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MEDIA RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND - MAY 2026 

NEW NZ SHORT ‘SAHAR’ BRINGS 
RARE DEPICTION OF MIGRANT 
ARRANGED MARRIAGE TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL STAGE  

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO MAKE A DECISION WHEN 

THE ALTERNATIVE IS UNTHINKABLE?  

 

Developed from an award-winning screenplay recognised with the 

Garth Maxwell Creative Project Prize at the University of Auckland, 

the new short film Sahar is entering the major international festival 

circuit, centring on female agency within the constraints of a migrant 

arranged marriage (source).  

Written and directed by Yera Kheiri and produced by Lee Li, Sahar is 

shaped through the director’s feminist lens, offering an intimate and 

nuanced portrayal of autonomy, power, and choice within culturally 

complex expectations. 

The film follows a young Afghan woman, promised a new life in New 

Zealand through an arranged marriage, who must confront the 

STILLS BY 

JUSTIN 

MITCHELL 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KjLpCjAeNogbEFRgydvs7tuK8ZygJ3BG?usp=share_link
https://youtu.be/VLMUQer42x4?si=he7wvGDsuIb-88P5
https://letterboxd.com/film/sahar-1/
https://www.instagram.com/sahar_shortfilm/
https://www.wiftnz.org.nz/news/wift-nz-news/short-film-sahar-embarks-on-festival-run/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WIFT%20NZ%20E-News%20April%208%202026&utm_content=WIFT%20NZ%20E-News%20April%208%202026+CID_74051963425353959d305d7ef7514a2f&utm_source=ENews%20Sendout&utm_term=Short%20Film


 

expectations placed upon her and her own yearning for 

independence (Watch Trailer Here). 

Blending personal and political themes, the film explores the tension 

between individual desire and societal duty, bringing forward 

perspectives that remain underrepresented in New Zealand screen 

storytelling. 

 

“Sahar is about the nuanced ways of how 
we navigate the structural and cultural 
constraints between what we want and 
what we’re expected to be,” says Kheiri. 
“It’s a deeply personal story, but also 
one that reflects the complex interplay 
between desire, duty, and the structure 
that shapes human choices”, says Writer 
/ Director Yera Kheiri. 

 

The film is based on an award-winning screenplay developed and 
produced as part of a Master’s dissertation at the University of 
Auckland. Produced independently, with initial seed funding from the 
Welcome Academy Trust and post-production support from 
crowdfunding, Sahar brings together a multicultural cast and crew, 
with both the producer and key cast members all from refugee 
backgrounds. 

Drawing on their lived experiences as migrants and individuals who 
have faced difficult choices under extreme circumstances, the film is 
grounded in story truth, navigating multiple languages in its 
storytelling while reflecting on the challenges and creative ambition 
behind the project.  

Behind every frame and every sound of Sahar is a grassroots 
movement, and we are thrilled to have Netflix award-nominated 

https://youtu.be/VLMUQer42x4?si=he7wvGDsuIb-88P5


 

composer Tomm Matthews join us to give voice to its emotional 
landscape. Additional local sponsorship support comes from Palmers 
Bar, Gong Cha, and BBQ Duck Cafe.  

Now entering its festival run, Sahar is targeting international and 
Aotearoa-based film festivals, with a World / New Zealand Premiere 
anticipated as part of its upcoming circuit.  

 

 

YE R A  KH E I R I  I S  A  N E W  Z E A L A N D – B A S E D  I R A N I A N  F I L M M A K E R  A N D  I N D E P E N D E N T  J O U R N A L I S T  

P A S S I O N A T E  A B O U T  T E L L I N G  R E A L  S T O R I E S  A B O U T  R E A L  P E O P L E .  S H E  I S  D R A W N  T O  S T O R I E S  T H A T  

E X P L O R E  I D E N T I T Y  A N D  H U M A N  C O N N E C T I O N .  W I T H  A  BA  I N  P O L I T I C S  &  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  R E L A T I O N S  A N D  

M E D I A ,  F I L M  &  TV,  A N D  A  M A S T E R ’ S  I N  S C R E E N  P R O D U C T I O N  F R O M  T H E  UN I V E R S I T Y  O F  AU C K L A N D ,  

S H E  M A K E S  W O R K  T H A T  I S  B O T H  S O C I A L L Y  C O N S C I O U S  A N D  D E E P L Y  P E R S O N A L .  

 

LE E  L I  I S  A N  A W A R D - W I N N I N G  F I L M M A K E R ,  J O U R N A L I S T ,  A N D  W R I T E R  B A S E D  I N  A O T E A R O A ,  N E W  

Z E A L A N D .  D R A W I N G  O N  H E R  L I V E D  E X P E R I E N C E  A S  A  C H I N E S E  D I A S P O R A  A N D  T R A N S G E N D E R  A S Y L U M  

S E E K E R ,  H E R  W O R K  A M P L I F I E S  V O I C E S  O F T E N  E X C L U D E D  F R O M  T H E  S C R E E N .  “F O R  M A N Y  O F  M Y  S U B J E C T S  

A N D  C H A R A C T E R S ,  T H E I R  V O I C E  I S  N O T  O N E  O F  T H E  M I L L I O N S  B U T  T H E  V O I C E  O F  M I L L I O N S . ”  L I  S A Y S ,  

“F O R  M A N Y  O F  M Y  S U B J E C T S  A N D  C H A R A C T E R S ,  T H E I R  V O I C E  I S  N O T  O N E  O F  T H E  M I L L I O N S  B U T  T H E  

V O I C E  O F  M I L L I O N S . ”  L E E  L I  I S  C U R R E N T L Y  C O M P L E T I N G  H E R  M A S T E R ’ S  O F  A R T S  I N  S C R E E N  

P R O D U C T I O N  A T  T H E  UN I V E R S I T Y  O F  AU C K L A N D .  

 

TH E  GA R T H  MA X W E L L  CR E A T I V E  PR O J E C T  PR I Z E  I S  E S T A B L I S H E D  B Y  N E W  Z E A L A N D  F I L M M A K E R  A N D  

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  A U C K L A N D  A L U M N U S  G A R T H  M A X W E L L .  T H E  P R I Z E  R E C O G N I S E S  E X C E P T I O N A L  A N D  

I N N O V A T I V E  W O R K  I N  D R A M A ,  S C R E E N  P R O D U C T I O N ,  A N D  C R E A T I V E  W R I T I N G ,  A N D  S U P P O R T S  

C O M P L E T I O N  A N D  M A R K E T  P R O M O T I O N .  
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