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Toby Smith

R
The Kid Brother
Moves Into The
Tennis Spotlight

HEN MARK KEIL was 8
teen-age tennis player, he
wondered if he'd ever be
le to beat his sister,
mpra

Kall has since beaten 0
Boris Becker, Stefan Edberg and the
d-m-laku Lmn in the United States.

ompeted for Albuquer-
o High School, he couldn't
' college tht woud give b the
timo of day.

Eight years later he ranks 26th In the
wurm

i Keil was a senior at Highland
uun. i University af New Megiee's
tennis conch told him be didn't have any
scholarship maney left to give him,

1s on a course to earn
in prize money,
How does one explain the state's most
e professional tennis player?
“If you want something in life,” Keil
suld the other day by telenhme from his
, Fla, "y can du. it 1

eil, 25, grew up in Albuquerque, in
lh: lhldw of his sister, Kathrin, &
celebrated junior star five years
senior. hrin, Mark learned the
game at Four Hills Cmu:lrr Club from
Mary Beth Kessler. But unlike Kathrin,
he lacked commitment 1 had a temper
as a kid," he said. “I was & nut case.”
He also was mediocre. When Kathrin
was 12, she was winning na tourne-
ments. Her kid brother at the same age
couldn't get ranked higher than third in
the Southwest.

Only when he reached 14 or 15 did be
Bet serious about the sport, and much of
the reason, his mother, Ros
admits, was because Kathrin had left
New Me: and had taken her some-
what intimidating shadow with her.
Thinl:r But No Thanks

g his last year at Highland, Keil

was 270 in singles and won the New
Mexic school AAAA championship
Sull, after he wrote ta 125 Division T
colleges only three or four responded.

University of New Mexico coach
David Geatz told Keil that he couldn't
help him, Keil went off to look at the
Uni«eralr.) of South Florida, on
few schools to reply to his letters. When
Keil returned, Geatx said & -chulmw
had opened. But Keil by now had
already signed with South Florida,

ke 1 ever made,”

T sy,

‘The best thing Keil ever did was 1o
leave New Mexico, “Players who grow
up in Albuquerque, they don't learn
groundstrokes. The altirude forces them
to,dust serve and volley. A there's no
a lot of compet

n Florida, L S vl ot e
is groundstrokes, especially his return
of nérvice, which has since bocome the
signature of his doubles play

In his junjor year, with the support of
i Japanese businessman, Keil turned
professional, He spent two vears playing
satellite events in countries lke Ni
and Malaysia, o 1991, at & grass tune-up
tourmament for Wirbiedon, Kell beat
Sampras, the relgnind U.5. Open chars
pior st day of my life,” he said. Last
Vear, Kell tsamed ¥t Deve Bandal of

Birmingham, Als., daubles at
11 S30000 Pk Coamplanatipn in
Scottadale, Ariz.

Doubling His Pleasure

Kuhnen. At the sweek =)
Atrica beat an{n Grabb,
America's czlnndn.
Thmm with still another
‘ner, Christo Van Re; of
Africa, Kell won the at the
$500,000 Salem Open. Mm
Individually in doubles Keil
42nd in the world. He and Randall
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Erosion Worst

On Lasorda

By Jim Donaghy

T ABBOCIATED PRESS

mr have
Bt
.!m“hﬂﬁ"mnﬁlﬂ:rwm

" Dodgers
Fame bmdnm “Vin Scully
waid. “We sit togetber on the bus every-
day during & rosd trip. OIf the air, 1
really feel bad for what be's gy
through. But [ cant convey that

every manager in
h--mnmm.uymuusm
ol e e ol his sescn is
e e T e e
Angeles lost 13f its frst 21 games, nd

headed home this week after & 16 road

lnll:elrn.mllpmu.ﬂ!
226 a5 & team. On the

E

meone.
lelmbu:u:haem;mn:ﬂy
trying

h:ﬂuln.lluﬂu e GRS
alva

probably look at me sometimes

The Slide

Los Angeles Dodgers manager
mﬂn.ﬂmmw.mm

and feel sorry. It's & sad situation. Wi
came out of spring training with hlh
bapes, self-confidence and 4 kot of opti-
mism. But I'm still confident these guys
mn reach their level”
sorda has been around long enough
|..sm-mmml|ulemammknm

=
Lasorda, shown hers arguing with

mmmmr—maﬂu

the season. But as Yogi once mid, it's
getting late early

“Every team (n baseball, no matter
how good they are, is going to win 54

games and every team, no matler how
Dad theyare s ging o lose 5 games
sorda said

Those Dodger Blues

Strawberry’s
Still Dodging
March of Time

By Bob Klapisch
W YO DALY NEWS

NEW YORK — Morning arrives, the
eyes open and negotiations begin for
Darryl Strawberry. Before he even
leaves the bed, Strawberry asks & sur-
iieally repaired back if it's going to be

% — o term, the

outfielder says, that needs no translation,

nding on whether It's cold out, or

if his last plane ride was more than an

hour v two, or even if he's slept wrong,

Strawberry will discaver how difficult i

to swing @ bat. He calla it "u tight

Il over,” and while the pain isn't

:re enough fo require more surgery.

or even another trip to the DL, & ::ss

average makes

the "B0%, when he was in s 201, when &
perfect body needed 1o exercise.

“Man, when you're 24, 25, you never
Iers o do wnything. Nucking. Just o vp
there an ! then,
When T 414 i, s beckuse T k.
because I was in a simp. Now I spend
half my time jut rying to get comar

I[r,s 31 now, still perfectly sculpted
but learning that time never loses its
fight with the body, Now Strawberry
spends an hour a day in the trainer's
room, looking for ways to loosen his
back, compensating for the two discs
that were removed last September. So
far, it's been a bad month — nat oaly for
Strawberry, but for the Los Angeles
Dodgers, who brough a six-game losing
streak and a 220 team average into Shea
Stadium.

One Dodgers official s grateful for
the hostile Ncepnm\ Stras y Is sure
10 get in New York thi week. "Il go
him nom. the exec said. “That's what

nee
Mostly, he needed attention — good or
bad, it mever martered much What
S:rwaerr!‘ relished was, in his words,
challenge of playing in New York

|M were all like thar "

Darryl has lost the arrogant edge of his
youth. He's distanced himself from his
born-again Christianity, These days,
Strawberry is just a regular guy who
realizes 1993 could determine how he'll
be remembered

Serawberry concedes,
point right

ﬁ{rlwherﬁ " call bls. sévsiceonth

rehab “a miracle, really.” He points to
Dave Winfield, who missed an entire
seasan with identical surgery

“I'm ata turning

Dukes Apply Bandages After 14-Hit Beating

By Barbara Chavez
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

Vancogver's Edusrdo Perez went 4-for-$
and made a mess of the Albuquerque
Dukes homecorning Monday night a1 the

s Stadi
Peml six KB] including & three-

homer, hel setest e
Dukes 154 in Pacific Coast League
ball. He was oaly part of the oaslaught,
however

Vancouver hitters drubbed Albaquer-
que’s four pitehers for 14 hits. Starter Greg

DUKES TODAY
W Vancouver, 7 p.m., Sports Stadium

Hansell (2-2) was the loser allowing five
runs — three ea on seven hits in 4%

tnnings
Kip Gross, Ken Dayley and even Brian
Traxler — normally a first baseman —
came into the game as relievers to o avail.
Peres and bit voemraates ok advastage
of gach and every
“The rest of the team has boen hittng

said Perez

“F'm fust hoping to join

well,”
them.”

indication, Perez
BB single in the
rm—zmzrt hris

the fifth, Perea got
double made it 53

The ided a run in the fifth on
Jose Musor's single to right that drove in
Ron Maurer. who had doubled to lead off

bat again. His RBI

y by Vancouver in

the inning, Maurer replaced Rafncl Bourn
| stop y. Bournigal had
Angeles to have his right
shoulder checked out
Albuguergue was scoreless the rest of the
way, but Vancouver had plenty more.
The Canadians' fr,u, Hathoway (20}
earned the win after all lmu’ earned
ns on eight bits in seven in
\.‘l ncouver iced the game with & (llr run
ighth inning.
“BUKES NOTES: Knicklcballer Dennia
Springer (01, 5.60 earned run average) will
face Vancouver's Paul Swingle (0-3, 8),

Knutson and Plummer
Given Maloof Awards

By Brian Rickerd
TURNAL STAF WRTER

When Nicole Knutson we
m:m:mmucmnu h we
Tt lning wp sesking her sthietc
-
“After soccer that year someone came up

i e e i, Wl you'ra coming out (e
itson recalls

basketball, aren’t you™ Knutson
And | said, 1 don't k. 1 don' know
about basketball” And she told
u,nmm-ummmm-
The person Knatson was
girls basketball

recipient of the prestigous Maloof award at
the Ramada Classic.

The award has traditionally been pre-
Mwm.mm
high school

first time, both a;

m.um mmm were honored.
Del Norte High ‘u)lml senior Eric Plum-
caer wod the rasle Giviion.
Both Plummer and K.nullan represent o
Who's Who of prep student-athletes, and
both are planning 10 take their S50

.
niversiy of New Mexica thi fall
ns o malor inelecrical or
mechanical en g, and lann
to majr i binogy. wmlﬂy ‘minor i
Y BOC
Plimmer has.a 4 213 grade point average
at Del Norte, ranks third in his class and
seored 43100 bt ACT. The wanof Bil 1nd
Fran Plummer started at
on the Knights' feotball sqm his fall and
was a backup ot defensive end. He also
participates in track this spring and has
competed in wrestling
Knutson have earned

and
nummu] awards for academics and other

activities.
Knutson fs & standout soccer player, and
also very capable in both baskethall (yes,

MORE: Ses KNUTSEN on PAGE C4
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