DISSOLUTION STUDIES
Series Bible
LOGLINE
A death-obsessed literature professor loses her job and must learn how to live among the breathing while maintaining her unique perspective on mortality in small-town Maine.
SERIES OVERVIEW
DISSOLUTION STUDIES is a dark academic comedy about Claire Morrison, a brilliant but unhinged professor whose obsession with cataloging celebrity deaths has left her utterly unprepared for actual life. After losing her tenure track position at Marlowe College for terrifying students with her morbid curriculum, Claire must rebuild her career and relationships while slowly discovering that studying life might be more challenging—and rewarding—than studying death.
Set in the fictional town of Claverton, Maine (population 2,317 and slowly declining), the series explores themes of grief, friendship, academic pretension, and the absurd ways we avoid confronting our own mortality. It's The Office meets Six Feet Under with the heart of Ted Lasso.
TONE
DISSOLUTION STUDIES balances dark humor with genuine emotional depth. While Claire's observations about death are often hilariously inappropriate, her underlying grief and isolation are treated with empathy. The comedy comes from character, not cruelty—we laugh with Claire's awkwardness, not at her pain.
The show finds humor in:
· Academic bureaucracy and pretension
· Small-town dynamics and gossip
· Claire's complete inability to read social situations
· The absurd lengths people go to avoid thinking about death
· The gap between intellectual knowledge and emotional intelligence
SETTING
Marlowe College - A struggling liberal arts school in rural Maine, where enrollment is declining and everyone knows everyone else's business. The college serves as a microcosm of academic anxiety, budget cuts, and generational divides.
Claverton, Maine - A former mill town that's seen better days, populated by longtime locals, retirees, and a few hardy souls trying to make it work. The kind of place where everyone has an opinion about everyone else's life choices.
MAIN CHARACTERS
CLAIRE MORRISON (35) - LEAD
Former professor of Comparative Mortality Literature, now unemployed and questioning everything. Brilliant, socially awkward, and prone to analyzing death when she should be living life. Her journey is about learning to engage with the messy, unpredictable world of living people while maintaining her unique intellectual perspective.
Character Arc: From death scholar to life student. Claire begins the series isolated by her obsessions and ends each season more connected to her community, though never losing her distinctive voice.
MAX RODRIGUEZ (30) - SERIES REGULAR
Assistant Professor of Contemporary Fiction, the only faculty member under 50 who doesn't fear Claire. Optimistic where Claire is pessimistic, but drawn to her unique worldview. Serves as Claire's guide to normal human behavior while learning from her unconventional insights.
Character Arc: Learns to appreciate Claire's perspective while helping her engage with life. Potential romantic interest, but the relationship develops slowly and organically.
DEAN PATRICIA HENDERSON (50s) - RECURRING
No-nonsense administrator trying to keep Marlowe College afloat. Sees Claire as both a liability and an asset—her classes were controversial but generated publicity. Represents institutional thinking vs. individual creativity.
DR. GERALD WHITMAN (60s) - RECURRING
Department head, old-school academic who's both intimidated and fascinated by Claire's research. Caught between protecting the department and supporting innovative scholarship.
SECRETARY BETH (60s) - RECURRING
College administrative assistant who's worked there longer than anyone and knows all the gossip. Maternal figure who worries about Claire's wellbeing.
VARIOUS TOWNSPEOPLE - RECURRING
The regulars at O'Malley's Pub, senior center attendees, local business owners—a rotating cast of small-town characters who provide Claire with opportunities to practice being human.
SERIES STRUCTURE
Season 1 Arc: "Learning to Live"
Claire loses her job, begins therapy (reluctantly), and starts engaging with the Claverton community. She discovers that studying living people is more complex than cataloging dead celebrities. The season ends with Claire finding a new direction—possibly as a grief counselor or community educator.
Season 2 Arc: "Applied Life Studies"
Claire attempts to use her death expertise to help living people, with mixed results. She might start a support group, work at a hospice, or teach community education classes. Romance with Max develops slowly.
Season 3 Arc: "Tenure Track to Life"
Claire creates her own version of academic success outside traditional institutions. She might write a book, start a podcast, or develop a unique therapeutic practice that combines her scholarly background with newfound empathy.
EPISODE STRUCTURE
Each episode typically follows Claire attempting to engage with some aspect of normal life (dating, friendship, community events) while applying her death-studies perspective. Episodes blend:
· A-Story: Claire's main challenge/growth opportunity
· B-Story: Supporting character development, usually Max or college politics
· C-Story: Small community subplot that Claire gradually becomes part of
· Running Gag: Claire's continued research, now focused on life instead of death
FUTURE EPISODES
Episode 2: "Office Hours"
Claire, now unemployed, holds "office hours" in various coffee shops around town, dispensing unsolicited advice about mortality to confused locals. When the coffee shop owner asks her to leave, she realizes she needs to learn the difference between teaching and preaching.
Episode 3: "Peer Review"
Claire reluctantly attends a faculty party where her former colleagues awkwardly avoid discussing her firing. She overhears their relief at her absence and must confront how her behavior affected others. Meanwhile, Max defends her research to skeptical colleagues.
Episode 4: "Independent Study"
Claire attempts online dating, treating each date like a research subject. Her clinical approach to romance horrifies potential matches until she meets someone equally analytical—a mortician who shares her appreciation for the macabre.
Episode 5: "Final Exam"
Claire is forced to attend her psychological evaluation to maintain her health insurance. The therapist's questions about her mother's death lead to breakthroughs about why she chose death studies as a way to avoid grieving.
Episode 6: "Extra Credit"
When a student from her former class contacts her for help with a death-related paper, Claire realizes she misses teaching. She begins tutoring students informally, learning to share her knowledge without traumatizing them.
Episode 7: "Academic Probation"
Claire's unemployment benefits are running out, forcing her to consider non-academic jobs. She interviews at various local businesses, bringing her unique perspective to everything from insurance sales to tour guiding.
Episode 8: "Course Correction"
A death in the Claverton community forces Claire to use her expertise to help grieving neighbors. She discovers that her knowledge can comfort rather than disturb when applied with empathy.
Episode 9: "Continuing Education"
Claire enrolls in a community college course on grief counseling, becoming a student again. Her classmates are intimidated by her expertise until she admits she knows nothing about helping the living process loss.
Episode 10: "Commencement"
Season finale. Claire creates her own version of graduation—a community workshop on "Living with Mortality." The townspeople who once feared her now appreciate her unique wisdom. Max confesses his feelings, and Claire begins to see a future beyond her past obsessions.
SERIES THEMES
Death as Teacher
Claire's expertise in death studies actually makes her uniquely qualified to help people live fully, once she learns to apply it with compassion rather than clinical detachment.
Community and Belonging
Small-town life forces Claire out of her academic isolation and into messy, unpredictable human relationships that can't be catalogued or controlled.
Grief and Growth
The series explores how different people process loss and how understanding mortality can lead to deeper appreciation of life.
Academic vs. Real World
The gap between theoretical knowledge and practical application, and how ivory tower thinking must adapt to serve actual human needs.
LONG-TERM POTENTIAL
Romantic Development: Claire and Max's relationship develops over multiple seasons, complicated by their different approaches to life but strengthened by mutual respect and genuine affection.
Career Evolution: Claire's journey from academic to community educator/grief counselor, possibly leading to her starting an innovative program that combines death education with life affirmation.
Community Integration: Claire gradually becomes an essential part of Claverton, known for her unconventional wisdom and ability to help people face difficult truths with humor and grace.
Academic Redemption: Potential for Claire to return to academia on her own terms, possibly creating a new interdisciplinary field that bridges death studies and life coaching.
MERCHANDISING/SPINOFF POTENTIAL
· "Claire's Life Studies" guidebook - Practical advice for living fully while acknowledging mortality
· Academic conference episodes - Claire returns to present her new research
· Prequel potential - Young Claire and her mother, exploring the origins of her death obsession
· Location-based spinoff - Other small college towns with their own eccentric faculty
PILOT EPISODE: "Terminal Degree"
[Previously established in script - Claire loses her job and begins her journey toward engaging with life instead of just studying death]
SERIES MOTTO
"Death is universal, but living is personal."

DISSOLUTION STUDIES offers audiences a unique blend of intellectual comedy and emotional depth, exploring universal themes of mortality and meaning through the lens of an unforgettable character who must learn that the most important lessons aren't found in books—they're found in the messy, beautiful, impossible business of being alive.

