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Logline

After thirty years of silence, the men of the Balhusain tribe in Asir, southern Saudi Arabia,

prepare to revive the Medqal dance, a traditional war ritual.
Synopsis

After a thirty-year hiatus, the men of the Balhusain tribe in Al-Namas, southern Saudi Arabia,
prepare to revive the Medqal dance, one of the tribe's most celebrated traditional war rituals.

At the heart of this historic moment, filmmaker Saad—himself a son of the tribe—captures the
journey of return across the mountains and villages, where men and young people train in
rhythm, steps, and gunpowder amid rainy skies charged with tension, excitement, and
belonging.

The film follows the detailed preparations for this grand day, returning through the memories of
the director's grandfather, Saeed bin Salam, to the history and former glory of the Medqal, while
the archival footage of his uncle, Abdulrahman Tahitah, reveals rare 1mages he once filmed that
preserve the pride of the past. The story culminates with Mohammed bin Mani, the man who
insisted on bringing the tribe back to the Medqal for his son's wedding.

The Fog of Gunpowder is a documentary that captures an exceptional moment as two
generations of the tribe gather for the first time in decades to share a single dance—attempting

to reclaim what had been silent, in their own way.
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Protagonists

My Grandfather Saeed bin Salam
Born 1n 1929

Owner of Bin Salam Heritage Museum

deeply devoted to preserving the heritage of his ancestors
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Protagonists

My uncle Abdulrahman Tahaitah
Born 1n 1957

A former teacher and devoted documentarian

he was the first to capture the Balhusain Medqal on film.
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Protagonists

Mohammed bin Manie
Born 1n 1961

Father of the groom, who 1insisted on bringing back the tribe's

Medqal dance for his son's wedding.
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Director Statement

I grew up hearing about the Medqal as if it were a legend. I never witnessed it myself, but its echo lingered in the gatherings of elders and in the proud tone of their voices. I would

see gunpowder at celebrations, yet I never saw the men of my tribe perform the dance as they once did. It felt as if the dance had disappeared, leaving only its shadow in memory.

When the idea of reviving the Medqal emerged after a thirty-year absence, I knew I didn't want to remain a mere observer. I wanted to be part of this moment—as someone who

belongs, and as a fillmmaker eager to understand.
This film 1s more than a record of folklore: it is an attempt to grasp what it means for a communal ritual to return to life.
Does it come back unchanged? Or does it return with something new? How do tribes pass their heritage from one generat[on to the next?

I filmed the men of the tribe as they trained, grew excited, and redefined the relationship between the old generation and the new. I returned to my grandfather, to my uncle's archive,

and to my own childhood in search of my roots.The Fog of Gunpowder 1s a film about returnand about a deep desire not to be the generat[on that forgot.
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Director

Saad Tahaitah

A documentary filmmaker and producer with
extensive experience 1n creating outstanding
films that capture the beauty and diversity of
Saudi Arabia. He strives to craft works of
lasting cultural value and heritage for future
generations, distinguished by his ability to
reveal the details of everyday life 1n a unique

cinematic style that inspires audiences.
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"Documenﬁng heritage is essential "

This sentence was spoken by my uncle Abdulrahman during my interview with him, and I immediately felt it captured my entire experience with this film.

My uncle was the first to document the Medqal long ago, with a camera that preserved the haze of gunpowder and the rhythm of footsteps when this ritual was still alive.
The moment I heard his words, I felt that, in some way, I was continuing the legacy he began decades ago—as if my lens today were capturing the very same scenes.

It was not merely the recording of an event, but the extension of a deep family bond: from his archive came the first images, and from his experience I drew the

courage to carry on, to create a film that brings this heritage back to life and gives it a new memory.
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Crew

Director: Saad Tahaitah

Executive Producer: Raya M

Mixing (Sound): Abdulaziz

Zahran

Al-Mazzi

Color Grading: Ahmed Essam — Abdulhamad Yahya

Cinernatogra phy: Saad Tahaitah —

Saeed Tahaitah

Archival Footage: Gharman Bin Salam — AliTahaitah

Poster Design: Abdullah Al-’

ahdhami

Translation: Dr. Dhafer Ta

haitah

Jozl o &l L

Gaamsnon:
iy oy 1 gspdill il
Skl pyllse i phusy
5~ swoslsie - plme sonl U"9J"'”
Sbnb simw - shnb sew pgmill
obnb de-pXu p gloga edyi Xl
Somgl alllsie :caXa prgmi
é/_,...\/-,JaLg.: Aoy

Atom






