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The film has received funding from “Filmed in NC,” made
available through the North Carolina Film Office and the
Cucalorus Foundation.
We are also a 2026 AAPI Renaissance Rally Finalist, a
program sponsored by Gold House and Seed & Spark.
The script for “In This Moment” was workshopped at the 2025
Lambda Literary Writers’ Retreat, where Writer/Director Mike
Talplacido participated as a Fellow.
This is Mike Talplacido’s feature directorial debut.
He previously directed two short films: To Ken with Love
(2023), which premiered at NewFilmmakers LA, and The
Manalos (2025), which premiered at the Los Angeles
Children’s Film Festival held at WONDERCON.
The cast is led by John Wilkins III (The Menu) and Zeus Oira
(Talk to Me), with supporting cast: Sue Pratt (The Summer I
Turned Pretty) and Alan Richards (House of Cards).
Mike is also the creator of #DONT, a stage play that premiered
at Hollywood Fringe in 2023, where it received an Honorable
Mention award for Best New Play.
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AFTER A BETRAYAL SHATTERS THEIR MARRIAGE, A FILIPINO AMERICAN
WRITER AND HIS HUSBAND MUST NAVIGATE GUILT, GRIEF, AND THE
QUIET LABOR OF CARE AS THEY FACE THE LONG ROAD BACK TO ONE

ANOTHER.

LOGLINELOGLINE



Set in North Carolina A loving LGBTQ
marriage in shambles

Journey towards
forgiveness & redemption

THEMESTHEMES



Think of ‘In This Moment’ as MARRIAGE STORY meets PAST LIVES, but it’s set in THE

SOUTH and featuring an interracial LGBTQ couple.

In a nutshell:In a nutshell: OUR ELEVATOR PITCHOUR ELEVATOR PITCH

Tonally, it has hints of CALL ME BY YOUR NAME and GOD’S OWN COUNTRY



ZEUS OIRA JOHN WILKINS III
LUIS DAVID

A quiet, caring writer
overwhelmed by caregiving, his
marriage, and unresolved family

issues.

Luis’s husband. A
hardworking professional

trying to juggle a demanding
job and caring for his aging

father.

CASTCAST



SUPPORTING CASTSUPPORTING CAST

David’s sister. Sharp,
sarcastic, and
emotionally avoidant.

ELLEN B.
WILLIAMS

EMILY GEORGE

David’s father. Frail,
stubborn, and old-
fashioned.

ALAN
RICHMOND

SHARI

Emily’s wife.
Grounded, warm, and
observant. Offers quiet
stability and support to
Emily.

SUE 
PRATT

LORENA

Eldest sister of Luis.
Emotionally
complicated.

JENNIFER
FRANCES

ALYSSA 
OLSON
MICHELLE

David’s boss. Polished,
and can command a
room with confidence
& authority.

WALKER
BLACKSTON
PAUL

David’s confident,
charming coworker and
former hookup.



The guy LUIS hooked
up with.

DR. VICKIE

Emily and Shari’s
friend; a doctor.

DEBBIE

Emily and Shari’s
friend; friendly, social,
casually competitive.

JO

Friend of Emily and
Shari.

AUSTIN
BUSBIN

HOT GUY

LISA
MERRITT

ERIN ANN
ELLIOTT

HIRO
ORTIZ

SUPPORTING CASTSUPPORTING CAST

MARCO

Luis’s older gay friend.
Wise, direct, and
deeply supportive.

GILLIAN

Luis’s book editor;
supportive and friendly.

BRICE
THOMAS

LILY
PATEL



OFFICIAL TRAILEROFFICIAL TRAILER
LINK TO TRAILERLINK TO TRAILER

https://youtu.be/kUHmb9q-yp0
https://youtu.be/kUHmb9q-yp0


Mike TalplacidoMike Talplacido
WRITER/DIRECTORWRITER/DIRECTOR

Acco lades :

2025 Fe l low ,  Lambda  L i te ra r y  Re t rea t  fo r
Emerg ing  LGBTQ Wr i te rs
2025 “F i lmed  in  NC”  g ran t  rec ip ien t
2025 Screenwr i t i ng  F ina l i s t ,  As ian  Amer ican
In te rna t iona l  F i lm  Fes t i va l ,  #DONT
2023 NewF i lmmakers  LA  a lum,  “To  Ken  Wi th
Love”  sho r t  f i lm ;  Bes t  Nar ra t i ve  Shor t  w inne r ,
Hono lu lu  Ra inbow F i lm  Fes t i va l
2023 Ho l l ywood F r inge ,  Bes t  New P lay
Honorab le  Ment ion ,  #DONT

Background :

Born  i n  the  Ph i l i pp ines ,  now based  in  WA s ta te
Hos t  o f  “K iss  My  M ike”  podcas t
Au tho r  o f  “K iss  My  M ike”  memo i r
Wr i te r /D i rec to r :  To  Ken  Wi th  Love  (sho r t ) ,  The
Mana los  (sho r t ) ,  I n  Th is  Moment  ( fea tu re )
CEO &  Founder  o f  KMM Ventu res

https://www.instagram.com/kissmymike_official/https://www.instagram.com/kissmymike_official/https://www.instagram.com/kissmymike_official/https://www.instagram.com/kissmymike_official/



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENTDIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
I n  Th is  Moment  i s  the  mos t  pe rsona l  s to r y  I ’ ve  wr i t t en  to  da te .

As  a  queer  F i l i p ino  immig ran t  l i v i ng  i n  the  Amer ican  Sou th ,  I ’ ve
spen t  much  o f  my  l i f e  nav iga t i ng  the  i n te rsec t ions  o f  iden t i t y ,
au then t ic i t y ,  and  be long ingness .

Th is  f i lm  re f l ec ts  those  exper iences .

So  o f ten ,  queer  l ove  s to r i es  a re  e i the r  romant ic i zed  o r  t r ag ic ,
bu t  ra re l y  do  we  see  the  qu ie t  and  comp l ica ted  a f te rmath  o f
ca reg i v ing ,  be t raya l ,  and  long- te rm pa r tne rsh ip  s t ra ins ,
espec ia l l y  among queer  Peop le  o f  Co lo r .

Th i s  f i lm  g i ves  space  to  tha t  emot iona l  comp lex i t y  wh i l e
re f l ec t i ng  under rep resen ted  na r ra t i ves .

I  a l so  wro te  th i s  s to r y  because  I  am t i r ed  o f  no t  see ing  F i l i p ino
Amer ican  cha rac te rs  cen te red  i n  d ramat ic  c inema .
Represen ta t ion  s t i l l  ma t te rs ,  no t  j us t  i n  ce leb ra to ry  o r  j oy fu l
po r t raya l s ,  bu t  a l so  i n  s to r i es  tha t  acknowledge  ou r  f l aws ,  g r i e f ,
des i res ,  and  res i l i ence .  By  p lac ing  these  cha rac te rs  i n  a
Southe rn  suburban  se t t i ng ,  I ’m  a l so  rec la im ing  a  space  where
many  o f  us  l i ve  bu t  a re  se ldom seen  onsc reen .

Wi th  th i s  debu t  fea tu re ,  I ’m  ready  to  take  a  bo ld  s tep  fo rward .

SC
RIP

TIN THIS MOMENT

Written by

MIKE TALPLACIDO

mike.talplacido@gmail.com
973-727-3587



T E A M :  M A J O R I T Y  A A P I

Miralee Menzies
Producer

Mike Talplacido
Writer/Director

Executive Producer

Lily Patel
Producer

Jeremy Ong
Producer

Presley Paras
Cinematographer

George Pham
1  ACst

Fred Laguerder
Grip

Seth Dacio
Editor

Rasec Marc
Composer

Randal Kamradt  Jr.
VFX Artist
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SCHEDULE AND NEXT STEPSSCHEDULE AND NEXT STEPS

Pre-Production
(Jan-July 2025)

Production
(August 2025)

Development
(Jan-Dec 2024)

Post Production 1
Picture Lock

(Sept-Dec 2025)

Post Production 2
Final Cut

(Jan-May 2026)

Festivals & Markets
(June 2026 onwards)

Distribution & Release
(Late 2026 or Early 2027)



        mike.talplacido@gmail.com

        @kissmymike_official

CONTACT

kmmventures.com
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