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VISION
STATEMENT

Piano Fingers is a documentary that examines how individuals
and families navigate the emotional reality of living with a
rare genetic condition.

Through personal storytelling and observational footage, it
aims to:
e Build understanding of the mental health impact of rare
diseases

* Raise amareness around the complexities of predictive
testing and diagnosis

® Reduce stigma through honest and culturally grounded
representation

e Offer tools for clinicians, educators, and support netwmorks
morking with HD and related conditions

® Qur vision is to complete the film with support from
partners who believe in the long-term impact of thoughtful,
evidence-informed storytelling. lle are creating a resource
that can live beyond festivals — in clinics, classrooms,
and communities.




STORY +
CONCEPT

lWhen Megha lost her father to Huntington’s Disease at 22, she had more
questions than answers. For years, his illness had been hidden from her.
His confusion, temper and physical decline mere all part of a story no
one dared to fully tell. So she picked up a camera.

lihat began as an attempt to understand her father, the version of him
before the disease, slomly grem into something more profound: a film
about inherited memory, silence, and what it means to live with
knowmledge of your omn end.

Eleven months later, Megha tested positive for the Huntington®s gene.
She nom stood in a rare, terrifying space, one fem people in the wmorld
mill ever occupy, mwhere she knewm hom she would likely die, and that it
mouldn®’t be immediate. It would take time. Time to watch for symptoms.
Time to notice the uncanny similarities between herself and her father.
Time to feel her mother speak to her in the same anxious tone she once
used mith him. And time to begin an unexpected, posthumous closeness
mith the man she lost — understanding him, maybe even loving him anew,
from this altered vantage point.




STORY +
CONCEPT

Piano Fingers is a deeply personal,
multigenerational documentary that traces llegha’s
journey as she turns the camera toward herself,
her family, and the long shadow of a rare,
incurable genetic disorder. Her mother reflects
on the years of caregiving and the impossible
decisions that come with protecting children from
harsh realities. Megha and her brother take
diverging paths: one choosing to get tested, the
other opting not to know. Their relationship
evolves as they face the wmeight of an inheritance
no one asked for.

But something shifts when a newm generation enters
the picture: lMegha’s nephem. In his birth, a new
direction emerges. The family begins to look
formard, carrying their father®s memory quietly —
not with the heaviness of grief, but with a kind
of hopeful reverence. The film becomes a
meditation on hom we move formard while carrying
what came before.




STORY +
CONCEPT

Against the backdrop of a disease that affects
just 2.71 people per 100,000 worldwide, Piano
Fingers goes beyond medical diagnosis, it's about
wmhat it means to live fully, even while knowming
the end is coming. It explores the emotional
complexity of inherited trauma, caregiving,
intergenerational silence, and the fragile but
fierce wmays families hold each other through
grief.

Through her mork in the global Huntington’s
community, Megha finds others like her, people who
often stay silent, who fight for better healthcare
and research, and who somehow still manage to seek
joy, connection, and hope in the time they have.




TOPIC
SUMMARY

Piano Fingers is a deeply personal documentary
told from the rare perspective of someone living
mith a terminal genetic diagnosis before symptoms
begin. It reflects on the emotional impact of
Huntington’s Disease, a condition often hidden
due to stigma, and explores what it means to live
in limbo, carry inherited grief, and confront the
burden of knowming your future. At its heart, it’s
a daughter's attempt to understand her father’s
life through the lens of her omn diagnosis.




KEY TAKEAWAYS

e Piano Fingers offers a first-person account of
Huntington’s Disease from both a genetic carrier and
a caregiver’s perspective.

® The film explores the emotional and psychological
impact of predictive testing, inherited illness, and
long-term caregiving.

e It highlights real-life family dynamics around
disclosure, denial, grief, and intergenerational
communication.

e Filmed across the UK and India, the story reflects
cultural stigma and limited amareness around rare
diseases in South Asian communities.

e The project has been developed in close connection
mith the HD community and includes global voices
from lived experience, clinical care, and research.

® The final film will include versions or segments
that can be used in educational, clinical, or
training contexts to support rare disease outreach
and caregiver amareness.
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https://www.autlookfilms.com/films/motherboard
https://mubi.com/en/in/films/about-love-2019
https://www.pbs.org/pov/films/isthereanybodyoutthere/
https://mubi.com/en/in/films/stories-we-tell

PERSPECTIVE +
COMMUNITY
CARE

As one of the very few people globally and the only person
in my family who has taken the predictive test for
Huntington’s, I carry a rare, lived perspective. I
understand the silences, the shame, and the quiet grief
families often endure. I°'ve lived the confusion of
misdiagnosis, the stigma in South Asian communities, and
the heartbreak of too-late understanding. That experience
makes me not only fit to tell this story, but responsible
for telling it with care.

lWith Piano Fingers., I want to create a space of recognition
for others who feel alone in this journey. I've already
begun connecting with the global HD community through
morkshops, mriting, and speaking engagements and I plan to
extend the film's impact through outreach, screenings, and
creative collaborations that centre the voices of HD-
affected individuals. This film is part of a larger,
ongoing conversation: about howm we speak of illness, how we
hold space for uncertainty, and how we make art from what
breaks us.




PROJECT
TIMELINE

Initial Development (2017-2020):
The journey began in 2017 with small-scale filming and

exploratory research. By 2018, I had completed a 30-minute
cut that included interviews with four families in India
affected by Huntington’s Disease. Homever, concerns around
anonymity and consent prompted a reimagining of the film's
direction. I made the conscious choice to center the
narrative on my omn family while weaving in perspectives
from the broader HD community to support and contextualize

my story.

Late Development & Current Stage (2021-2025):

After revieming earlier material, I’ve decided to retain
select footage featuring my mother, brother, and myself.
The project is currently in its late development and early
production stages. As of April 2025, I’'m actively
conducting additional research, streamlining the narrative,
and exploring a mixed-media animation style to visualize
internal emotional states and memory.
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WHY JOIN PIANO FINGERS
AS A STAKEHOLDER

lle’re seeking partners and stakeholders through
producers, funders, and organisations who believe in
the pomer of storytelling to drive understanding,
reduce stigma, and spark change.




WE ARE NOT
STARTING FROM

SCRATCH

In 2018, we raised $10,800 through cromdfunding, with additional
backing from Memesys Culture Lab, who provided mentorship, space, and
crem support during the film’s early development. lle’ve also raised
60,000 EUR and are a Spanish and British co-production in
collaboration with Filmshake, Stoyga and UTL.

lle*ve built momentum — from being selected at Good Pitch India 2020
to features in Homegrown, Mid-day, Xpress Cinema, and Wlishberry — and
me’ve already captured a significant amount of evocative footage.

The film is now in late production/early post-production, with shoots
scheduled in London and the UK in mid 2026. lle’1ll begin editing in
early 2026, with mixed-media animation and motion graphics to follow.

lle are applying to key funding bodies including Catapult Fund, BFI
RAD, India Docs, and global HD organisations like HDSA, HDA, HDYO,
and EHDN. Wle’re also pursuing partnerships with production companies
that share our vision, as well as in-kind support in the UK and
India.




COME JOIN US!

Piano Fingers isn’t just a film about Huntington’s Disease, it’s
about what it means to live wmith uncertainty, hold memory and
mortality together, and find connection in the face of silence. lllhile
deeply personal, the film speaks to global audiences from careqgivers
and families to clinicians, researchers, and communities impacted by
rare and invisible illnesses.

lle*ve built strong early momentum: raised seed funding, shot key
material, and engaged wmith HD communities across the UK, India, and
the US. lle mere selected for Good Pitch India 2020 and featured in
publications including Homegromn and Mid-day. Upcoming shoots in
London and Kolkata are scheduled through late 2025, with post-
production to begin in early 2026.

lle*re nom seeking partners who can support the film through:
Funding or in-kind contributions
Access to archival lab/clinic material
Introductions to angel or philanthropic investors
Filming permissions in trials, labs, or clinics




MEGHA BHADURI
Director/Writer

Mlegha Bhaduri is a screenmriter, producer, and
documentary filmmaker based between London and India,
morking at the intersection of impact and storytelling.
She mas shortlisted for the 2025 \/ideo Consortium SSP
Asia Fellowship and has written, directed, and produced
multiple shorts that have screened at BAFTA and BIFA-
qualifying festivals globally.

Her work blends fiction and non-fiction, often
exploring themes like WASH, climate action, mental
health, and education. She has collaborated with global
organisations including GAP Inc., llaterAid, BBC ledia
Action, Save the Children, and SAP. Known:ufor capturing
ram emotion and intimate storytelling, her debut
feature documentary Piano Fingers follows her personal
journey after testing positive for Huntington’s Disease
—spotlighting illness, memory, and the dignity of
living.

www . meghamagha.com



https://www.naomishah.org/
https://www.meghamagha.com/

MANAHAR KUMAR

Producer

Mlanahar Kumar is a BAFTA Newcomer and a multiple
Student EMMY® Award-winning director, writer, and
actor. With stage credits in The Mousetrap and 12
Angry Mlen, he recently appeared in Shah Rukh Khan’s
Jaman and Amazon Prime’s lMade in Heaven. He mas also
part of the writers' room for Jio’s upcoming series
GOATS (2025).

A co-founder of Untied Laces and an MFA graduate from
SCAD, Manahar has trained under renomned coaches
including Kim Gillingham and Margie Haber Studio. His
thesis film Stardust won the Audience Amard at Georgia
Film Festival and was screened at IFFSA Toronto. As a
director-producer, he’s collaborated with nonprofits
like MARD and brands like Deloitte, with his films
earning recognition at prestigious festivals including
Palm Springs and Atlanta.

https://linktr.ee/iammanahar



https://www.naomishah.org/
https://linktr.ee/iammanahar?fbclid=PAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAacjjLvjdKktlg6bKmWT0zAlNeTJuy729qbusbzQYOcjL3nYUCyW2gOzPZTCCQ_aem_dIyW8b-7dRz40OfrWfoxUw

GAURAV RATURI

Co-Producer

Gaurav is currently mworking in the UK film ecosystem, after an
impressive career in India, and is the Founder of Filmshake
Global. He mas part of Indian short films ecosystem in 2008
mhen he founded Filmbooth to provide a space for short films in
India. Also, one of his notable short film series on momen
entrepreneurship in 2021 has garnered over 3 million views
online, exemplifying his commitment to meaningful content and
impact films.

In 2020, Gaurav founded Cinemapreneur, India’s pioneering OTT
platform dedicated to independent filmmakers seeking global
recognition. A TEDx speaker, Gaurav’s work has been shomcased
at international festivals and has received nomination at top
critics’® choice amards in India.

In 2022, he joined BritAsia to establish a newm creative arm,
aiming to bring South Asian stories to the forefront.
Currently, Gaurav is focused on securing financing for
compelling stories through co-productions, grants, and
alternative funding sources, ensuring that exceptional creative

projects come to life.
https://www.filmshake.co.uk/aboutfilmshake



https://www.naomishah.org/

ANIRUDH GANAPATHY
Director of Photography/Producer

Anirudh is a versatile cinematographer wmith a passion
for exploring various mediums and formats. Whether
through documentary or fiction, his work is driven by
a deep commitment to storytelling. Starting his
journey as a documentary filmmaker, he has expanded
his craft to fiction, relishing the creative
challenges of both genres.

At the core of Anirudh’s process is empathy and
connection, aiming to capture and communicate the
intricacies  of human emotion and experience. He
constantly experiments with new approaches, pushing
boundaries through research, innovation, and
technology to elevate his storytelling and bring fresh
perspectives to his audience.

https://wwuw.anirud.com



https://www.naomishah.org/
https://www.anirud.com/
https://www.anirud.com/

NAOMI SHAH
Impact Producer/Story Editor

Naomi is an interdisciplinary designer with a deep
passion for experience design, ludology, and
storytelling as tools for social impact. Their work
spans documentary filmmaking, graphic design, game
design, and interactivity — always seeking a
meaningful synthesis between disciplines.

Driven by a belief in the pomer of storytelling to
educate and inspire, Naomi creates experiences that
are not only engaging and entertaining, but also
thought-provoking and transformative. They are dramn
to projects that spark dialogue and motivate positive
action in the world.

https://www.naomishah.org
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https://www.instagram.com/reel/C2GP0ezoXMR/?hl=en
https://www.meghamagha.com/piano-fingers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=txMPXRCrlV0&t=3s
https://homegrown.co.in/homegrown-creators/piano-fingers-explores-the-emotional-complexity-of-living-with-huntingtons-disease
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