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The Cost of Loving

Twenty minutes. One missing child. A love tested beyond
recognition.

When a couple’s adopted daughter disappears, the search for
truth leads them to the devastating realization that love
alone cannot undo what has already been set in motion.

Origin

The Cost of Loving is based on true events and developed as
an artistic response to the Inter-Agency Coordination Group
against Trafficking in Persons (ICAT). Inspired by firsthand
encounters with human trafficking investigations and systemic
failure, the film combines fictional storytelling with
documentary elements. It was created without a traditional
budget through the collaboration of artists in Germany and
the United States, in response to a global call to action.

DIRECTED BY
ANTON COBB & TODOR BARGANOV

Synopsis

Alex and Lucas share a life built on trust, resilience, and a deep love for their adopted
daughter, Sofia. When Sofia suddenly vanishes, their world collapses. As the investigation
unfolds, they discover that her adoption was never legitimate. It was part of a transnational
trafficking ring.

Guided by Freja, a determined investigator and trafficking survivor, the couple descends into
a complex web of lies, legal grey zones, and moral compromise. At the heart of this network is
Katarina Romanova, a woman whose role blurs the line between predator and victim. Every clue
challenges Alex and Lucas’s understanding of love, justice, and their own complicity.

Shot in Bavaria and Los Angeles, the film uses a restrained, intimate style to expose the
layers beneath public systems and personal guilt. The story unfolds not as a courtroom drama
but as a psychological reckoning, asking what love costs when it collides with truth.

More than a story of loss

The Cost of Loving introduces the fictional Department of Anti-Human Trafficking, a symbol of
what global collaboration could look like if driven by care rather than red tape. With
stylized sequences, documentary-inspired moments, and real-world references, the film offers a
human-centered vision of justice that resists spectacle and leans into emotional clarity.

Raw and urgent

The Cost of Loving is a haunting short film that breaks through the noise with a quiet,
unwavering voice. A call for action, a confrontation with fragility, and a cinematic
meditation on how we live with the consequences of what we love.

Contact: thecostofloving@icloud.com
Producers: Patrick Christopher Ehler, Inga Fabian



