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LoglineLogline
A biology teacher with a peculiar fascination for earthwormsA biology teacher with a peculiar fascination for earthworms
forms an unlikely friendship with a bullied student. Yet, his darkforms an unlikely friendship with a bullied student. Yet, his dark
secret unfolds as he takes extreme measures to spare them fromsecret unfolds as he takes extreme measures to spare them from
the pains of growing up.the pains of growing up.



SynopsisSynopsis
While lecturing an uninterested class about earthworms, Johnson, a sociallyWhile lecturing an uninterested class about earthworms, Johnson, a socially
awkward biology teacher, befriends a bullied student Henry who shares the sameawkward biology teacher, befriends a bullied student Henry who shares the same
interest in worms.interest in worms.    Johnson himself is dominated and bullied by everyone aroundJohnson himself is dominated and bullied by everyone around
him, but he doesn’t intend to fix it. He believes his purpose is to protect younghim, but he doesn’t intend to fix it. He believes his purpose is to protect young
worms like Henry from their future. So he tragically ends Henry’s life. In the end,worms like Henry from their future. So he tragically ends Henry’s life. In the end,
he adds a hair sample of Henry to his secret collection.he adds a hair sample of Henry to his secret collection.



Director’s StatementDirector’s Statement
  “The Earth, The Worm” delves into a“The Earth, The Worm” delves into a
psychodynamic portrayal of an anti-psychodynamic portrayal of an anti-
hero initially deserving empathy fromhero initially deserving empathy from
the audience, given his role as athe audience, given his role as a
schoolteacher who empathizes with aschoolteacher who empathizes with a
bullied student. The central themebullied student. The central theme
revolves around mercy-killing andrevolves around mercy-killing and
explores the profound impact ofexplores the profound impact of
bullying, persisting even intobullying, persisting even into
adulthood.adulthood.

Having experienced bullying myself as aHaving experienced bullying myself as a
teenager, leading to the abandonment ofteenager, leading to the abandonment of
my Indian Classical Dance training due tomy Indian Classical Dance training due to
disparaging remarks, I empathized withdisparaging remarks, I empathized with
the characters while conceptualizing thisthe characters while conceptualizing this
project. Although I don't endorse theproject. Although I don't endorse the
violent actions of the protagonist, my aimviolent actions of the protagonist, my aim
was to shed light on the lasting effects ofwas to shed light on the lasting effects of
bullying, illustrating how severe traumabullying, illustrating how severe trauma
can push a person to extremes.can push a person to extremes.

Symbolism plays a pivotal role in ourSymbolism plays a pivotal role in our
storytelling approach. The wormsstorytelling approach. The worms
symbolize individuals like thesymbolize individuals like the
protagonist, and their ability toprotagonist, and their ability to
regenerate only when cut serves as anregenerate only when cut serves as an
intriguing element. The protagonistintriguing element. The protagonist
sees this as a form of liberation andsees this as a form of liberation and
regeneration rather than theregeneration rather than the
termination of their lives,termination of their lives,
emphasizing the profound impact ofemphasizing the profound impact of
trauma on individuals.trauma on individuals.



  Finally, we made some floppy and cutters from blackFinally, we made some floppy and cutters from black
muslin and black garbage bags. Also, we used some reallymuslin and black garbage bags. Also, we used some really
big white linens and shower curtains to bounce andbig white linens and shower curtains to bounce and
diffuse the light around, and it worked out really well.diffuse the light around, and it worked out really well.
The lessons and experiences I gain from making this filmThe lessons and experiences I gain from making this film
are incredible for me as a cinematographer. It means a lotare incredible for me as a cinematographer. It means a lot
to me that Reswin gave me a tremendous amount ofto me that Reswin gave me a tremendous amount of
control and trust leading up to and during this filmingcontrol and trust leading up to and during this filming
processprocess

cinematographer’s visioncinematographer’s vision
  Reswin and I set out in pre-production to create aReswin and I set out in pre-production to create a
muted, gritty and realistic look, but the scale of thismuted, gritty and realistic look, but the scale of this
film is something I've never done before. I studiedfilm is something I've never done before. I studied
Erink Messerschmidt's work, especially Mindhunter,Erink Messerschmidt's work, especially Mindhunter,
where he likes to find a motivation for lighting, thenwhere he likes to find a motivation for lighting, then
start lighting around it with minimal setup. We usedstart lighting around it with minimal setup. We used
a Blackmagic Ursa Mini and FX30, with anamorphica Blackmagic Ursa Mini and FX30, with anamorphic
adapters, since the Ursa is too heavy to put on aadapters, since the Ursa is too heavy to put on a
gimbal.gimbal.

Since this is mostly about Johnson, I really want toSince this is mostly about Johnson, I really want to
separate him from the world and take the audience intoseparate him from the world and take the audience into
his world. As a result, I kept the depth of field shallow,his world. As a result, I kept the depth of field shallow,
shot close-ups, and held the camera in motion until theshot close-ups, and held the camera in motion until the
montage started. We had some lighting issues. Because Imontage started. We had some lighting issues. Because I
don't have full control over the environment, I can't putdon't have full control over the environment, I can't put
the lights outside the windows in the staff room andthe lights outside the windows in the staff room and
classroom. We end up shooting wide shots with naturalclassroom. We end up shooting wide shots with natural
light and then medium shots and close-ups. Here's wherelight and then medium shots and close-ups. Here's where
we can cheat by matching the wides. Syafiq and Iwe can cheat by matching the wides. Syafiq and I
struggled with how to cut lights in different locationsstruggled with how to cut lights in different locations
efficiently.efficiently.



CastCast

Jack, a passionate and energetic 13-year-old from Sydney, is fueled by hisJack, a passionate and energetic 13-year-old from Sydney, is fueled by his
love for acting and his dream of becoming a television actor. Alongside hislove for acting and his dream of becoming a television actor. Alongside his
pursuits on the stage, he indulges in gaming, drawing, and sports. Recently,pursuits on the stage, he indulges in gaming, drawing, and sports. Recently,
Jack has ventured into singing, showcasing his talent in musicals. With hisJack has ventured into singing, showcasing his talent in musicals. With his
dedication, he secured 1st place in Drama and CAPA Drama competitions,dedication, he secured 1st place in Drama and CAPA Drama competitions,
solidifying his exceptional skills. Jack's unwavering commitment to his craftsolidifying his exceptional skills. Jack's unwavering commitment to his craft
and diverse interests propel him toward a promising future, as he strives toand diverse interests propel him toward a promising future, as he strives to
make his mark in the entertainment industry.make his mark in the entertainment industry.

Jack Waters (Henry Wilson)Jack Waters (Henry Wilson)

Paul Gerrard, born in Manchester, UK, is a versatile actor and presenter. WithPaul Gerrard, born in Manchester, UK, is a versatile actor and presenter. With
a Bachelor of Arts in Drama and Sport from De Montfort University, UK, hea Bachelor of Arts in Drama and Sport from De Montfort University, UK, he
has honed his skills both on stage and in front of the camera. From playinghas honed his skills both on stage and in front of the camera. From playing
memorable roles in theater productions, including Agamemnon and Salt ofmemorable roles in theater productions, including Agamemnon and Salt of
the Earth, to amassing over 2000 hours of live presenting credits on UKthe Earth, to amassing over 2000 hours of live presenting credits on UK
national television. Since moving to Sydney in 2009, he has continued tonational television. Since moving to Sydney in 2009, he has continued to
make waves in the industry, training at NIDA and taking on television andmake waves in the industry, training at NIDA and taking on television and
film roles. With his passion for storytelling, Paul's captivating performancesfilm roles. With his passion for storytelling, Paul's captivating performances
and engaging presence leave a lasting impression on every project heand engaging presence leave a lasting impression on every project he
undertakes.undertakes.

Paul Gerrard (Mr. Johnson)Paul Gerrard (Mr. Johnson)  

Sierra, a talented 13-year-old from Sydney, is a rising star in the acting world.Sierra, a talented 13-year-old from Sydney, is a rising star in the acting world.
With accolades for her performances in short films and a strong foundationWith accolades for her performances in short films and a strong foundation
in the Meisner technique, Sierra's passion for acting is evident. She also findsin the Meisner technique, Sierra's passion for acting is evident. She also finds
joy in modeling, reading, singing, and drawing, showcasing her diversejoy in modeling, reading, singing, and drawing, showcasing her diverse
artistic talents. Watch out for this vibrant young talent as she continues toartistic talents. Watch out for this vibrant young talent as she continues to
make her mark in the industry.make her mark in the industry.

Sierra Papps (Aria Johnson)Sierra Papps (Aria Johnson)



Key CrewKey Crew

Arsa Guo, also known as Shuai Guo, is an emerging Chinese Australia basedArsa Guo, also known as Shuai Guo, is an emerging Chinese Australia based
student filmmaker with a focus on cinematography, editing, and writing. student filmmaker with a focus on cinematography, editing, and writing. InIn
Yunnan, China, he grew up in an impoverished town as an aboriginalYunnan, China, he grew up in an impoverished town as an aboriginal
Chinese. Back then, watching films was the only way he could connect to theChinese. Back then, watching films was the only way he could connect to the
outside world and that pushed him to find a way of making them. In 2019, heoutside world and that pushed him to find a way of making them. In 2019, he
made his first documentary, I Can't Be One of Them, about four subculturemade his first documentary, I Can't Be One of Them, about four subculture
kids making their way out of suffocating monotony. Since then, he's madekids making their way out of suffocating monotony. Since then, he's made
short films like Late Dinner, META and With You, and also music videos forshort films like Late Dinner, META and With You, and also music videos for
underground rappers like ODontheway in Yunnan. Recently hisunderground rappers like ODontheway in Yunnan. Recently his
cinematography and editing at With You (2022) won at the MMI Showcasecinematography and editing at With You (2022) won at the MMI Showcase
at Sydney University. And he worked as 1st AC and drone operator withat Sydney University. And he worked as 1st AC and drone operator with
Dr.Andrew Sully for The Dam (2023).Dr.Andrew Sully for The Dam (2023).

Shuai Guo (DOP)Shuai Guo (DOP)

Reswin Bahas is a Sydney-based Writer-Director, award-winning filmmaker,Reswin Bahas is a Sydney-based Writer-Director, award-winning filmmaker,
and versatile storyteller known for his captivating narratives and globaland versatile storyteller known for his captivating narratives and global
perspective. His directorial debut film, "Switch," has garnered critical acclaimperspective. His directorial debut film, "Switch," has garnered critical acclaim
and earned him prestigious awards, solidifying his position as a rising talentand earned him prestigious awards, solidifying his position as a rising talent
in the industry. With a keen eye for storytelling and a dedication to pushingin the industry. With a keen eye for storytelling and a dedication to pushing
creative boundaries, Reswin continues to create impactful cinematiccreative boundaries, Reswin continues to create impactful cinematic
experiences that resonate with audiences worldwide.experiences that resonate with audiences worldwide.

Reswin Bahas (Director )Reswin Bahas (Director )

Qingxin Zheng as known as Chloe Zheng is a filmmaker based in Sydney,Qingxin Zheng as known as Chloe Zheng is a filmmaker based in Sydney,
Australia. As a graduate of screen and media of Royal Melbourne Institute ofAustralia. As a graduate of screen and media of Royal Melbourne Institute of
Technology and the College of the Arts of University of Sydney, she hasTechnology and the College of the Arts of University of Sydney, she has
interested in architecture, contemporary art, visual art and V.A.J.P. Her bodyinterested in architecture, contemporary art, visual art and V.A.J.P. Her body
of work currently spans short film, music video, video art installation andof work currently spans short film, music video, video art installation and
creative photography. Chloe is a valued participant in Rookwood HIDDENcreative photography. Chloe is a valued participant in Rookwood HIDDEN
Sculptures 2022 internship program.Sculptures 2022 internship program.

Chloe Zheng (Producer)Chloe Zheng (Producer)



SpecificationsSpecifications

Title: The Earth, The WormTitle: The Earth, The Worm
Running Time: 13:50 minsRunning Time: 13:50 mins
Completion Date: 26th January 2024Completion Date: 26th January 2024
Shooting Format: 4.6K - BlackMagic -DigitalShooting Format: 4.6K - BlackMagic -Digital  
Screening Format:DCP/ Apple ProRes 422 HQScreening Format:DCP/ Apple ProRes 422 HQ  
Aspect Ratio: 2.39:1 AnamorphicAspect Ratio: 2.39:1 Anamorphic  
Sound: 5.1 StereoSound: 5.1 Stereo
Country of Production: AustraliaCountry of Production: Australia
Year: 2024Year: 2024
Language: EnglishLanguage: English  

Production Company: Indivisual Productions (Arrbbee)Production Company: Indivisual Productions (Arrbbee)
dist/sales: Indivisual Productionsdist/sales: Indivisual Productions
Telephone: 0061 478 073 512Telephone: 0061 478 073 512
Email: arrbbeeproductions@gmail.comEmail: arrbbeeproductions@gmail.com
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