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Directed by award-winning 
independent animator 
Charles Badenhorst and 
written and produced by 
Catherine Sofianos. 

Tsafendas is portrayed by the 
celebrated and decorated 
veteran actor Renos 
Spanoudes. 

Score by Leslie Javan.
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"During the assassin Tsafendas’ years of sol itary,  i t  becomes
clear that he is suffering for a futi le act.  Ki l l ing the
"Architect"  of apartheid did not lead to its end but its
strengthening. Then a diff icult  maths problem distracts him.
He remembers stories and music.  Somewhere in his
imaginary world,  he f inds faith that justice wil l  overcome."

Flower of  the Part isan is  about the assassin of  Hendrik
Verwoerd,  Dimitr i  Tsafendas.  I t 's  an imagined biography
of the l i fe  of  Tsafendas'  mind dur ing sol i tary
conf inement .  Our f i lm is  a meditat ion on no matter  what
your intent ions are or  how good you are,  v io lence is
fut i le .  I t ’s  a trap.  Whether i t  is  used to l iberate or
oppress ,  v io lence traps i ts  users into labyr inths of
v iolence from which we struggle to escape.  But  at  the
heart  of  that labyr inth are human souls desperate to be
free,  joyous and creat ive.

Watch the Trailer



Director’s
Statement

In a world where superheroes dominate our screens,  the
Flower of  the Part isan explores the sacri f ice and love of
someone driven by the ideals of  heroism. Dimitr i
Tsafendas is  famous for being the assassin of  Hendrik
Verwoerd,  the architect of  the South Afr ican pol icy of
apartheid.  Tsafendas bel ieved it  was his moral  duty to
do whatever was in his power to end apartheid.  Thinking
that i f  he slays Verwoerd,  apartheid wi l l  fal l ,  he takes
 Verwoerd's l i fe ,  then watches in horror as more even
worse tyrants emerge.

Tsafendas endures sol i tary confinement and torture for
23 years.  Despite al l  this ,  Tsafendas does not lose
himself  completely ,  and after everything is  able to
recover his joy.  Accompanying him is the ghost in his
heart ,  E lenitsa.  She is  the compilat ion of  his memories of
love and gives him strength to endure.

Media Interview



Official Selection

Bratislava International Film Awards - FINALIST
Hong Kong Indie Film Festival - SEMI-FINALIST

Athens International Monthly Art Film Festival - HONOURABLE MENTION
Palma Film Festival 

Tylerman International Social Awareness Film Festival (6th Annual)
Short Way International Short Film Festival

Kinosuite International
Ljubljana International Short Film Festival - EUROPANORAMA

6th Nepal Cultural International Film Festival
Your Way International Film Festival
New York Istanbul Short Film Festival

Golden Bridge İstanbul Short Film Festival
The Flight Deck Film Festival

Constantine's Gold Coin
Lift-Off Filmmaker Sessions 2024

Seoul International Short Film Festival
Dubai Film Festival

Bucharest ShortCut CineFest
Tokyo International Short Film Festival

Harlem International Film Festival
International Hollywood Short Film Festival

Award Winner
 

Anatolian Film Awards - Best Experimental Short Film
Five Continents International Film Festival - Best Animated Short Film

SamhainBaucogna International Film Festival - Best Short Film
Kraken International Film Festival - Best Short Film Gold Award, Best

Experimental Short Film
MegaFlix Film Awards - Most Original Concept

ROSHANI INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL - Best Animation Special Jury 
Madrid Arthouse Film Festival - Best Animation

Art Film Awards - Animated Short Film
Brussels Capital Film Festival - Best Artist Short Film

 

Recognition and Awards


