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After finally escaping
the trauma of her
childhood and moving to
New York, a young
woman struggles to
reconcile her past during
the months after
September 11th.




story



In September of 2001, as Chloe is beginning her senior year of college in a performing arts program in lower
Manbhattan, she discovers she is HIV positive. After the nurse asks her if she has any idea how she may have
acquired the virus she answers "no" but in the montage that follows we discover that Chloe could have become
infected through any one of a number of different channels. The second plane crashes into the World Trade
Center, only blocks away.

Over the weeks that follow, as Chloe struggles to deal with her diagnosis, the country struggles to deal with living
in a new kind of world.

Unaware of what Chloe is going through emotionally and physically, one of her classmates, Trevor, shyly tries to
engage with her, only to be repeatedly rebuffed. Another classmate, Harry, brash and obnoxious does the same,
but Chloe shows more interest. In a series of flashback scenes we discover that Chloe's mother died by suicide
when Chloe was in High School and that she lived with her step-father, Doug, after her death before becoming

estranged. Having not seen each other for over three years, Doug takes steps to reintroduce himself into his
step-daughter's life.

Not giving into her despair, Chloe decides to try to take positive steps towards getting her life together. She
begins taking the prescribed HIV medication and struggles with their horrendous side effects, and finally agrees
to spend time with Trevor. The pair open up to each other over drinks at a bar and Chloe decides to take Trevor

home with her, but when they get there he is too drunk to have sex and she tells the unconscious Trevor about her
mother’s suicide and shows him the sideways cutting scars on her ams.



Tired of hurting herself, tired of feeling sick all the time from her medications, and tired of having HIV, Chloe is
exhausted and has had enough. She begins to compose her suicide note, tosses her medications, and heads over
to Harry's place.

With only fuzzy memories of the evening before, Chloe begins to suspect that Harry might have drugged her.
Something is not right. She investigates and discovers that Harry has been drugging women and videotaping
himself having sex with them. She takes his VHS tape and is followed back to her apartment by Harry where he
violently rapes her. Instead of seeing the actual assault we see, in a flashback, a violent confrontation between
Chloe and Doug.

Bloody and beaten, Chloe gathers the strength she needs to kill Harry, using the knife she has used to cut herself
since her mothers death. She returns to campus and leaves her suicide note, in the form of her final term paper,
on her professor’s desk, returning home to cut her wrists one last time, longways for results.

Doug arrives at Chloe's apartment and discovers both bodies. Chloe is still alive, barely.

In the last scene Doug and Chloe are eating together in a restaurant, smiling and laughing, but it is unclear if this
is a memory or in the future.



cast



Courtney Campbell as Chloe

Courtney Campbell is an actor and playwright. A graduate from the New School, with a BFA
in Drama, she is the founder of the experimental theater group “The Fricks” in 2019,
beginning with their signature secret Halloween experience, along with many other

spectacular performances.

She is an immersive actor that takes risks and gracefully controls the direction of her
characters, portraying them in an honest and compelling light.

She starred in Anna Serig’s short “Dying to Survive” winning Best Actress at the Apple Box
Film Festival. She makes her feature film debut with Sideways for Attention.



Ted Sutherland as Harry

Ted Sutherland, born in New York City, is a versatile actor known for his engaging
performances across television and film.

He is widely recognized for his notable roles in the popular TV series The Walking Dead and
HBO’s The Deuce, as well as the 2018 film Rise. His compelling portrayals in these projects
have earned him significant attention from both critics and audiences. Sutherland also lent his
voice to Jack Marston in the critically acclaimed video game Red Dead Redemption 2,
further demonstrating his range and ability to bring characters to life across different media.

As he continues to captivate audiences with his performances, Ted Sutherland remains a
rising star whose future projects are eagerly anticipated by fans and industry insiders alike.
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Brady Bryson
Writer/Director

After his parents brought him to see a 30 year anniversary screening of Martin Scorsese's
Taxi Driver (He was six at the time) Brady decided that he was going to become a director.
He promptly began creating stop-motion films and had graduated to iPad based production

until, after a chance encounter with Rob Reiner, he decided to become an actor first.
During their brief conversation Mr. Reiner convinced Brady that in order to better
understand what he was asking the actors to do on screen it would be best if he understood
what it was like to be on the other side of the lens. Brady started with roles in short films,
television and off-Broadway theater.

He studied Meisner with Jim Parrack at Playhouse West Brooklyn Lab and trained with
James Franco, Kathleen Turner, Ally Sheedy and Leven Rambin among others. A graduate
of the College of Performing Arts (COPA) at the New School (BFA in May 2022) with
honors and winner of the Vinnette Justine Carroll Award, Brady is now an MFA candidate
in Dramatic Writing at New York University (NYU/TISCH).

Three of his short films, 57 Days, Spider on the Train and Where to Now? have been
accepted into 41 festivals, winning a total of 17 awards, including Best Short Film
Screenplay for the NYLIFF, and the Golden Remi Award at the Houston International Film
Festival. His feature film debut, Sideways for Attention, will premire at Flickers Rhode
Island Film Festival.
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Jessica Ellis
Production Designer

Jessica Ellis is an artist and production

designer working in feature films and
etwork television. She developed her career
in film throu

fine art. In

1gh the evolution of her work in
her studio practice, she creates
performative, research-based work and
sculptural video installations. Her work in
film and television is rooted in historical

world-building, immersive environments, and

character exploration, providing a vessel for
filmmakers' collaboration through the
development of the set. Ellis holds an MFA

from Hunter Col lc* e and resides in
Ridgewood, Queens.

John J McNulty
Wardrobe Designer

John McNulty has had a creativity toward
which was working in the hair and makeup

world ever since his first job as assistant Hair

and Makeup supervisor for the Broadway
show, [{FNT. For 16 years, John supervised
hair, wig, and makeup departments for 13
Bmad\\ ay shows and designed the makeup
for the 2015 Broadway production of “Of
Mice and Men”. In the midst of all this, John
managed to find time to commit to studying
the Sanford Meisner acting technique where
he studied at Playhouse West Brooklyn Lab

for fiv s in Fort Greene, Brooklyn.

Colorado Rutledge
Editor

Colorado Rutledge is an Award Winning film

editor. He found his voice by bringing to life,
not only American independent films, but
also pictures from all

including Ghana, the Philippines, and Japan
With a passion for world building through

corners of the world,
»)!
n

pictures and audio, his work is d«‘n ned by
bold choices in pace, and evocative sou mi
design. His recent work includes LOV]

BOMB, SIDEWAYS FOR ATTENTION, and

LAST WEEKEND.
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directors statement



I grew up in a span of time that began with the beginning of the 21st century; i.e. Jan 2001 and 9/11. If I
can’t be the voice of my generation who can? A generation that grew up with Osama bin Laden and 9/11.
The constant threat of terrorism. Both external threats and internal threats. Global warming and climate
change; floods, heat waves, and droughts. Then news reporting almost daily on HIV and STDs. The opioid
epidemic and substance abuse. The Covid pandemic. Black Lives Matter and the Me Too movement.
LGTBQ and the ever changing continuum of gender challenging old ways of thinking. The internet and its
easy access to graphic violence and pornography. And the concept of fake news! I am a recent NY city
college grad writing about college students in NY! College kids who can’t find work upon graduation and
have student loans that make it impossible for them to feel successful. My lifetime has been during a time of
unrivaled change. Full of anxiety, fear, hopelessness, anger, and acting out in multiple ways!

As a college student in lower Manhattan, I found navigating social dynamics very challenging. I had come
from a very small school for students with learning differences (a very small school, I was in their first
graduating high school class, actually I was their first graduating class, it was only me), so you can imagine
what it was like to suddenly find myself at The New School. It was as if I were in a completely foreign
country. In this way I identify with Chloe, someone who has had to adapt, struggle, and overcome. As a
college student, I was immediately struck by how open my new friends and peers were to sexual
experimentation and promiscuity, often using birth control but not contraceptives. My father has been an
anesthesiologist at Mount Sinai in Manhattan for as long as I can remember, so I grew up learning about
these things from the physician’s perspective, but not from the perspective of someone who was actually
living in this reality as many of my new friends were. Part of why I wrote Sideways for Attention was to try
to make some sense of behavior which seemed, on the surface, to be so self-destructive.



I was 14 months old on September 11th, 2001. At the time, though I was too young to actually
remember, my father was a resident working in the ICU. To this day, when the topic of 9/11 comes
up he is very hesitant to talk about what happened that day, and he still won’t watch old news
coverage or films of the attacks. The one thing he has told me was about how he watched the early
reports of the first plane hitting the South Tower, that it was described as a small plane by the
reporter, and that he could tell that it was not a small plane and absolutely was not an accident. He
spent the next few hours triaging, stabilizing and transporting all of his patients out of the ICU to
make room for patients who would never arrive.

While this is clearly a very personal trauma for him, it is one that was shared by so many on that
day, and this is what I wanted to explore in Sideways: the experience of personal trauma lost within
the backdrop of national trauma. My goal, with this film, is not to depict gratuitous pain, but to
provoke questioning on our value system and how we treat and respect ourselves. How much has
really changed over the past 20 years? Has HIV infection become normalized now that we have
prophylactic medications? Are we taking HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases for granted?
How desensitized have we become since the inclusion of cell phones and social media? What does
our new state of wokeness really look like and where can we improve?



I explore these themes by going back to a culturally traumatic event where the consequences of
unprotected sex was feared and considered a death sentence. A time when we lacked an openness
to emotional intelligence and simply swept things under the rug. Sideways focuses on a young
female protagonist's journey navigating a personal tragedy in the midst of a cultural tragedy, and
where those worlds intersect. What's unique to this story is that her moral character grows
throughout each act, until she emerges as the unlikely hero against a privileged white student who
has been feigning being the good guy while drugging and video taping his female friends and
girlfriend behind the scenes. While not original, accountability for college men is something that
we still struggle with today in the court of law and not something I want for any of my friends,
male or female.

- Brady Bryson
Writer/Director
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behind the scenes
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press

FILM DAILY
Brady Oliver Bryson: A Fresh Voice in

Cinema with “Sideways for Attention”

The Influential
Brady Bryson: Navigating the Spotlight

MSN.COM
SPOTLIGHT: Brady Bryson: From

Child Actor to Independent Filmmaker


https://filmdaily.co/lifestyle/brady-oliver-bryson-a-fresh-voice-in-cinema-with-sideways-for-attention/
https://www.the-influential.com/2024/03/brady-bryson-navigating-spotlight.html
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/spotlight-brady-bryson-from-child-actor-to-independent-filmmaker/ar-BB1oQkSP?disableErrorRedirect=true&infiniteContentCount=0
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ChlO€.....evveereeereereeieeceeceeeee e Courtney Campbell

Harry.oeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeece e, Ted Sutherland
TIEVOL....veeeereierieereereeeee et Brady Bryson
MBIERret..vicanimmapmsimramssssims Meg Bush
Richmond.causmsissmsnanmussvsas Morgen Mckynzie
XL RO AR TR 1 B NRPE Sam Drust

R il i b Liam McGowan
IO e e R S N JR Carter

<7310 /R O e TR ey Angel Desai

T s e R S S Kerri Lousie
Nurse Panltié cammsansissrmmsssmnss Annie Pisapia
BOoSpHONIRN. ..oonsinscmmussopmsasassspss Londi Brooks

76l iTaTn] A0 Annette Smith
Chinese Restaurant Manager............... Lyman Chen

Jimi Lam....cocoevenenieniininiencncceeee Alex Duong
Angry CuStOmMeT.....ccceevveerueeneeerreenieenne Peter Van Wagner
Chinese Restaurant Worker 1............... Wilden Weihn
Chinese Restaurant Worker 2............... Jonon Gansukh
Homeless Man:.....c..oipiiemmaasings Martin Pfefferkorn
POINGAIL Luiiiiniibnitiimimniie Faye Yvette McQueen
BArametie 2w s o Zeby Khan
Euneral Director ey Shahjehan Khan
Annie the Cab Driver....coaimiscs Grace Stockdale
Bt Bryson s nasmsamia e mmsmms Tom Martin
Bartendet s nsmsmasanmmmrsnmesmns Jay Ferrero

Hans (Hot:Guy: at Bar).ussswsmssmsmsssss Martin Rinab

Thomas (Man at Hotel).............cc.c....... Russell J. Gannon

Man (Heroin).......cceecveevveeveesvecveenennn Jonathan Holtzman
Woman (Heroin).........ccceevveeeveereennenne. Sarah Helbringer
Clinic WOrker........ccceeveeveeveevenvennne Jessica Ellis
SoeRoily CArt. i morne Shaun Rey
Bounger lisvpmininnianeisnasinss Manu Menon
BOUNCer: 2 s is s i Jordyn Crawford
IO i s i Talin Schell
Museutn-Attendee: e m s Kat Vita
Stige ManAser s ssssce s William A Toranto
AN TR v sa i Audrey
Theater AteNAEes: mnsmsmamanmss Luca Giloito
Niki Chernitska
Caelyn Osbern
Max Goldbaum
Patrick Hart
Madison losia
Julia Schell
Seda Uzunoglu
Clme Waihing ROt .. i Isabella Valentino
Mary Casey
STAdemES s ammmsrm s Olivia Helaine
Emma Magnus
Veronika Chernitska



Bar Patrons

.......................................... Jordan Bonn

Patty QOGS oo commimanmsmasss sy

Club Goers

Sam Deturris
Hudson King
Aidan Lally
Giuditta Lattanzi
Kamau Mitchell
Stanley Solarte
Tyler Thompson
Kevin Venard
Trevor Watson
Leif Wigrin

.Lukas Lane
Ken Ocasio
Kaley Mamo
Cherise James
Willa Tobin
Seda Uzunoglu

Lorenz Alexzander

Maci Zakarin
Soliana Tewolde

Finn
Sofia Sparta
Theo Touitou

Exeeutive Produeers.s:aseism s Amity Bryson

Ethan Bryson
Prodiiction Manmager s nnaansuss Tyler Gray Scott Simpson
First Assistant Director..........cccccveuue.e. Matthew Panepinto
Production Coordinators.........c..cccueeneene Keira Brings

Andrei Buna
CASUngE DIIOEOT o ornmsamsassosmonmss Serafina Tiranno-Cimisi
Script SUPEIVISOL.....cc.covueruerieerereeniannnens Katherine Reich
Add'l Script SUpervisor...........coceeveeueee Aaron Scharon Knight
Intimeey Coordinator. ... Colleen Hughes
Stunt Coordinater::, .« saanisinmigg Seth Andrew Bridges
Production'Designer gl Jessica Ellis
ol S R P TR Katherine Heaton
DI . i i i Mike Simari

Zachary Grant

Property Master/Special FX.................... Frances Shpol



Set Construction..........eeeevverrereeseennenne Frederick Smith
Graphic Designer.........ccccecuevereeveennenne Alex Chambers
ATt ASSIStANL....covveeeeeeeieeieeereeesienens Jennifer Hussey
Add Production Designer..................... Meghan Chou
Camera First Assistant Camera............ Robert Lau
Second Assistant Camera/DIT............. Jeff Schultz
Key Glifsssnussonnamscam e Shamus Lobene
Paul Wallace
BB s R HJ Kim
BBG.cosmsmsnsasunpeman st Brooks Finnie
1 | o IO Jack Davisa
Alphonse Silvestri
Electric Gaffer........cccceeveenieneeniennennne. Maja Feeney
BBE.....oeeneeceeee e Alex Rizzo
Jonathan Iturriaga-DaSilva
Electrig/Swing:, saissiaiitssiaimsias Caiya Sanchez-Strauss
BSOS viinisciinnshiniiibimiiniiiie Peter Steininger
Chris Morgan
Luis Chavez
SO RecorliSt...ccimimimmnsmsmsaiss Walid Alhamdy
Boom Operator: sovsmssnsmnvanammarss Rowan Davis

HMU Wardrobe Designer

KeyHMUA/SFX Makeup........cccccue.... John Mcnulty
Hair and Makeup..........coceeveevverercvennenne Tiffany Brooks
HMUR nmmmnommiismsmmnisismmm Abigail Marin
Karly Stigliano
.5 [ BF; SRRt M RO SRS S Heidi Brown
Key Production Assistant...................... Hugo Salazar
1st Team Production Assistant.............. Sean Williams
Tariq Allen
Production ASSIStaNts. . .....cuussusssansssse Paul O'Connor

Renzo Olivieri
Jimmy Stanley
Gabriel Oliviera
George Desjarlais
Vincent Orlando
Luka Esposito
Eric Grisanti

L ocation IV AN ADTET v i i s Anthony "Tony Locations"
Flynn

Partking Coardiiator: ... cusamnmaisn Jeff "Kijana" Brown

G&E Trick PHiverSsesosnanssinmnnd Christopher Barrett

Hisheen Armstrong



Camera Truck Driver.......cccoeeeeeeeeeenne.. Matthew William Jensen

Eamera Truck Drver mmammemsis Derek Stalley

Tl Dibver- PR coiiaisinisus Eric Grisani

Truck DEver PAvussisissississsimasssass Shane Samsel

Passenver Van Prvet: i sssssimsiss Cesar Tejada

Taxi Handler..........ccoeeeueeeeeeceeeeeenneee Tom Nikko

Rarkinig AssIStants s Donald Richardson
Ian Smith

Natasha Seepersaud

Re-Recording Mix/Sound Designer..... Tom Gambale
Re-Recording Mix Supervisor.............. Camille DeBiase
Sound Desigher s Colorado Rutledge
LT E L . MCM Studios NYC
Online Conform..........ccceeeeveeeeeeeennenne. SUBVOYANT
)y T Jason Cacioppo
Asistant BAROL s Amos Bullard
PailicsiPrepatation o Justin Nixon
Markating PUDBCITE o Adam Nelson

Kat Carlson

MUsiC SUPETVISOTL.......cccververrerireeireerennns Lilah Obregon-Wilson



"Dealing With The Roster"

Written by Antonius Holkenborg and Patrick Tilon I Performed by

Junkie XL Courtesy of Roadrunner Records By arrangement with
Warner Music Group Film & TV Licensing

"Fat Lip"

Written by Dave Baksh, Stephen Jocz, Greig Nori and Deryck
Whibley Performed by Sum 41 Courtesy of Island Records By
arrangement with Universal Music Enterprises

"Heroin Girl"

Written by Arthur Alexakis, Ralph Cuthbert, and Craig Montoya
Performed by Everclear Songs of Universal Inc Courtesy of
Capitol Records By arrangement with Universal Music
Enterprises

"Everywhere"

Written by Michelle Branch, Matthew Bronleave, Tiffany Lee,
and John Shanks Performed by Michelle Branch Courtesy of
Maverick Recording Company By arrangement with Warner
Music Group Film & TV Licensing

"Hamburger Lady"

Written by Oeyvind Aarsnes and Joern Stubberud Performed by
Throbbing Gristle Publishing Peermusic IIT LTD

Courtesy of Industrial Records

"Chainsaw Gutsfucked"

Written by Oeyvind Aarsnes and Joern Stubberud Performed by
Mayhem

Courtesy of Century Media Records By arrangement with Sony
Music US

"Take My Picture"
Written by Richard Michael Patrick Performed by Filter Courtesy
of Craft Recordings, a Division of Concord



SPECIAL THANKS
Annette Smith
Debra Sagner
William Dineen
Adrian Camacho
Workhouse PR
Sallie Slate at First Presbyterian Church of the City of New York
Steve Reichl at First Presbyterian Church of the City of New York
NYC Mayor's Office
The City of Hoboken
The City of East Hanover Renard Patterson at Hidden Event Venue
Daniels Wilhelmina Funeral Home
Anthony DeMaio at Buttertree Studios
Tom Cadawas at Buttertree Studios
Mike Ziyac at Buttertree Studios
Wendy Li at Spicy Village
Aaron Boucher at Field Colony Art Gallery
Dorian's Red Hand NYC
Eric at Original Tees
Derek Kasper at John Jay College
EZ Tech Computers of Beachwood New Jersey
The Hand Prop Room
Fennick Studio Props
Barbizon
Edge Auto
Witts End
Tracking Shot
Lux
Hello World
Gotham Sound



Extra Special Thank You to My Grandma for All Her Love and Support
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Country of Origin: United States of America mr.weirdbob is the author
of this motion picture for
the purposes of U.S. copyright law and the Berne Convention, as well
as other international laws giving effect thereto.

The characters and events portrayed in this motion picture are fictitious.
Any similarity to actual persons, living or dead, or to actual events is
purely coincidental.

Ownership of this motion picture is protected under the laws of the
United States of America and other countries. Any unauthorized
duplication, distribution or exhibition of this motion picture or any part
thereof (including soundtrack) could result in criminal prosecution as
well as civil liability.

Copyright © 2024 mr.weirdbob






