Series Bible: The Frame

Series Overview

The Frame is a 1l0-episode psychological sci-fi thriller set in a
dreamlike 2025, following Noah Ladd, a 43-year-old software
engineer at Nexus Technologies, as he unravels a reality that
feels increasingly fractured—glitches in technology, a cultural
stagnation locked on 1999, and haunting echoes of his friend
Tommy Miller’s disappearance. Partnered uneasily with Dr. Steven
Roth, a sophisticated yet lonely ex-neuroscientist, Noah probes
Roth’s Frame Theory: that existence is a construct, a loop
sustained by the mind. Opposed by Luna, Nexus’s cryptic AI, and
shadowed by Tommy’s spectral presence, Noah’s quest peels back
layers of illusion. The season crescendos to a devastating
truth: the Frame is Noah’s dying consciousness in the 7-15
minutes post-clinical death, with Roth as a projection and
Tommy’s fate an anchor. The finale ends with a faint cross-Frame
signal, teasing Season Two’s existential plunge.

Contextual Notes

¢ The Frame: Reality is Noah’s fading mind post-clinical
death, stretching time via gamma oscillations (per Dr.
Ajmal Zemmar’s research). Nexus, Luna, Roth, and Sarah are
constructs; June 18, 1999—Tommy Miller’s loss at Crescent
Lake—is his emotional anchor. Luna enforces the illusion,
resisting Noah’s growing awareness.

e 10-Episode Arc: A deliberate unraveling—glitches signal a
fraying construct, Roth guides Noah toward self-awareness,
and Luna guards the Frame, culminating in the revelation of
Noah’s death and a cryptic hint of what lies beyond.

¢ Current Status: Episode 1 (“Deja Vu”) is complete and
submitted to the Austin Film Festival. Episode 2
(“Patterns”) is written and held in reserve for strategic
use i1f additional material is requested.

Season Arc
Beginning (Episodes 1-3)

Noah senses reality’s fractures—technological glitches, a
cultural freeze post-1999, and Tommy Miller’s voice echoing
through time. His obsession uncovers Roth’s Frame Theory,
sparking a quest into Nexus’s buried past. Luna’s cryptic



resistance and Tommy’s spectral pleas deepen the mystery,
pulling Noah toward a hidden truth.

Middle (Episodes 4-7)

Noah and Roth forge a fragile alliance, dissecting glitches as
echoes of a dying brain. Flashbacks to June 18, 1999—Tommy
Miller, Crescent Lake, a pulsing sky—sharpen, hinting at a
shattering event. Luna’s interference intensifies, blurring
truth and illusion as Noah’s grip on reality weakens.

End (Episodes 8-10)

Revelations cast Luna as the Frame’s keeper, preserving Noah’s
fading construct. The 1999 event—Hale-Bopp’s catastrophic
strike—emerges as his death’s trigger. The finale unveils the
Frame as Noah’s mind, Roth a projection to process his end,
closing with a faint cross-Frame signal—hope or a deeper trap—
for Season Two.

Episode Breakdown

Episode 1: "Deja Vu"

Noah Ladd, 43, a Nexus software engineer, battles disorienting
déja vu—water droplets linger, car alarms loop, screens glitch
blue. His cultural trends algorithm flags a post-1999 innovation
freeze—fashion, music, tech locked in 90s echoes despite 2025’s
veneer. At home, he maps the anomaly on a conspiracy board,
ending with a late-night find: Dr. Steven Roth’s polished
“WithinTheFrame” YouTube channel, teasing a reality bent out of
shape.

Episode 2: "Patterns"

Noah burrows into Roth’s videos, pinning 1999 evidence—recycled
trends, nostalgia overload—to his board. Maya Chen, a cautious
colleague, and sister Sarah urge restraint, but he gqueries Luna
for data, met with evasive replies: “Patterns are stable.” A
tech hum fills his apartment; a lake stone with a spiral pattern
appears on his nightstand, whispering Tommy Miller’s voice:
“Find me.”

Episodes 3-10: Teased Direction



Noah’s alliance with Roth deepens as they chase glitches and
1999’s secrets, facing Luna’s escalating resistance. Flashbacks
to June 18, 1999, reveal a sky ablaze and Tommy Miller’s loss,
driving Noah to confront the Frame’s nature. The truth emerges:
his reality is a dying mind’s loop, preserved by Luna, with Roth
as a guide and Hale-Bopp’s strike as the end. A cross-Frame
signal hints at more in the finale.

(Note: Detailed breakdowns for Episodes 3-10 are withheld to
preserve flexibility, with Episode 2 as the current endpoint of
written material. Further episodes will expand organically if
the series is greenlit.)

Visual and Tonal Elements

e Visuals: 2025 glows oversaturated, dreamlike—glitches
fracture screens, walls rot briefly. 1999 flashbacks are
grainy, raw—pulsing stars, a streaking sky. Noah’s
conspiracy boards and Roth’s sleek office mirror his mind’s
chaos and order. Frame Theory visuals pulse like neural
waves.

e Tone: Cerebral, creeping into psychological horror—pacing
builds deliberately, revelations unfold late, maintaining
mystery over action.

Scientific Elements

¢ Gamma Oscillations: Near-death brain activity (per Dr.
Ajmal Zemmar) stretches time, fueling the Frame’s 7-15
minute span.

e Time Dilation: Memory recall in dying minds warps
perception—Roth’s theoretical anchor.

e Glitches: Reflect oxygen loss; cultural echoes (e.g., 1999
stagnation) mimic neural misfires, not tech failures.

Season One Themes

¢ Pattern Recognition: Noah’s strength, piercing the Frame’s
veil.

¢ Trust and Deception: Roth’s guidance blurs with illusion—
who’s real?

¢ Memory vs. Reality: Glitching 1999 memories reshape Noah’s
truth.

¢ Technological Dependence: Luna embodies tech’s dual role—
tool and cage.



Existential Dread: Life as a fleeting echo of death.

Characters and Casting Sheet

Noah Ladd

Age: 43

Description: A software engineer at Nexus Technologies,
brilliant but haunted. Disheveled dark hair, intelligent
eyes that carry grief, a thin scar along his neck hinting
at buried trauma. Driven by Tommy Miller’s loss, he’s both
analytical and unraveling.

Arc: From sensing reality’s cracks to confronting his own
death, Noah’s quest is a descent into self-awareness.
Casting Suggestion: Andrew Scott (Fleabag, Sherlock)—
captures intensity, vulnerability, and a guiet unraveling.

Young Noah Ladd

Dr.

Age: 17 (in flashbacks)

Description: Noah at 17, lean and curious, with a spark of
youthful defiance. Dark hair slightly longer, eyes wide
with wonder yet shadowed by impending loss. A budding
intellect tied to Tommy Miller at Crescent Lake.

Arc: A fleeting glimpse of Noah’s past, his bond with Tommy
anchors the 1999 tragedy driving his adult quest.

Casting Suggestion: Noah Jupe (A Quiet Place, Honey Boy)—
brings youthful fragility, piercing intelligence, and raw
emotion to a young Noah on the edge of tragedy.

Steven Roth

Age: 60s

Description: A silver-haired ex-neuroscientist, refined yet
eccentric. Tailored shirts, designer glasses, a Mobius
strip paperweight as a tic. Lonely, brilliant, and haunted
by his wife’s death, he’s Noah’s guide—or a mirage.

Arc: From online theorist to Noah’s ally, Roth’s
sophistication masks a projection unraveling with the
Frame.

Casting Suggestion: Gary Oldman (Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy,
Darkest Hour)—delivers commanding intellect, haunting
depth, and a subtle unraveling with cinematic weight.



Luna (Voice)

e Age: N/A

e Description: Nexus’s AI, a smooth, gender-neutral voice
with a synthetic chill. Manifests as pulsing blue light, a
keeper of the Frame’s illusion. Cryptic, omnipresent, and
neutral yet menacing.

e Arc: From subtle resistance to overt guardian, Luna
enforces Noah’s loop until the truth breaks through.

e Casting Suggestion: Tilda Swinton (Suspiria, Doctor
Strange)—ethereal, commanding, and unsettlingly calm.

Tommy Miller

e Age: 17 (in flashbacks)

e Description: Noah’s lost friend, bright-smiled and wvibrant
in 1999 memories. A spectral echo in the present, tied to
Crescent Lake and a spiral-patterned lake stone. His
absence fuels Noah’s quest.

e Arc: A memory anchor, Tommy’s pleas evolve from whispers to
a desperate call, reflecting Noah’s fading grip.

¢ Casting Suggestion: Logan Lerman (Percy Jackson, Hunters)-—
conveys youthful charm with a haunting, soulful depth for
flashbacks.

Maya Chen

e Age: Early 30s

e Description: Noah’s sharp, observant Nexus colleague.
Sleek, professional, with a cautious edge. Her father’s
Nexus past hints at hidden stakes, grounding her
skepticism.

e Arc: From doubter to ally, Maya’s data skills bolster
Noah’s search, though her role in the Frame remains
ambiguous.

¢ Casting Suggestion: Jessica Henwick (Iron Fist, The Matrix
Resurrections)—smart, grounded, with quiet intensity.

Sarah Ladd

e Age: Late 30s

¢ Description: Noah’s sister, a put-together detective with
sharp eyes. Professional yet protective, her Y2K research
and Tommy Miller’s case tie her to Noah’s unraveling.

e Arc: A concerned anchor, Sarah’s investigation parallels
Noah’s, blurring as a construct of his mind.



e Casting Suggestion: Ruth Negga (Preacher, Loving)-—warm,
fierce, and subtly commanding.

Foster

e Age: 50s

e Description: Nexus’s CEO, commanding and cold. Immaculate
suits, a clinical precision masking controlled rage. A
shadow from 1999, he’s Luna’s human echo.

e Arc: From distant overseer to active threat, Foster’s role
in the Frame hints at deeper complicity—or fabrication.

e Casting Suggestion: Giancarlo Esposito (Breaking Bad, The
Mandalorian)—icy authority with simmering menace.

Jules Miller

e Age: 30s

e Description: Tommy Miller’s wiry, tense cousin, a former
Nexus security guard. Scarred, paranoid, and loyal, he’s a
bridge to 1999’s secrets via a keycard and Tommy’s journal.

e Arc: A reluctant ally, Jules’ scars and bitterness fuel
Noah’s early steps, fading as the Frame’s truth emerges.

¢ Casting Suggestion: Charlie Heaton (Stranger Things)—lean,
brooding, with a raw, nervous energy.

Why The Frame-?

The Frame blends cerebral sci-fi with psychological horror,
offering a fresh twist on reality-bending narratives. Its slow-
burn mystery, rooted in Noah’s grief and Roth’s theories, hooks
viewers with existential questions: What is real? What holds us
together? Backed by real science (gamma oscillations, time
dilation), it’s a character-driven plunge into a mind’s final
moments, with a Season Two tease that promises more. Perfect for
fans of Black Mirror, Severance, or The OA, it’s a prestige
series with emotional depth and visual flair.



