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*TOO HIGH
2026

sGenre: Drama / Family
* 104 minutes
Language: Mandarin /
Liaocheng Dialect

Cast: Zhang Jiagang,
Chen Fengchun, Sun
Heshan

Director: Cheng Qian
Screenwriter: Su Dan
Cinematographer: Geng
Hailong

Sound Recordist: Li Kuo
Gaffer: Song Bin
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Story Synopsis

The story mainly depicts the daily trivialities between a son who quits his
job and returns to his hometown, and his unemployed father. For the
protagonist Liu Zhilei, his hometown is both familiar and alien; his

parents bring him warmth as well as immense pressure.

Should he leave or stay in his hometown? How should he restart his career?
Trapped in difficulties, Liu Zhilei is full of confusion, and none of us know
where the train of the times is heading.

Genre

Family Ethics; Art House; Warm Realism
Logline

(50 words)

Liu Zhilei, who returns to his hometown to shoot video footage, discovers
his father’s tender side through their time together and decides to tell his
parents the secret hidden in his heart.

(100 words)

After resigning from his job in a big city, Liu Zhilei returns to his hometown
alone to collect shooting materials. Due to inconvenient transportation,
his father acts as his driver and takes him to various locations for filming.
During the process, Liu Zhilei sees his father’s gentle side and makes up
his mind to reveal his secret to his parents.




- # Director's Statement

»  Where does my hometown belong? Where is my true home?

This is my first narrative feature film. | have chosen my hometown as the setting and chosen to tell a
story about it. In a way, the protagonist, Leilei, is half of myself. | left my hometown for middle school in
another city. During my senior year of high school, my hometown was demolished, but my family did not
tell me because | was busy with my studies. When | finally returned, my hometown had been leveled into
a wasteland. From then on, my last connection to my old home was severed. My hometown and my
childhood were buried under the earth as time moved forward.

Later, | entered university and majored in media. Having been interested in images since childhood, | not
only studied film and television techniques in class but also taught myself in various ways in my spare
time, hoping that one day | could make my own feature film.

After graduation, | rushed around to make a living like most people. Yet beyond this main path of life, |
kept thinking about my other calling. | felt | must leave something behind to prove | had existed—and
that something would be film. I had thought about making a feature before, but everyone knows film is
an expensive art form, often costing hundreds of thousands or millions. As an ordinary worker, | had no
such funds to support my dream. However, over the years after graduation, | learned online that some
directors had made feature films with extremely low budgets and still gained recognition. This greatly
encouraged me to keep going. | began calculating the costs needed for shooting and drafting my own
script.

Fortunately, | met a group of idealists online—people who loved cinema as much as | did and wanted to
form a crew to make a film together. So the screenwriter | met and | started writing a script based on my
hometown and my own story. We wrote while working, and after more than a year of writing and
countless revisions, the script for *TOO HIGH* was born. After discussing with my family, | registered a
media company for the film'’s official registration and approval. When the permit came through, |
realized | was only one step away: actually shooting the film. And so, with the more than 20,000 yuan |
had earned from previous short works, | and a group of cinema-loving friends completed the filming.

*TOO HIGH* was shot in just six days, due to severe budget and time constraints. Fortunately, we pulled
through and finished the film without major incident.

In essence, *TOO HIGH* tells a very simple story: the protagonist Liu Zhilei returns home for a period of
time, . and through living with his parents, the family gains new understandings of life. Liu Zhilei's return
has multiple reasons. One is social: intense work pressure and cutthroat competition left him confused
about life. Yet the film does not dwell on this; instead, it focuses on his inner uncertainty. Having been
away from his hometown for years, he lacks answers to many questions—perhaps longing for home,
perhaps seeking closure. He comes back, only to find everything different from what he imagined.
Places have changed, people have moved on. Wandering around his old hometown with his father, all
he sees are wheat fields. Relying on fragmented memaories, the two try to piece together what his
hometown once looked like. Awanderer leaves and returns—but where will he go next? Will he drift back
to the city like the.red paper boat in a boy’s hkand, or stay in his hometown? Everything remains
unknown...

I do not wish to give an answer in the film, nor can I. The future is uncertain; no one can say for sure
where opportunities will lie. When the protagonist makes up his mind to let go of the past, he has
already written his answer in his heart. The future is still for him to walk on his own.

| hope this feature can serve like a historical document of the future, preserving the present of my
hometown and recording its past. | wish to send this image floating into the future like a paper boat. The
story may not be extraordinary, but it wraps up all my emotional memories of my hometown, the
present, and the past into a box, waiting to be tested by time.
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Liu Zhilei: Male, 29
years old, slim build
with distinct facial
features. He
graduated in Digital
Media Art and worked
as an editor at an
advertising agency.
Despite his busy
schedule, he was
poorly paid. He made
up his mind to resign
after Shanshan, with
whom he had an
ambiguous
relationship, left her
job.

After quitting, he
returned to his
hometown to shoot
footage, and
accidentally learned
that his father had
been fired. He argued
with his father
several times during
filming, wavering
between enduring his
father’s scolding and
exposing his father’s
lies.
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Wang Hongxia:
Female, around 50
years old, short in
stature with some
gray hair. She used to
be an ordinary clerk
in a feed factory and
is now retired. She
has a fiery temper
and a straightforward
personality. She often
nags Liu Weiguo in
daily life, and the
couple bickers
constantly. She lives
a relatively idle life
after retirement and
misses her son who
works in Jinan very
much. During her
son’'s stay in their
hometown for
shooting, she keeps
urging him to find a
partner every day.
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Yang Yong: Male, 30
years old, short in
stature with dark skin.
He is Liu Zhilei’s
primary school
classmate. He leases
more than ten mu of
farmland in the
county and makes a
living by farming.

He dropped out of
school in junior high,
worked in Shanghai in
his early years and
saved some money,
then returned to the
county to buy a house.
He married Zhang
Juanjuan, a female
worker he met
through arranged
dating, and is
satisfied with his
current stable life.
By chance, he meets
Liu Zhilei again and
warmly invites him to
film the scenery of
the wheat fields in
their hometown.




EEAY

Ma Xiaoliang: Male,
25 years old, editor
at an advertising
agency and colleague
of Liu Zhilei. Tall in
stature with
handsome, distinct
facial features. A
native of Jinan, both
parents are
employees of private
enterprises. His first
job after graduation
was a post-production
position at Guanghe
Weilai, where he has
worked for a full two
years. He is well-
liked by his boss for
his diligence and
conscientiousness.
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