


A Filipina living peacefully in New Zealand has her life disrupted
when she learns that her ex-lover, a journalist covering the drug
war in the Philippines, has been murdered by her own father, a
retiring policeman.




Charlie, a Filipino IT specialist living overseas, has carefully distanced
herself from her powerful family and the political turmoil back home.
Estranged from her authoritarian police-chief father and pressured by
relatives to return for his retirement celebration, she tries to ignore the
past, until she receives devastating news: Jette, her former lover and
an investigative photojournalist documenting state violence, has been
killed while on assignment.

Haunted by grief and guilt, Charlie searches through her father’s old
laptop and recovers deleted files that expose his direct involvement in
a network of extrajudicial killings during the Philippine drug war. As
evidence mounts, the distance between her personal trauma and the
political reality collapses.

With her father’s retirement party — attended by powerful officials —
looming, Charlie must confront the cost of silence. Returning home
could mean exposing the truth and risking her life, her family, and
everything she has tried to build. Staying silent would mean betraying
the memory of the woman she loved.

Static Noises is a tense political drama about complicity, diaspora
identity, queer love, and the devastating price of justice.
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As a Filipino filmmaker who has traveled extensively, I've met
countless Filipinos living abroad. Many carry a nostalgic image of the
Philippines as a place of beauty and resilience, but beneath this
perception lies a more complex reality. | wanted to capture that
tension: the contrast between appearances and truths, the quiet
apathy that sometimes allows injustice to continue unchecked.

Static Noises is my response to a world where violence is normalized
and truth is endangered. From the targeted killings of journalists in the
Philippine drug war to attacks on journalists covering conflicts in
Gaza, the story confronts the cost of silence and complicity. Through
this film, | aim to demand attention, to bear witness, and to remind
audiences that every story silenced is a life lost and a society

diminished.

The crime thriller framework allows me to explore these themes
intimately, placing viewers in the unsettling space between personal
grief and societal violence. Stylistically, the film draws on stark, cold
aesthetics emphasizing moral ambiguity and emotional isolation.

At its core, this is a film about accountability, empathy, and courage.
lt's my call to audiences: pay attention, challenge apathy, and honor
those who risk everything to reveal the truth.
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Charlie, an apathetic Filipino software engineer seeks ' o iFs '!
revenge for a murdered journalist she once loved. Hindered ""
by her overbearing mother and distance from home, her

journey becomes a poignant exploration of awakening and

resilience.
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Produced by:

Victoria University of
Welliington

Audio format

Digital Sound 5.1

Languages

English, Tagalog

Production location

Wellington, New Zealand

Shooting format

4k, high resolution

Subtitles

English

Genre, subcategories

Crime, Drama, thriller

Aspect ratio

2.39:1

Production year

2024-2025

Running time

9 mins, 44 secs

Exhibition format

4k digital
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