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• # Director’s Statement

• Where does my hometown belong? Where is my true home?

• This is my first narrative feature film. I have chosen my hometown as the setting and chosen to tell a 
story about it. In a way, the protagonist, Leilei, is half of myself. I left my hometown for middle school in 

another city. During my senior year of high school, my hometown was demolished, but my family did not 
tell me because I was busy with my studies. When I finally returned, my hometown had been leveled into 

a wasteland. From then on, my last connection to my old home was severed. My hometown and my 
childhood were buried under the earth as time moved forward.

• Later, I entered university and majored in media. Having been interested in images since childhood, I not 
only studied film and television techniques in class but also taught myself in various ways in my spare 

time, hoping that one day I could make my own feature film.

• After graduation, I rushed around to make a living like most people. Yet beyond this main path of life, I 
kept thinking about my other calling. I felt I must leave something behind to prove I had existed—and 

that something would be film. I had thought about making a feature before, but everyone knows film is 
an expensive art form, often costing hundreds of thousands or millions. As an ordinary worker, I had no 
such funds to support my dream. However, over the years after graduation, I learned online that some 
directors had made feature films with extremely low budgets and still gained recognition. This greatly 
encouraged me to keep going. I began calculating the costs needed for shooting and drafting my own 

script.

• Fortunately, I met a group of idealists online—people who loved cinema as much as I did and wanted to 
form a crew to make a film together. So the screenwriter I met and I started writing a script based on my 

hometown and my own story. We wrote while working, and after more than a year of writing and 
countless revisions, the script for *TOO HIGH* was born. After discussing with my family, I registered a 

media company for the film’s official registration and approval. When the permit came through, I 
realized I was only one step away: actually shooting the film. And so, with the more than 20,000 yuan I 
had earned from previous short works, I and a group of cinema-loving friends completed the filming.

• *TOO HIGH* was shot in just six days, due to severe budget and time constraints. Fortunately, we pulled 
through and finished the film without major incident.

• In essence, *TOO HIGH* tells a very simple story: the protagonist Liu Zhilei returns home for a period of 
time, and through living with his parents, the family gains new understandings of life. Liu Zhilei’s return 
has multiple reasons. One is social: intense work pressure and cutthroat competition left him confused 
about life. Yet the film does not dwell on this; instead, it focuses on his inner uncertainty. Having been 
away from his hometown for years, he lacks answers to many questions—perhaps longing for home, 

perhaps seeking closure. He comes back, only to find everything different from what he imagined. 
Places have changed, people have moved on. Wandering around his old hometown with his father, all 

he sees are wheat fields. Relying on fragmented memories, the two try to piece together what his 
hometown once looked like. A wanderer leaves and returns—but where will he go next? Will he drift back 

to the city like the red paper boat in a boy’s hand, or stay in his hometown? Everything remains 
unknown…

• I do not wish to give an answer in the film, nor can I. The future is uncertain; no one can say for sure 
where opportunities will lie. When the protagonist makes up his mind to let go of the past, he has 

already written his answer in his heart. The future is still for him to walk on his own.

• I hope this feature can serve like a historical document of the future, preserving the present of my 
hometown and recording its past. I wish to send this image floating into the future like a paper boat. The 

story may not be extraordinary, but it wraps up all my emotional memories of my hometown, the 
present, and the past into a box, waiting to be tested by time.



• Art Design: Plains Hometown Scenes

• Production Stills



L i u  Z h i l e i :  M a l e ,  2 9  
y e a r s  o l d ,  s l i m  b u i l d  
w i t h  d i s t i n c t  f a c i a l  
f e a t u r e s .  H e  
g r a d u a t e d  i n  D i g i t a l  
M e d i a  A r t  a n d  w o r k e d  
a s  a n  e d i t o r  a t  a n  
a d v e r t i s i n g  a g e n c y .  
D e s p i t e  h i s  b u s y  
s c h e d u l e ,  h e  w a s  
p o o r l y  p a i d .  H e  m a d e  
u p  h i s  m i n d  t o  r e s i g n  
a f t e r  S h a n s h a n ,  w i t h  
w h o m  h e  h a d  a n  
a m b i g u o u s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  l e f t  h e r  
j o b .
A f t e r  q u i t t i n g ,  h e  
r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  
h o m e t o w n  t o  s h o o t  
f o o t a g e ,  a n d  
a c c i d e n t a l l y  l e a r n e d  
t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  h a d  
b e e n  f i r e d .  H e  a r g u e d  
w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  d u r i n g  
f i l m i n g ,  w a v e r i n g  
b e t w e e n  e n d u r i n g  h i s  
f a t h e r ’ s  s c o l d i n g  a n d  
e x p o s i n g  h i s  f a t h e r ’ s  
l i e s .

主要人物



L i u  C h a n g f u :  M a l e ,  
a r o u n d  5 5  y e a r s  o l d ,  
s i m i l a r  i n  h e i g h t  t o  
L i u  Z h i l e i ,  w i t h  a  s l i m  
b u i l d .  H e  u s e d  t o  b e  
a n  o r d i n a r y  w o r k s h o p  
w o r k e r  i n  a n  
e l e c t r o n i c s  f a c t o r y  
a n d  w a s  f o r c e d  i n t o  
e a r l y  r e t i r e m e n t  d u e  
t o  a  w o r k  a c c i d e n t .  
H e  i s  t a l k a t i v e ,  
s o m e w h a t  p a t r i a r c h a l ,  
a n d  o f t e n  c o n f l i c t s  
w i t h  h i s  d i s o b e d i e n t  
s o n .  U n e m p l o y e d  
a f t e r  l o s i n g  h i s  j o b ,  
h e  s t a y s  a t  h o m e  a n d  
a s s i s t s  h i s  s o n  i n  
s h o o t i n g  f o o t a g e  i n  
t h e i r  h o m e t o w n  a s  h i s  
d r i v e r . 。

主要人物



W a n g  H o n g x i a :  
F e m a l e ,  a r o u n d  5 0  
y e a r s  o l d ,  s h o r t  i n  
s t a t u r e  w i t h  s o m e  
g r a y  h a i r .  S h e  u s e d  t o  
b e  a n  o r d i n a r y  c l e r k  
i n  a  f e e d  f a c t o r y  a n d  
i s  n o w  r e t i r e d .  S h e  
h a s  a  f i e r y  t e m p e r  
a n d  a  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  
p e r s o n a l i t y .  S h e  o f t e n  
n a g s  L i u  W e i g u o  i n  
d a i l y  l i f e ,  a n d  t h e  
c o u p l e  b i c k e r s  
c o n s t a n t l y .  S h e  l i v e s  
a  r e l a t i v e l y  i d l e  l i f e  
a f t e r  r e t i r e m e n t  a n d  
m i s s e s  h e r  s o n  w h o  
w o r k s  i n  J i n a n  v e r y  
m u c h .  D u r i n g  h e r  
s o n ’ s  s t a y  i n  t h e i r  
h o m e t o w n  f o r  
s h o o t i n g ,  s h e  k e e p s  
u r g i n g  h i m  t o  f i n d  a  
p a r t n e r  e v e r y  d a y .

主要人物



Y a n g  Y o n g :  M a l e ,  3 0  
y e a r s  o l d ,  s h o r t  i n  
s t a t u r e  w i t h  d a r k  s k i n .  
H e  i s  L i u  Z h i l e i ’ s  
p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  
c l a s s m a t e .  H e  l e a s e s  
m o r e  t h a n  t e n  m u  o f  
f a r m l a n d  i n  t h e  
c o u n t y  a n d  m a k e s  a  
l i v i n g  b y  f a r m i n g .
H e  d r o p p e d  o u t  o f  
s c h o o l  i n  j u n i o r  h i g h ,  
w o r k e d  i n  S h a n g h a i  i n  
h i s  e a r l y  y e a r s  a n d  
s a v e d  s o m e  m o n e y ,  
t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
c o u n t y  t o  b u y  a  h o u s e .  
H e  m a r r i e d  Z h a n g  
J u a n j u a n ,  a  f e m a l e  
w o r k e r  h e  m e t  
t h r o u g h  a r r a n g e d  
d a t i n g ,  a n d  i s  
s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  h i s  
c u r r e n t  s t a b l e  l i f e .
B y  c h a n c e ,  h e  m e e t s  
L i u  Z h i l e i  a g a i n  a n d  
w a r m l y  i n v i t e s  h i m  t o  
f i l m  t h e  s c e n e r y  o f  
t h e  w h e a t  f i e l d s  i n  
t h e i r  h o m e t o w n .

主要人物



M a  X i a o l i a n g :  M a l e ,  
2 5  y e a r s  o l d ,  e d i t o r  
a t  a n  a d v e r t i s i n g  
a g e n c y  a n d  c o l l e a g u e  
o f  L i u  Z h i l e i .  T a l l  i n  
s t a t u r e  w i t h  
h a n d s o m e ,  d i s t i n c t  
f a c i a l  f e a t u r e s .  A  
n a t i v e  o f  J i n a n ,  b o t h  
p a r e n t s  a r e  
e m p l o y e e s  o f  p r i v a t e  
e n t e r p r i s e s .  H i s  f i r s t  
j o b  a f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n  
w a s  a  p o s t - p r o d u c t i o n  
p o s i t i o n  a t  G u a n g h e  
W e i l a i ,  w h e r e  h e  h a s  
w o r k e d  f o r  a  f u l l  t w o  
y e a r s .  H e  i s  w e l l -
l i k e d  b y  h i s  b o s s  f o r  
h i s  d i l i g e n c e  a n d  
c o n s c i e n t i o u s n e s s .

主要人物



C h e n g  Q i a n  i s  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  
S c h o o l  o f  M e d i a ,  S h a n d o n g  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A r t s .  H i s  g r a d u a t i o n  
p r o j e c t  w a s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  
C h i n a  R e d  M i c r o  F i l m  F e s t i v a l ,  
w o n  t h e  B e s t  T h e m e  A w a r d  a t  t h e  
C h i n a  U n i v e r s i t y  S t u d e n t  D V  A r t  
F e s t i v a l ,  a n d  r e c e i v e d  t h e  S e c o n d  
P r i z e  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  C o r e  V a l u e s  
C o m p e t i t i o n  i n  S h a n d o n g  P r o v i n c e .  
H i s  o t h e r  w o r k s  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  
r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  A s i a  M i c r o  F i l m  
A r t  F e s t i v a l ,  t h e  C h i n a  H i g h e r  
E d u c a t i o n  F i l m  A c a d e m y ,  a n d  
o t h e r  f e s t i v a l s .

H e  h a s  b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n  f i l m  a n d  
t e l e v i s i o n  c r e a t i o n  s i n c e  
g r a d u a t i o n .  I n  2 0 2 3 ,  h e  d i r e c t e d  
t h e  d o c u m e n t a r y  f e a t u r e  * I  W e n t  
t o  A n o t h e r  P l a n e t * ,  w h i c h  w a s  
s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  1 3 t h  C h i n a  
D o c u m e n t a r y  A c a d e m y  A w a r d ,  t h e  
G o l d e n  K a p o k  P u b l i c  W e l f a r e  
S c r e e n i n g  a t  t h e  2 3 r d  G u a n g z h o u  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D o c u m e n t a r y  F i l m  
F e s t i v a l ,  a n d  t h e  U t o p i a  A r t  F i l m  
F e s t i v a l .  I t  w o n  t h e  B e s t  
D o c u m e n t a r y  F e a t u r e  A w a r d  a t  
t h e  G l o b a l  F i l m  F e s t i v a l  i n  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

* I  W e n t  t o  A n o t h e r  P l a n e t *  w a s  
r e l e a s e d  o n  s t r e a m i n g  p l a t f o r m s  
i n c l u d i n g  C A T H P L A Y  a n d  G I L O O  i n  
T a i w a n ,  a n d  s c r e e n e d  i n  s e v e n  
c i t i e s  a c r o s s  C h i n a .

Director's Biography





Filming Location: Jinan, Liaocheng, Shandong Province.

Features: Dialect, plain regional landscape, low-budget production, 
debut feature film by the director.

 

Editing Project




