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The Space Rodent 
 

★★★★★ 
Critical Analysis​ ​  

"The Space Rodent" is a delightfully 
chaotic blend of humor, suspense, and 
extraterrestrial mayhem that captures 
the spirit of 1980s creature features with 
a fresh, modern twist. Jason D. Morris, 
known for his body of work in darker, 
more brooding genres, ventures into the 
realm of comedy-horror with this film, 
delivering a whimsical yet gripping tale 
that feels like a love letter to classic 
B-movies. With its quirky characters, 
fast-paced action, and a hilariously 
terrifying alien rodent at the center, the 
film offers an experience that is both 
nostalgic and thoroughly entertaining. 
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Set against the backdrop of Halloween 
night in the small, seemingly peaceful 
town of Cavell, Illinois, the story takes us 
on a rollercoaster of absurdity and thrills. 
From the moment Mac, Dean, Amanda, 
and Skyler’s festive plans unravel, the 
audience is thrust into a world where the 
ordinary collides spectacularly with the 
extraordinary. The decision to root the 
chaos in a holiday known for its mischief 
and playfulness adds an additional layer 
of charm, amplifying the film’s balance of 
humor and suspense. At its core, "The 
Space Rodent" is a story about friendship 
and resilience, told through the lens of an 
absurd alien invasion. The camaraderie 
between the four friends is the emotional 
anchor of the film, grounding the 
outrageous premise with genuine heart. 
Each character brings something unique 
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to the table—Mac’s dry wit, Dean’s 
lovable ineptitude, Amanda’s fierce 
determination, and Skyler’s sharp 
intelligence—all of which create a 
dynamic ensemble that carries the 
narrative. Their interactions, both 
humorous and heartfelt, give the film its 
humanity amidst the chaos of alien 
attacks and outlandish mishaps. The 
titular alien rodent is both a source of 
terror and comedic relief, a brilliant 
creature design that perfectly embodies 
the film’s tone. It’s a symbol of the 
unexpected disruptions in life, a 
monstrous yet oddly charming 
antagonist that keeps the audience both 
laughing and on the edge of their seats. 
Morris and his team skillfully use the 
creature to heighten the stakes while 
never losing sight of the film’s playful 
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spirit. The rodent’s unpredictable 
behavior mirrors the unpredictable 
nature of life itself, especially when faced 
with the absurd and the unknown. The 
film’s visual aesthetic is another 
highlight. Shot on the Blackmagic 6K, 
"The Space Rodent" boasts a polished yet 
deliberately campy look that pays 
homage to its 1980s influences. The 
lighting, particularly in the night scenes, 
evokes the eerie glow of vintage horror 
while maintaining a vibrancy that keeps 
the film lively and engaging. The special 
effects, though modest due to the 
production budget, are clever and 
effective, showcasing Morris’s ability to 
make the most of his resources. The 
practical effects and the use of shadows 
and close-ups make the alien rodent feel 
both real and larger-than-life, a creature 
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that belongs to the pantheon of 
memorable movie monsters. One of the 
film’s most commendable achievements 
is its ability to balance humor with 
genuine tension. The comedy is sharp 
and well-timed, often rooted in the 
characters’ reactions to the increasingly 
absurd situations they find themselves in. 
Dean’s clumsy attempts at heroism, 
Amanda’s exasperated eye-rolls, and 
Skyler’s deadpan observations all 
contribute to a script that feels lively and 
authentic. Yet, amidst the laughs, the 
suspense remains palpable, with 
moments of genuine peril that keep the 
audience invested in the outcome. 
Symbolically, "The Space Rodent" 
touches on themes of facing fears and 
embracing the unexpected. The alien 
rodent serves as a metaphor for life’s 
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curveballs—those moments of chaos that 
force us to adapt and grow. The 
Halloween setting reinforces this idea, as 
the holiday itself is a celebration of the 
eerie and the unknown, a time when the 
boundaries between the ordinary and the 
extraordinary blur. By pitting its 
characters against an otherworldly 
threat, the film underscores the resilience 
of human spirit and the strength of unity 
in the face of adversity. The 
performances are another standout 
feature of the film. Robert Carrera as 
Mac brings a natural charm and wit to 
the role, while David Minard’s portrayal 
of Dean provides a perfect foil with his 
bumbling yet endearing demeanor. 
Shelby Broadnax and Leah Bernard shine 
as Skyler and Amanda, their chemistry 
with the rest of the cast elevating the 

 



8 

 

group’s dynamic. The ensemble works 
seamlessly together, making their 
interactions feel genuine and their 
victories hard-earned. Morris’s decision 
to step into the comedy-horror genre for 
the first time pays off beautifully. His 
director statement, emphasizing the 
film’s intent as a fun, whimsical popcorn 
flick, captures the essence of what "The 
Space Rodent" achieves. It’s clear that he 
approached the project with a deep love 
for the genre and a desire to create 
something that not only entertains but 
also brings people together in shared 
laughter and suspense. "The Space 
Rodent" is a charming, high-energy romp 
that will appeal to fans of classic creature 
features and newcomers alike. Jason D. 
Morris’s foray into comedy-horror is a 
resounding success, a film that combines 
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heart, humor, and a dash of 
extraterrestrial chaos to create an 
unforgettable experience. It’s a 
celebration of friendship, resilience, and 
the joy of embracing the absurd—exactly 
what the world needs more of. With its 
quirky characters, sharp writing, and 
nostalgic charm, "The Space Rodent" 
firmly establishes itself as a cult classic in 
the making. 
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