WATER WHISPERS’s Review by Diana R

Water Whispers is a profoundly meditative short film that combines poetic realism and
psychological drama. The film follows a bipolar bike delivery woman who takes a moving
trip to Vietnam to scatter her father's ashes on the lake of his hometown. The film,
however, takes an existential turn, challenging the limits between dreams and reality. Water
Whispers also has a distinct visual style that employs suggestive cinematography to convey
the fluidity of memory and recollection. The film's meditative quality is also assisted by its
recurring deployment of water as a metaphor for healing and impermanence. Szeto's
direction is both intimate and expansive, ranging from the teeming streets of Hong Kong to
the pastoral countryside of Vietnam. The camerawork employs a mix of wide-angle setups
to emphasize the isolation of the protagonist and handheld footage for immediacy

Jane Wong delivers an understated performance, employing restrained body language and
subdued facial expressions to evoke her character's inner conflict. The narrative is invested
with emotional resonance in her interaction with a sick girl who acts as a catalyst for
introspection. The non-linear nature of the film assists in bringing about the dream-like
atmosphere, as the editing seamlessly intercuts the past incidents, present actions, and
fantasy sequences. With an ethereal soundtrack that brings out the dark underside of the
film, the sound design is particularly noticeable. The water murmurs, ambient sound, and
very little dialogue make for a chilling audio experience. Visual narrative dominates due to
the simplicity and profundity of the script. Water Whispers is finally a poignant meditation
on existential consciousness, mental health, and loss. The movie asks viewers to
contemplate the vulnerability of reality and the strength of self-reconciliation with its poetic
storytelling and sense-based imagery, which stays with one long after the last image.



