | eather suitcase in right hand

- Environnment - Gircus

Victorian era circus interior, circular ring with dried | eaves and sawdust floor, red vel vet
curtains and drapes, wooden staircase structure center background, oil |anp and gas |ight warm
anmber gl ow, ornate wooden details, period-accurate 1890s aesthetic

- Environnent - Street

Victorian London night street, wet cobbl estone pavenent, gas |anp posts with warm orange gl ow,
dark brick Georgian terraced buil dings, heavy rain, puddles reflecting |anplight, no other people,
at nospheric fog / m st

- Mood

dark atnospheric cinematic, painterly |lighting, deep shadows, warm anber highlights, NO
oversaturated colors, NO pop aesthetic, filmc grain acceptable, enotional weight, Victorian
nmel anchol y

- Negative pronpt
col orful happy clown, nodern clothing, bright daylight, plastic appearance, cartoonish, anine
style, cheerful circus, nodern buildings, Cd-Iook, clean perfect nmakeup, young face

- Jeff Patterson -
Character Sheet - Still Here - Witten and Directed by Alessio Galfo - MWXXVI
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