
SHORT FILM 
— PRESS KITv20



2

5x Oscar-Qualifying Awards
31x Oscar-Qualifying Selections

22x International Awards
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Letterboxd	
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Watch Now
US/Canada:
Available to watch via The 
New Yorker along with an 
introduction by acclaimed 
author David Sedaris. 

Links:
The New Yorker
YouTube

UK/Europe:
Available to watch on Disney+. 

Links:
Disney+

Ireland:
Available to watch on the RTÉ 
Player.

Links:
RTÉ Player

https://www.newyorker.com/culture/screening-room/the-dream-of-finishing-ones-to-do-list-in-retirement-plan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Mqa4zfJdx4
https://www.disneyplus.com/play/39a43568-5e41-4906-9d4e-694f4c89e750
https://www.rte.ie/player/movie/retirement-plan/748721704331
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SPEC

Length 	 7min 17sec
Aspect Ratio 	 16:9 (pillarboxed 4:3)
Language	 English
Audio Format 	 dolby 5.1
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At apathy with his life, Ray 
(Domhnall Gleeson) dreams 
of the beauty and joy he will 
find in retirement.

In the throes of his 
overstimulated, energy 
poor midlife, Ray (Domhnall 
Gleeson) fantasises about 
everything he’d love to do in 
retirement, once he finally has 
the “time.” 

LOGLINE SYNOPSIS
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Trailer

Download
Watch / Download

Trailer Quotes

https://www.dropbox.com/t/QxDSgtlWKjOb35wV
https://youtu.be/JQAeLqKDVLU
https://www.dropbox.com/t/kPHfNrRSEbxKAL5k
https://youtu.be/JQAeLqKDVLU
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CAST
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Domhnall Gleeson is an 
Irish actor and writer. 
He is best known for his 
portrayal of Bill Weasley 
in the Harry Potter film 
franchise (2010-2011), 
About Time (2013), Ex 
Machina (2015) and The 
Revenant (2015).

Gleeson starred in 
Anna Karenina (2012), 
Frank (2014), Goodbye 
Christopher Robin (2017). 
He also portrayed the First 
Order’s General Hux in Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens 
(2015) and Star Wars: The 
Last Jedi (2017).

Domhnall Gleeson
as Ray
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CREW
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Tara Lawall
Co-Writer

Tara Lawall is a writer in 
New York City. She has 
two published humor 
books, “Too Many 
Milks” and “This Little 
Piggy Went to Market 
in the City.” She is also 
an Executive Creative 
Director in Advertising at 
Rethink NY. This is her first 
short film. 

John Kelly
Director / Co-Writer

John Kelly is a filmmaker 
specialising in animation. 
He studied at the Royal 
College of Art in London, 
and lives and works 
in Dublin, Ireland. His 
film RETIREMENT PLAN 
Won the Jury Prize for 
Best Animated Short 
at SXSW 2025. He’s 
currently developing a 
feature-length animated 
documentary, alongside 
too many other things.
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Julie Murnaghan
Producer

Andrew Freedman
Producer

Julie Murnaghan is a 
freelance producer. 
She lived in London for 
10 years and worked 
with some of the 
world’s finest animation 
talent. Returning to her 
hometown of Dublin, she 
has continued to work 
with some remarkable 
directors.

Andrew is a producer and 
co-founder of Venom Films 
and Antidote Films, with a 
strong track record in both 
drama and documentary. 
With a diverse range of 
projects and international 
recognition, Andrew has 
built a reputation for 
producing engaging, high-
quality films.
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Marah Curran
Animator

Eamonn O’Neill
Animator

Marah Curran and I’m 
a freelance animator 
and illustrator  living in 
Wicklow, Ireland. 

Marah has worked in the 
animation industry for over 
ten years, on a variety of 
children’s TV series and 
commercials. Some clients 
of hers include Netflix, 
Nickelodeon, BBC, 
McDonalds and the New 
York Times. 

Eamonn studied at the 
National Film School in 
Dublin and at the Royal 
College of Art in London. 

He began working 
professionally in 2009. 
Since then, his work 
has won several awards 
including a BAFTA 
nomination and an Art 
Director’s Club Young Gun.

He lives and works in Co. 
Wicklow, Ireland. 
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Behind the Scenes

Scene Design Animation (pt1) Animation (pt2)

Click to watch short behind the 
scenes films explaining the process 
behind Retirement Plan:

https://youtu.be/8X2U35oJHbM
https://youtu.be/8X2U35oJHbM
https://youtu.be/AGh8ImlXeik
https://youtu.be/8X2U35oJHbM
https://youtu.be/8X2U35oJHbM
https://youtu.be/AGh8ImlXeik
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SELECTED AWARDS

🏆 SXSW Grand Jury Award — Animated Short Competition (OSCAR Qualifier) 
🏆 SXSW Audience Award — Animated Short Competition  
🏆 Animation Dingle, March 2025, Best Irish Professional Short (OSCAR Qualifier)

🏆  Irish Film Festa, March 2025, Best Short Film

🏆  Irish Film Festa, March 2025, Student Jury Award

🏆 Athens Int. Film + Video Festival, April 2025, Special Jury Mention

🏆 Irish Animation Awards, May 2025, Best Animated Short 
🏆 Bali International Film Festival, May 2025, Best Animated Short (OSCAR Qualifier)

🏆 Guadalajara International Film Festival, June 2025, Honorable Mention

🏆 Palm Springs Int. Shortfest, June 2025, USA, Best of the Festival Award  (OSCAR Qualifier)

🏆 Indy Shorts International Film Festival, July 2025, USA, Comedy Award

🏆 Rhode Island Int. Film Festival, August 2025, Audience Choice Award Animation

🏆 Calgary Int. Film Festival, September 2025, Best Animated Short Film

🏆 Calgary Int. Film Festival, September 2025, Audience Award Winner, Best Animated Short

🏆 Short Com Int. Comedy Film and Animation Festival, September 2025, Best Animation 

🏆 Newport Beach Film Festival, October 2025, Outstanding Animated Short

🏆 Bucheon International Animation Festival, October 2025, Jury Special Mention

🏆 Dublin Animation Film Festival, November 2025, Best Storytelling

🏆 Dublin Animation Film Festival, November 2025, Audience Award

🏆 San Jose International Short Film Festival, November 2025, Audience Choice Award
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SCREENINGS
•	Galway Film Fleadh, July 2024, Ireland (World Premiere)
•	Dublin International Film Festival, February 2025, Ireland	
•	SXSW, March 2025, USA (International Premiere) 
•	Kaboom Animation Festival, March 2025, Netherlands	
•	Animation Dingle, March 2025, Ireland
•	Irish Film Festa Rome, March 2025, Italy
•	Aspen Shortsfest, March 2025, USA
•	The Los Angeles Festival of Movies, April 2025, USA	
•	Athens International Film And Video Festival, April  2025, USA
•	RiverRun International Film Festival, April 2025, USA	
•	San Francisco International Film Festival, April 2025, USA	
•	Atlanta Film Festival, April 2025, USA	
•	Pictoplasma, April 2025, Germany	
•	Flatpack Festival, May 2025, UK	
•	Seattle International Film Festival, May 2025, USA
•	Irish Animation Awards, May 2025, Ireland
•	Fastnet Film Festival, May 2025, Ireland
•	Balinale, June 2025, Indonesia
•	SXSW London, June 2025, UK
•	Animafest Zagreb, June 2025, Croatia
•	Lighthouse International Film Festival, June 2025, USA
•	Guadalajara International Film Festival, June 2025, Mexico
•	Southside Film Festival, June 2025, USA
•	Norwegian Short Film Festival, June 2025, Norway

•	Palm Springs Shortfest, June 2025, USA
•	Psarokokalo International Short Film Festival, July 2025, Greece
•	Prescott Film Festival, July 2025, USA
•	Indy Shorts International Film Festival, July 2025, USA
•	Melbourne International Film Festival, August, 2025, Australia
•	Hollyshorts, August, 2025, USA
•	Vashon Film Festival, August, 2025, USA
•	Indie Street Film Festival, August, 2025, USA
•	Fantoche, September 2025, Switzerland
•	Lake County Film Festival, September 2025, USA
•	Viborg Animation Festival, September 2025, Denmark
•	Atlantic International Film Festival, September 2025, Canada
•	Calgary International Film Festival, September 2025, Canada
•	Nashville Film Festival, September 2025, USA
•	Charlotte Film Festival, September 2025, USA
•	Funcinema, September 2025, Argentina
•	Encounters Film Festival, September 2025, UK
•	Cordillera International Film Festival, September 2025, USA
•	Short Com Int Comedy Film and Animation Festival, September 2025, UK        
•	Weird Market & Festival, September 2025, Spain
•	Dinard British & Irish Film Festival, October 2025, France
•	Bolton Film Festival, October 2025, UK
•	OFFline Film Festival, October 2025, Ireland   
•	Bend Film Festival, October 2025, USA   
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SCREENINGS (cont.)
•	Heartland international film festival, October 2025, USA   
•	Sapporo Short Film Festival, October 2025, Japan
•	Santa Fe International Film Festival, October 2025, USA      
•	San Jose International Short Film Festival, October 2025, USA
•	Chicago International Film Festival, October 2025, USA
•	Newport Beach Film Festival, October 2025, USA
•	Philadelphia Film Festival, October 2025, USA
•	Animation is Film, October 2025, USA
•	The Chilliwack Independent Film Festival, October 2025, Canada
•	Naples International Film Festival, October 2025, USA
•	Bucheon International Animation Festival, October 2025, Korea
•	SCAD Savannah Film Festival, October 2025, USA
•	Bitbang, October 2025, Argentina
•	Norwich Film Festival, November 2025, UK
•	Aesthetica Short Film Festival, November 2025, UK
•	Coronado Island Film Festival, November 2025,
•	Leeds International Film Festival, November 2025,   
•	Sulmona International Film Festival, November 2025,
•	Dublin Animation Film Festival, November 2025,
•	Cinanima, November 2025, Portugal
•	Linea D’Ombra Festival, November 2025, Italy
•	Manchester Animation Festival, November 2025, UK
•	Key West Film Festival, November 2025, USA
•	Foyle Film Festival, November 2025, UK

•	Three Rivers Film Festival, November 2025, USA
•	New York City Short Film Festival, November 2025, USA
•	Leuven International Short Film Festival, November 2025, Belgium
•	London International Animation Festival, November 2025, UK
•	Glas Animation Festival, November 2025, USA 
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Press
•	 Deadline — Domhnall Gleeson On Giving Voice To Oscar Hopeful ‘Retirement Plan’
•	 The New Yorker — The Dream of Finishing One’s To-Do List in “Retirement Plan”
•	 Deadline — The ‘Panic Attack’ Inspired Domhnall Gleeson Animated Short ‘Retirement Plan’
•	 Animation World Network - Shorts in Focus: John Kelly’s ‘Retirement Plan’
•	 Cartoon Brew — 2026 Oscars Short Film Contenders: ‘Retirement Plan’ Director John Kelly
•	 Animation Magazine — How John Kelly Made His Award-Winning, ‘Retirement Plan’
•	 Variety — Palm Springs International ShortFest Winners
•	 RTÉ — Irish Animation Awards 2025 Winners announced in Galway
•	 The Michigan Daily — SXSW 2025: Animated Shorts Highlights
•	 Animation Obsessive — Dreaming of Retirement
•	 Film & TV Business — A Delicate Animated Short Blending Humour and Heartfelt Depth
•	 Overly Honest Reviews— How Long Can You Put Off Your Dreams? 
•	 Movie Jawn — In under seven minutes RETIREMENT PLAN makes one feel all the feels
•	 Horror Buzz — Retirement Plan SXSW Review
•	 Image Magazine — My Life in Culture: John Kelly Interview
•	 The Oscar Project Podcast— Filmmaker Interview with John Kelly

https://deadline.com/2026/02/domhnall-gleeson-on-retirement-plan-short-oscar-nomination-1236727016/
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/screening-room/the-dream-of-finishing-ones-to-do-list-in-retirement-plan
https://deadline.com/2025/09/john-kelly-retirement-plan-interview-domhnall-gleeson-1236546521/
https://www.awn.com/animationworld/shorts-focus-john-kellys-retirement-plan
https://www.cartoonbrew.com/shorts/2026-oscars-short-film-contenders-retirement-plan-director-john-kelly-255343.html
https://www.animationmagazine.net/2025/08/how-irish-director-john-kelly-made-hs-oscar-qualified-crowd-pleasing-retirement-plan/
https://variety.com/2025/film/news/2025-palm-springs-international-shortfest-winners-list-1236443698/
https://www.rte.ie/kids/2025/0526/1514967-irish-animation-awards-2025-winners/
https://www.michigandaily.com/arts/film/sxsw-2025-animated-shorts-highlights/
https://animationobsessive.substack.com/i/157949843/dreaming-of-retirement
https://film-business.com/2025/02/28/john-kellys-retirement-plan-a-delicate-animated-short-blending-humour-and-heartfelt-depth/
https://mailnewsgroup.com/ohmr/how-long-can-you-put-off-your-dreams/
https://www.moviejawn.com/home/2025/3/10/retirement-plan?fbclid=PAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAabC5mvxnRCfK4DrYXGD3M6Zzigb9x2I6YWbAbtLadlSt7PlixMeczODNAk_aem_Ov-2Er-21-hXzJX4rb3qTQ
https://horrorbuzz.com/movies/retirement-plan-sxsw-2025/?fbclid=PAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAaZhLt23H2O4HIhCvNU4TsWtnvL7xgBpz96sy88R13zFMrTWNzmC1-Ct6-M_aem_XT2urjgIwuoB0y2ZCKP95A
https://www.image.ie/living/my-life-in-culture-irish-director-john-kelly-951004
https://theoscarprojectpodcast.buzzsprout.com/788981/episodes/16878458-3-27-filmmaker-interview-with-john-kelly
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Film Festival Diary Behind the Scenes:
Inspiration

•	 Youtube
•	 Instagram

•	 Youtube
•	 Instagram

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3pkhTcTYZBE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZBKx5jU3vs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3pkhTcTYZBE
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DJ61HZJMZ5L
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZBKx5jU3vs
https://www.instagram.com/p/DRRwYEIjJeU/
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Download Assets

Download
Visual Assets
•	5x stills 
•	Teaser
•	Poster
•	Director Photo

Download
Text Assets 

•	Film info
•	Credits
•	Biographies
•	Screening Info

https://www.dropbox.com/t/leTiCYDQxUMZMneX
https://www.dropbox.com/t/leTiCYDQxUMZMneX
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/scl/fi/9jv523k780fr0rbovhil2/RetirementPlan_JK_FilmInfo.rtf?rlkey=dcdp9yuqcvd862v9vu4uc4abz&dl=0
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/scl/fi/9jv523k780fr0rbovhil2/RetirementPlan_JK_FilmInfo.rtf?rlkey=dcdp9yuqcvd862v9vu4uc4abz&dl=0
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PR: cls@londonflairpr.com 

Animation PR benoit@animationshowcase.com
Film Sales: info@network-irl-tv.com

Director: john@dolphinsbarnpictures.com
Website: www.retirementplanfilm.com

Instagram: @retirementplan_film

mailto:cls%40londonflairpr.com?subject=
mailto: benoit@animationshowcase.com
mailto: info@network-irl-tv.com
mailto: john@dolphinsbarnpictures.com
https://www.retirementplanfilm.com
https://www.instagram.com/retirementplan_film/

