


A Filipina living peacefully in New Zealand has her life disrupted
when she learns that her ex-lover, a journalist covering the drug
war in the Philippines, has been murdered by her own father, a
retiring policeman.



Charlie, a Filipino IT specialist living overseas, has carefully distanced
herself from her powerful family and the political turmoil back home.
Estranged from her authoritarian police-chief father and pressured by
relatives to return for his retirement celebration, she tries to ignore the
past, until she receives devastating news: Jette, her former lover and
an investigative photojournalist documenting state violence, has been
killed while on assignment.

Haunted by grief and guilt, Charlie searches through her father’s old
laptop and recovers deleted files that expose his direct involvement in
a network of extrajudicial killings during the Philippine drug war. As
evidence mounts, the distance between her personal trauma and the
political reality collapses.

With her father’s retirement party — attended by powerful officials —
looming, Charlie must confront the cost of silence. Returning home
could mean exposing the truth and risking her life, her family, and
everything she has tried to build. Staying silent would mean betraying
the memory of the woman she loved.

Static Noises is a tense political drama about complicity, diaspora
identity, queer love, and the devastating price of justice.



Jomz Alip Lailo (also known as Jomz Ramirez) is a
queer Filipino screenwriter and director based in
Aotearoa New Zealand. She trained at the
Mowelfund Film Institute and the International
Academy of Film & Television in the Philippines
before completing a BA in Film Studies at Victoria
University of Wellington. Working across the
Philippines and the diaspora, her filmmaking is
shaped by transnational experience and a
commitment to telling stories that centre marginalized
voices.

Her award-winning short films have screened
internationally, earning recognition from festivals
including the Sacramento International Film Festival,
Canada Shorts Film Festival, and the Asia South East
Short Film Festival. Alongside directing, she has
worked across major Philippine media and film
productions, including serving as a Digital Content
Producer at ABS-CBN Global. Her character-driven
work explores Filipino identity, memory, diaspora,
and the lived realities of queer women within broader
political and social contexts.
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As a Filipino filmmaker who has traveled extensively, I’ve met
countless Filipinos living abroad. Many carry a nostalgic image of the
Philippines as a place of beauty and resilience, but beneath this
perception lies a more complex reality. I wanted to capture that
tension: the contrast between appearances and truths, the quiet
apathy that sometimes allows injustice to continue unchecked.

Static Noises is my response to a world where violence is normalized
and truth is endangered. From the targeted killings of journalists in the
Philippine drug war to attacks on journalists covering conflicts in
Gaza, the story confronts the cost of silence and complicity. Through
this film, I aim to demand attention, to bear witness, and to remind
audiences that every story silenced is a life lost and a society
diminished.

The crime thriller framework allows me to explore these themes
intimately, placing viewers in the unsettling space between personal
grief and societal violence. Stylistically, the film draws on stark, cold
aesthetics emphasizing moral ambiguity and emotional isolation.
At its core, this is a film about accountability, empathy, and courage.
It’s my call to audiences: pay attention, challenge apathy, and honor
those who risk everything to reveal the truth.



Dean is a writer and director for film, theatre,
television, and commercials. His film writing and
directing includes the comedy feature “How to Meet 
Girls From a Distance”, which was nominated for six
New Zealand Film Awards including Best Director
and Best Screenplay, and winner of the Grand Prix
du Jury at the Festival de Antipodes in France. Dean’s
short film “Judgment Tavern” was selected by Lee
Tamahori for NZ’s Best in the New Zealand
International Film Festival 2016, and in the same year
he directed the comedy special “On the Conditions
and Possibilities of Hilary Clinton Taking Me as Her
Young Lover”. He recently completed “One Long
Black” – a short film with physical comedy performer
Thomas Monckton.

Dean’s 48HOURS team Traces of Nut have been the
Grand National Champions twice, the first time in
2013 with “The Sleeping Plot” (with Dean winning
the national award for Best Director) and the second
time in 2021 with “Good Girl”, which also won Best
Director and Best Script. Dean’s 2018 entry “Master”
won the Wellington Final, and won national awards
for Best Editing, Best Script, and Best Ultra Film. Dean
spends a fair amount of time directing television
commercials in Auckland for Fish & Clips, and is also
a freelance television director, having directed two
episodes of the New Zealand comedy hit “Wellington
Paranormal”.
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Charlie, an apathetic Filipino software engineer seeks
revenge for a murdered journalist she once loved. Hindered
by her overbearing mother and distance from home, her
journey becomes a poignant exploration of awakening and
resilience.
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