CAN YOU HIDE YOUR TRUTH FROM YOUR FAMILY

CAST:WEIYU ZHOU [ IVY ZHENG, QI LU / DUO WANG, YINING LU / LYDIA KHOR, ZEXU LIN / LEO FUNG,
MING LU / GUANGHUA LV, YANG LIU  EMMA FENG, CHUNFENG JIN / XIANGMEI LU

DIRECTED AND WRITTEN BY MOHAN LIU, PRODUCED BY JINGYE XU, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR : SELENA WU, DIRECTOR OF
PHOTOGRAPHY : MARK CHEN, 1ST ASSISTANT CAMERA& BEST BOY : TOM XIAO, GAFFER : HANK ZHANG, PRODUCTION
DESIGNER : YUJO PAN & XIAOJING FU, SOUND RECORDIST : KING CAO & DEMON CONG, COMPOSER : EVELYN LAN, STILL
PHOTOGRAPHY : GEORGE CHAN EDITOR: FU ZHAO & YAN GENG, COLORIST: MARK CHEN
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Spring Festival is a small town drama about a young Chinese couple who pretend to be happy to
their conservative family at a big New Year celebration. But Zhou is secretly desperate to divorce her
husband Lu, and Lu is determined not to sign on the divorce papers.
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Fi® | Director
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Specifications
8. K&E=1+  Title: Spring Festival
IH<: 134258 RunTime: 13min 25seconds
KB RIS Genre: Drama
ExX: #E Country: China
Fl{ERtiE]: 2024 Production Year: 2024
BE: HiBiE Language:mandarin
Efgtk: 2.35:1 AAspect Ratio: 2.35:1
MiEREE: 2510 Frame Rate: 25fps
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Spring Festival is a realistic family drama which happened in a small city in China. Qi Lu and Weiyu
Zhou is a couple that they look normal in front of their family but actually live apart for half a year. The
Spring Festival is the day they have to show up together to their family. However, Zhou wants to date
her lover and leaves younger daughter with Lu. With daughter heavily cries, Weiyu Zhou is forced back
home. This becomes the chance for Zhou to ask for a divorce but Lu doesn’t want to sign on the divorce
papers. They had a secretly had a argument and pretend well again in front of the big family.
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Inspiration

The inspiration of this film was the true story of my elder brother. It happened when I was graduated from high school,
and I didn’t notice what happened until my mother told me they were going to divorce. I only noticed that my sister-
in-law was acting so wired, that she was trying to go out on the day of Spring Festival which is not allowed under the
custom. So, I experienced a part of the story, and had a chat with my mother, then I started to write this story, but in a
more dramatic way. And these series of events I experienced influenced my value towards family and marriage in a deep
extend, therefore, in my projects I want to explore themes behind our life that are happy but brutal.

Themes and Significance

The specific key idea behind this film is “Marriage is good or bad ?”. I want to express that family and marriage is not
always happy as we thought. At least, from my perspective, I see marriage contains many negative points. But at the
same time, I respect people chasing a happy marriage as their life goals. However, I still hope my audience could criti-
cally think about marriage and make the best decision for themselves. Since the background is China society, I believe
audience from Asian culture background will have a deeper resonance.

Visual and Narrative Style

I want to tell the story in a realistic way. I hope it could be simple but strong, and could close to their real life, can be
easier to resonate with audiences and evoke empathy. A blue, cool tone is mostly close to my ideal visual style of the
film. And the acting that no shouting and fighting but could show the angry and collapse. Also, because the story is set
in the time of new year, in Chinese culture, red is a vital color, it means lucky and happy. Since I want to show contrast,
the color of elements is in red or blue, the setting will also show warm and cold outside and inside the room.

Director’s Vision

I hope this short film could be the starting point and booster for me as both director and script writer. Although it still
has a huge improving space, I am satistying Spring Festival can be my first narrative film, as a newbie in the film making
industry. I consider this short film as my first step toward the industry. Hope I could have passion to explore my value
of philosophy in my life. At last, I am so proud I could work with my fantastic crew.



CAST BIOS
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Ivy started out as an ordinary worker, full of curiosity about life. Though her rou-
tine was simple, she was always willing to explore and try new things, hoping to find
opportunities for growth in the everyday. By chance, she gradually stepped into the
world of film, aiming to bring her unique observations and understanding of life into
her roles, adding a genuine and heartfelt presence to the screen.
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Wang Duo is a student who has been interested in art since childhood, but has never
been exposed to similar performances. As a new actor, he attaches great importance

to teamwork, is willing to listen, and is eager to learn more performance skills, so that
the audience can feel the depth and warmth of the story.

Lydia Khor Yining Lu 57
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Lydia was born in Sydney, Australia. She is a confident kid with a wide variety of
interests. She started figure skating training at the age of 4. She also likes playing
Ping Pong and swimming. She enjoys art and craft such as drawing and painting.
She has recently experienced acting and modelling and she is a very capable and
happy little star.

Leo Fung Zexu Lin |5
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Chun Wai Fung, 30 years old, hails from Hong Kong, China. This is his first time par-
ticipating in a film production, entering this new field with a passion for acting and
a willingness to learn. As a newcomer, he hopes to improve his acting skills through
diverse roles and accumulate valuable experience.He looks forward to growing con-
tinuously in future projects, approaching each role with dedication.
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Emma lives in Sydney for over 30 years. She is a professional translator and a regis-
tered marriage celebrant. Her passion is in arts. She spends her pastime in singing,
music, dancing and performing, and has been acting and dubbing in films.
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Li Guanghua (Sam) is a film and television actor. Since entering the film industry,
he has participated in the shooting of numerous TV dramas and promotional videos
for web films. He has portrayed characters from different social strata. While collab-
orating with film and television companies, he has also been invited multiple times
to take part in the filming of graduation design projects for students at film and art
colleges. Some of his works have even been selected for the Beijing University Student
Film Festival.
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FRRIN AR X Tl 2% AR AR E 10, B AF AR R . R Zia3h,2
> RT3, R ARIR N AR

I studied civil engineering at my 20s, spent most of my 30s as a housewife,later moved
to Australia. I love sports, learning new things, and singing. Enjoy a happy life!



CREW BIOS

Director Mohan Liu

Mohan Liu is an artist and filmmaker native to Sydney. She comes from Hohhot, a small
city in the north China. Growing up in a multicultural social environment has notably
shaped her artistic vision and particular manner of visual storytelling as a filmmaker. Mo-
han got her bachelor's media arts degree from the University of New South Wales. In the
early stages of her career, she tried to portray abstract concepts through art forms such
as making crafted designs, moving images, and multimedia arts. Three years of formal
education in media arts, compounded with her own explorations, shaped her into being a
practice-led artist and an attentive collaborator.

She stepped into production design in mid-2022 as she was able to penetrate her artistic
tendencies and punctuality as a result. She collaborated on nearly twenty short films for
students, she has been working as a stylist, makeup artist, and production designer. Those
hands-on experiences improved her skills in visual translation of a director's vision by
matching works that are distinct conceptually, and at the same time emotionally engaging.
Her enthusiasm for story-telling by design has led her as a potential partner among Sydney
filmmaking.

Now finishing her master's degree study at the University of Sydney, Mohan is moving to those directing and screenwriting. Her short film,
Spring Festival, concentrates on family and tradition, meaning her search for storytelling which is personal but also universal. The combina-
torial nature of Mohan's skills and her becoming knowledge offer her the position to create films that resonate even among the people with
different ethnical background.
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Producer Jingye Xu

Jingye Xu is a Sydney-based film director, writer, and producer. Her work covers short
films, TV commercials, live streams, and events. She has taken part in over 30 projects.
Born and raised in a small country town in Suzhou, China, Jingye was deeply influenced
by the environment of her hometown. Her love for words and stories blossomed in her
childhood, which inspired her style of creativity. She believes that the power of storytelling
surpasses all other forms of education in its ability to move and inspire people.

Jingye Xu is skilled at conveying messages through unique narrative perspectives. Her
graduate documentary won second prize at the 2021 Sixth "Hui Chuang Youth" Shanghai
College Students’ Cultural Creative Comprehensive Category (Film and Television). Jingye
Xu has also spearheaded meaningful and innovative projects, such as the "Late Night Bus"
live stream, which involved interviewing and escorting over 43 ladies in Shanghai at night.
Looking ahead, Jingye Xu aspires to tell more compelling stories and collaborate with art-
ists across various disciplines.
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Selena Wu is a female independent
filmmaker based in Sydney/Hang-
zhou. Born and raised in China, she
aims to tell authentic stories of the
Chinese community in Australia. She
started writing and directing short
films during her studies at the Univer-
sity of Sydney as a film studies student.
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Mark Chen, a cinematographer with
four years of experience in the film in-
dustry, contributed to the production of
the documentary City of Science Fiction
for Chengdu TV. Skilled in using light-
ing and shadow to enhance storytelling,
he specializes in documentaries and
short narrative films, capturing emotion
and atmosphere to bring depth and im-
pact to his visual work.
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Tom Xiao, a Product Design graduate
from the University of Technology,
Sydney, is studying filmmaking at the
Australian Film Television and Radio
School. His industrial design back-
ground informs his cinematography,
bringing a refined aesthetic and sharp
attention to detail. Tom blends design
sensibilities with storytelling, creating
visually captivating films where every
frame reflects his precise vision and
passion of film.
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Hank Zhang is a cinematographer and
gaffer from China, currently based in
Sydney. He excels at crafting scenes
and building worlds within the frame
through intricate lighting setups, skill-
fully using light and shadow to enhance
the atmosphere and convey the psy-
chological environment of characters,
bringing the director’s and cinematog-
rapher’s vision for scene lighting to life.
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Cao Yuxin, graduated from AFTRS
Directing Department of Topl Film
Academy in Australia; Past works
have been selected for several Acade-
my Award-certified international film
festivals, including the Rhode Island
International Film Festival/Australia
FlickerFest/St Kilda Film Festival.
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Evelyn Lan (they/she) is a composer
at the Sydney Conservatorium of Mu-
sic. She is interested in both contem-
porary classical music and music for
the screen. She has special interest in
achieving emotional nuance and com-
plexity using a small number of instru-
ments that are often found in chamber
music settings. “Spring Festival” is her
debut score.
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Damon Cong, Australia JMC Universi-
ty film and television production major.
He has worked as an independent film
producer, director, and director of pho-
tography.
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Fu Zhao (Sophia), a filmmaker and

artist specialised in Visual Arts,
Film and Screen Arts. Skilled in the
post-production, She is experienced
in the short narrative films, experi-
mental films and visual artworks.
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Yujo is a graphic designer. She is espe-
cially interested in making film pro-
duction more environmentally friendly
by integrating sustainable materials
and reusable items on set. Her ultimate
goal is to promote greener practices
across various fields, using innovative
designs to contribute to a more sus-
tainable future.
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Yan Geng is a filmmaker based in Syd-
ney Australia. Grew up in different
places, Yan developed an interest in
exploring the spaces that he is or once
was in and what it means to the people
who exist between the past and present.
He tends to find inspirations that exist
in the tender moments in life. He hopes
to create projects that explore the rela-
tionship between people and the envi-
ronment in which we live in.
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Xiaojing Fu, a recent graduate with
a Master of Moving Image from the
University of Sydney, is an emerging
creative production designer based
in Sydney. Her portfolio showcases a
wide range of styles, including realism,
romance, experimentation, and horror.
She is now actively seeking opportuni-
ties in film production.
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Cast and Crew

LEAYNIE:S

Weiyu Zhou
Qi Lu
Yining Lu
Zexu Lin
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Ming Lu
Yang Liu
Chunfeng Jin

Producer
Director
Assistant director
Writer

director of photography

Ist Assistant Camera
2nd Assistant Camera
Gafter

Best boy

Production designer
Production designer
Sound Recordist
Sound Recordist

still photography
Composer

Editor

Editor

Colorist

Ivy Zheng
Duo Wang
Lydia Khor

Leo fung
Guanghua Lv
Emma Feng
Xiangmei Lu

Jingye Xu
Mohan Liu
Selena Wu
Mohan Liu
Mark Chen
Tom Xiao
Jingye Xu
Hank Zhang
Tom Xiao
Yujo Pan
Xiaojing Fu
King Cao
Demon Cong
George Chan
Evelyn Lan
Fu Zhao
YanGeng
Mark Chen

https://filmfreeway.com/SpringFestival817
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