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 The film has received funding from “Filmed in NC,"” made ‘\ i )’
avalilable through the North Carolina Film Office and the
Cucalorus Foundation. 1 LAMBDALITERARY

« We are also a 2026 AAPI Renaissance Rally Finalist, a
program sponsored by Gold House and Seed & Spark.

« The script for “In This Moment” was workshopped at the 2025
Lambda Literary Writers’ Retreat, where Writer/Director Mike
Talplacido participated as a Fellow.

 This i1s Mike Talplacido’s feature directorial debut.

« He previously directed two short films: To Ken with Love
(2023), which premiered at NewFilmmakers LA, and The
Manalos (2025), which premiered at the Los Angeles
Children’s Film Festival held at WONDERCON.

o The cast is led by John Wilkins lll (The Menu) and Zeus Oira
(Talk to Me), with supporting cast: Sue Pratt (The Summer |
Turned Pretty) and Alan Richards (House of Cards).

« Mike is also the creator of #DONT, a stage play that premiered
at Hollywood Fringe in 2023, where it received an Honorable
Mention award for Best New Play.
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Updated: Nov. 20, 2025 at 5:52 AM PST
NEW HANOVER COUNTY, N.C. (WECT) - Cucalorus
has awarded $12,000 to filmmakers in North Carolina to

Prepared by Feed The 2025 recipients are:

support independent film projects through the Filmed in
NG Fund.

e Mike Talplacido for In This Moment, a narrative
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Mike Talplacido for “In This Moment”
Pooja Lakshmi for “Recipes from Home"

 about a Filipino American w

Priya Sircar for “Fall into Night”

Robert Cummins for “PETAL"

Rodrigo Dorfman for “The Dream of the Bear”
Shannon Silva for “| Am A Burning Planet:
Disability, Climate Crisis and Migration”

WECT NEWS CUCALORUS GMA NEWS MONITOR



https://www.wect.com/2025/11/20/cucalorus-awards-12000-filmmakers-across-nc/
https://www.wect.com/2025/11/20/cucalorus-awards-12000-filmmakers-across-nc/
https://www.cucalorus.org/cucalorus-awards-12000-to-15-north-carolina-filmmakers/
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https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/showbiz/showbizabroad/955596/mike-talplacido-on-diversity-in-hollywood-and-making-his-debut-film-in-this-moment/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/showbiz/showbizabroad/955596/mike-talplacido-on-diversity-in-hollywood-and-making-his-debut-film-in-this-moment/story/
https://marketmonitor.com.ph/cameras-roll-for-fil-am-director-on-interracial-lgbtqia-in-north-carolina/
https://marketmonitor.com.ph/cameras-roll-for-fil-am-director-on-interracial-lgbtqia-in-north-carolina/
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AFTER A BETRAYAL SHAT& IR MARRIAGE A FILIPINO AMERICAN ¢

WRITER AND HIS HUSBAND NAVI 46l E, GUIL T, GRIEF, AND THE
QUIET LABOR OF CARE AS THEY FACEMHETONG ROAD BACK TO ON
ANOTHERS S -
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THEMES

A loving LGB'TQ Journey towards

marriage 1n shambles forgiveness & redemption

Set in North Carolina




7’“/””@’&/“// OUR ELEVATOR PITCH

o Think of ‘In This Moment’ as MARRIAGE STORY meets PAST LIVES, but it's set in THE
SOUTH and featuring an interracial LGBTQ couple.

o Tonally, it has hints of CALL ME BY YOUR NAME and GOD’S OWN COUNTRY
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ELILLEN B. JENNIFER “WALKER
WILLIAMS FRANCES BLACKSTON
EMILY LORENA .iPAUL

ed, “Dawd s confident,
charming coworker and

confidence former hookup: ="
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David’s sister. Sharp,
sarcastic, and
emotionally avoidant.

- “-.“Wl' =

‘Eldest sister o BEW
motlonally
ompllcated

| — t"-




SUPPORTING CAS'T 9

AUSTIN = [LISA ERIN ANN HIRO BRICE LILY @
BUSBIN MERRITT ELLIOTT ORTIZ 1 ’ THOMAS PATEL
WHOT GUY DEBBIE DR. VICKIE b = 8 rco 4 GILLIAN
The guy LUIS hooked Emily and Shari’s 5 Emily and.Shaiﬁ.’;Is Friend of Emily and ‘uis’s older gay friend. Luis’'s book editor; ‘.-
up with. % friend: friendly, social, Mend; a doctor. Shari. lise, direct, and supportive and friendly.
‘ casually competitive. ? }eply supportive.
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OFFICIAL TRAILER
LINK TO TRAILER



https://youtu.be/kUHmb9q-yp0
https://youtu.be/kUHmb9q-yp0

WRITER/DIRECTOR
e Veffrcnt

« Born in the Philippines, now based in WA state

« Host of “Kiss My Mike” podcast

« Author of “Kiss My Mike” memoir

« Writer/Director: To Ken With Love (short), The
Manalos (short), In This Moment (feature)

« CEO & Founder of KMM Ventures

Background:

Accolades:

« 2025 Fellow, Lambda Literary Retreat for
Emerging LGBTQ Writers

« 2025 “Filmed in NC" grant recipient

« 2025 Screenwriting Finalist, Asian American
International Film Festival, #DONT

« 2023 NewFilmmakers LA alum, “To Ken With
Love” short film; Best Narrative Short winner,
Honolulu Rainbow Film Festival

« 2023 Hollywood Fringe, Best New Play
Honorable Mention, #DONT

https://www.instagram.com/kissmymike_official/




DIRECTOR’S STATEMEN'T

In This Moment is the most personal story I've written to date.

As a queer Filipino immigrant living in the American South, |'ve
spent much of my life navigating the intersections of identity,
authenticity, and belongingness.

This film reflects those experiences.

So often, queer love stories are either romanticized or tragic,
but rarely do we see the quiet and complicated aftermath of
caregiving, betrayal, and long-term partnership strains,
especially among queer People of Color.

This film gives space to that emotional complexity while
reflecting underrepresented narratives.

| also wrote this story because | am tired of not seeing Filipino
American characters centered Iin dramatic cinema.
Representation still matters, not just in celebratory or joyful
portrayals, but also in stories that acknowledge our flaws, grief,
desires, and resilience. By placing these characters in a
Southern suburban setting, I'm also reclaiming a space where
many of us live but are seldom seen onscreen.

With this debut feature, I'm ready to take a bold step forward.

mike.talplacido@gmail.com
973-727-3587

IN THIS MOMENT

Written by

MIKE TALPLACIDO




e TEAM: MAJORIFY-AAPI
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Mike Talplacido Miralee Menzies Lily Patel Jeremy Ong Presley Paras
Writer/Director Producer Producer Producer Cinematographer
Executive Producer
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George Pham Fred Laguerdr Seth Dacio Rasec Marc Randal Kamradt Jr.
1ACH ¥ Grip Editor Composer VFX Artist



















SCHEDULE AND NEXT STEPS

P
9 o g Post Production 2 L]

p ot Production Final Cut 4

" (August 2025) (Jan-May 202@: .

Development
*(U%h-Dec 2024)

s ® mtribution & Release
(Late 2026 or Early 2027)
I

Pre-Production Post, Produc?o‘# Iilvals & Markets

(Jan-July 2025) ~ = Picture Lock }QOZG onwards)

| (Sept- Dec 2025)
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