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THE STORY

The corpse of a man— carved like a pig.

Word of the dead man spreads through the
small town of Morgan City, Louisiana, like
wildfire. Local housewife, ADA LEBOEUF, is at
the top of the suspect list due to the sudden
disappearance of her husband, JIM LEBOEUF.
Suspicion and gossip run rampant about Ada’s
alleged affair with the local town doctor, DR.
THOMAS DREHER

at the hands of her husband.

Hardened lawman SHERIFF PECOT
relentlessly questions Ada, and after a lengthy
and agonizing interrogation, Ada eventually
admits her involvement and is arrested for the
murder of her husband. Dr. Thomas Dreher
and his right-hand man, JAMES BEADLE,
follow suit in arrest.

The case explodes into a national sensation.
Branded by the press as the “Siren of the
Swamplands,” Ada becomes a symbol of scandal
and moral decay. More than five thousand
visitors descend upon Morgan City to witness
the trial. REPORTERS scramble to publish
their own sensationalized accounts of the story.

Inside the courtroom, truth proves elusive.
Despite an immense language barrier and sheer
lack of physical evidence, the trial barrels
forward. Testimony is riddled with
contradictions, personal bias, and hearsay.

Presiding over the chaos is JUDGE SIMON,
the youngest judge in Louisiana, struggling to
impose order. After a two-week trial, the jury
deliberates for just fifteen minutes.

Ada Bonner LeBoeuf and Dr. Thomas Dreher
are sentenced to death by hanging.

Public outrage erupts. Civilian protests swell.
DEFENSE ATTORNEY PARKERSON files
multiple appeals with the Supreme Court and
the Board of Pardons. Desperate and running
out of time, the LeBoeuf children travel to
Baton Rouge to plead directly with the
infamous GOVERNOR HUEY P. LONG for
their mother’s life.

This story is narrated by ADULT LIBERTY
LEBOEUF, Ada’s youngest child, who was only
eight years old at the time of the trial— too
young and innocent to fully understand the
events as they unfolded. As the case and its
aftermath reverberate across the nation, a
chilling truth emerges: justice favors power and
reputation over facts.

Ada and the Doc interrogates memory,
morality, and the corruption embedded within
the legal system— asking not only what
happened on Lake Palourde the night of July 1,
1927, but whether the truth was ever truly on
trial at all.






DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

My name is Matison LeBlanc and I was born and raised on the banks of the
bayous in Morgan City, Louisiana. For much of my life, T was taught that where
I came from was something to overcome. As I entered adulthood, I realized the
opposite was true. My hometown is not my limitation; it is my greatest
strength. Ada and the Doc is rooted in that realization.

I first encountered Ada LeBoeuf’s story while working a summer job at the
Morgan City Public Library. Over the past four years, I have committed myself
to telling this story with rigor, care, and authenticity. I have written and refined
the feature screenplay through extensive historical research, acquired the
adaptation rights to the only book ever written about the trial, and directed a
proof-of-concept short film drawn from the first act of the feature. The short
premiered locally to a sold-out audience of over 500 people, and screened three
times at the 2025 Festival de Cannes. Most importantly, I worked directly with
Add’s descendants to better understand the generational impact of this
tragedy— an experience that profoundly shaped the script.

Equally vital to this film is the authentic representation of Cajun culture. Cajun
communities have long been caricatured or ignored in American cinema,
despite their depth and resilience. Ada’s story unfolds during a period of
cultural erasure in Louisiana— one whose consequences still echo through my
own family history.
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In the Deep South, reputation is currency. This film does not seek to pass
judgment on Ada LeBoeuf or Dr. Thomas Dreher. Instead, it

interrogates a justice system built on reputation, power, and moral

panic. My roots, my research, my lived experience, and my long-term
commitment converge here. Ada and the Doc is not just a film I want

to make.

It is a story I am uniquely positioned, and deeply obligated, to tell.





















SHERIFF PECOT, forties, is a hardened lawman who exudes authority and commands respect in his
community. His office, though often cluttered with signs of personal vices like liquor bottles and poker
chips, is a testament to his rough, unyielding nature. Despite these indulgences, Pecot maintains a strong
sense of duty. This blend of personal flaws and professional rigor underscores the struggle between his
hard exterior and underlying moral conflicts.

JUDGE SIMON, twenty-eight, aware of his youth, compensates with a rigid and defensive demeanor
in court. He is determined to assert his authority to overcompensate for his inexperience. He was
specially hand-picked by governor Huey P. Long himself to preside over Ada and the doc’s trial.

DISTRICT ATTORNEY VUILLEMOT, forties, operates as Judge Simon’s puppet, executing his duties
with a clear alignment to the judge's will. His interactions in court, particularly with the defense, reveal
a lack of independent judgment, often echoing Judge Simon’s sentiments and decisions.

PARKERSON, thirties/forties stands as the lone advocate vigorously defending the accused, driven by a
deep sense of justice. He relentlessly challenges the court's proceedings and decisions, often clashing
with Judge Simon and Vuillemot.






Ada and the Doc

™ THENARRATOR #

LIBERTY, ADA and JIM LEBOEUF’s daughter. Liberty is our voice of reason
throughout the events of Ada and the Doc. She was only eight years old at the
time of the trial and was forced to grow up quickly after being orphaned.
Liberty’s voiceover ruminates about the devastating events that took place
during her childhood, witnessing first-hand how close-minded judgment and
ignorant small-town gossip played parts in the death of both her parents.













SCREENPLAY TESTIMONIALS

The Ada and the Doc feature screenplay is currently in the top 5% of all
projects hosted on The Black List.

“Combining true crime, period drama, political commentary, feminism, and an
almost play-like structure, Ada and the Doc succeeds in delivering a multi-genre
crime film based on a true story. Audiences from a wide demographic of viewers
will immediately be drawn to the concept...

Ada LeBoeuf’s story will resonate with many viewers today as it explores the
effects of gossip, the negative consequences of executions, religious corruption,
and political greed all at the cost of innocent lives. The writer has an incredible
screenplay in their hands”

- The Black List

“This screenplay is rooted in true
events that are without a doubt
inherently compelling. Vintage
small-town scandal and
sensationalism, along with the
resulting courtroom drama, is
tried-and-true fodder for cinematic
storytelling. The sense of time and
place is richly achieved, immersing us
in the period, the Louisiana
environment, and the attitudes of the
era. The dialogue is consistently
authentic and distinct...

From the standpoint of these key
aspects of screen craft, Ada and the
Doc has plenty on offer to draw us in”

- James Napoli, Script Analyst at
Paradigm Talent Agency
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