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A gutsy single mom has a job interview
that can change her life but when she
canʼt find childcare for her six-year-old
daughter, she’s forced to make some
difficult decisions – discovering what
sheʼs really made of.
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Gutsy single mom Lucy has a job interview that can
change her life. But after waking up to another one of 
her daughter Sophie’s bed wetting disasters, she must
navigate how to balance work and motherhood, all in a
cramped motel room. Lucy rushes to beat the clock,
only to discover that Michael can’t daddy-sit – again. 

S Y N O P S I S

best to impress Adam, the interviewer with her work
achievements but he’s too busy trying to wrap things
 up, forcing Lucy to take bold action. 
 Lucy the Lion is complex social drama examining the
challenges of gender imbalance within a changing 
political landscape 

Arriving late and with Sophie in tow, Lucy does her  
 



This story began from an ending: Roe V Wade. Two
years later, women are left with unprocessed grief
and an unclear future. Lucy the Lion, was my way of
unraveling the complexities of this experience. 

F I L M M A K E R  ‘ S    S T A T E M E N T 

There is great power in storytelling. Stories are how we
understand each other, ourselves, and the world around
us. The driving force behind Lucy the Lion is to create
connection with the audience by delivering a film that not
only entertains, but inspires change.  

I purposefully chose a male director to give the narrative
a balanced perspective. It’s a portrait of a single working
 class mother in pursuit of the American dream. The film

explores the impacts gender imbalance has on society, the
workplace and in the home. I wanted to create a ballsy
character trying to balance work and motherhood, while
discovering her voice as a woman. But it was equally
important for Kalman and I, not to vilify the male characters
and portray them as honestly and instinctively as we could. 

Lucy the Lion is an authentic glimpse into the nuanced
relationship between a mother and daughter, where the
contrast in character point of views bring both depth and
levity. This is a timely story of human resilience, reminding
us that our voices are powerful. 

Natalin Avci,  Writer | Actor | Producer | Executive Producer 
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D I R E C T I N G  O V E R  A  H U N D R E D  C O M M E R C I A L S  F O R  N A T I O N A L  B R A N D S  W I N N I N G  A
C L I O  A N D  A  O N E  S H O W  A W A R D S .  A S  W R I T E R /  D I R E C T O R ,  H I S  F I R S T  N A R R A T I V E
F I L M ,  “ S P E E D  F O R  T H E S P I A N S ”  A N  A D A P T A T I O N  O F  A N T O N  C H E K H O V ’ S  “ T H E  B E A R ”
W A S  N O M I N A T E D  F O R  A N  A C A D E M Y  A W A R D ® .  H E  A N D  H I S  P R O D U C I N G  P A R T N E R
S O L D  A N  O R I G I N A L  P I T C H  A N D  D E V E L O P E D  A N  A N I M A T E D  F E A T U R E  F I L M  F O R
W A L T  D I S N E Y  P I C T U R E S .  H E  L A T E R  D I R E C T E D  T H E  S H O R T  F I L M  “ B A D  W O L F , ”
W I N N I N G  1 S T  P L A C E  I N  T H E  P R O D U C E R S  G U I L D  W E E K E N D  F I L M  C H A L L E N G E .  H E
A L S O  C O - W R O T E  A N D  D I R E C T E D  “ A  D A Y  I N  T H E  C O U N T R Y ” ,  T H E  G R A N D - P R I Z E
W I N N E R  O F  T H E  C A N O N  /  R O N  H O W A R D  :  P R O J E C T  I M A G I N A T I O N  F I L M  C O N T E S T .
A S  A  M E M B E R  O F  T H E  A C A D E M Y ,  K A L M A N  H A S  S A T  O N  T H E  P R E - S E L E C T I O N  A N D
E X E C U T I V E  C O M M I T T E E .  H E  H A S  A L S O  C O N S U L T E D  I N  S H O R T  F I L M  A C Q U I S I T I O N S
F O R  S H O R T S  T V ,  T H E  S H O R T  F I L M  C H A N N E L .  C U R R E N T L Y  K A L M A N  I S  D E V E L O P I N G
A  T H A I / A M E R I C A N ,  A C T I O N  C O M E D Y  S E R I E S  W I T H  S U W A N N E E ;  A N D  R E C E N T L Y  H A S
W R I T T E N  A  F E A T U R E  F I L M  F O R  I D R I S  E L B A .
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I S  A  T U R K I S H - A R M E N I A N  S C R E E N W R I T E R  | A C T O R  |  P R O D U C E R   B O R N  A N D  R A I S E D
I N  L O S  A N G E L E S .  S T U D Y I N G  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  B U S I N E S S  A N D  E C O N O M I C S  A T  C A L
S T A T E  L A ,  S H E ' S  A  M E M B E R  O F  U C L A  W R I T E R S '  P R O G R A M  A N D  A  M E I S N E R  T R A I N E D
A C T O R  F R O M  T H E  J O A N N E  B A R O N / D . W .  B R O W N  S T U D I O  B E S T  K N O W N  F O R  I N D I E
F I L M ,  T H R O W D O W N  ( 2 0 1 4 )  A L O N G S I D E  D A N N Y  T R E J O  A N D  E M M Y  A W A R D  W I N N I N G
W R I T E R | D I R E C T O R  T I M O T H Y  W O O D W A R D  J R .  H O N I N G  H E R  V O I C E  A S  A  W R I T E R ,
T E L L I N G  T I M E L Y  S T O R I E S  C E N T E R E D  A R O U N D  U N C O N V E N T I O N A L  L E A D I N G  W O M E N
W I T H  A  S T Y L E  T H A T ’ S  C I N E M A T I C  A N D  E D G Y .  A T  T H E  I N T E R S E C T I O N  O F  P A S S I O N
A N D  P U R P O S E ,  N A T A L I N  I S  D E D I C A T E D  T O  T E L L I N G  A U T H E N T I C  S T O R I E S  T H A T  N O T
O N L Y  E N T E R T A I N  B U T  T R A N S C E N D  C O N V E N T I O N S .  L U C Y  T H E  L I O N  I S  C U R R E N T L Y
O N  T H E  R E D  L I S T  F O R  C O V E R F L Y  W I N N I N G  N U M E R O U S  C O M P E T I T I O N S  A N D
S E L E C T E D  B Y  S E V E R A L  F E S T I V A L S .  C U R R E N T L Y  N A T A L I N  I S  D E V E L O P I N G  A N
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  F O L K L O R E  H O R R O R  F E A T U R E  A N D  A  D A R K  W O R K P L A C E  D R A M A
S E R I E S  W R I T T E N  F O R  L A U R A  D E R N .



CINEMATOGRAPHER

COMPOSER

 V A L E N T I N A  C A N I G L I A

K N O W N  F O R  H E R  L I G H T I N G  A N D  C A M E R A  W O R K  O N  M O V I E S ,  T V  S E R I E S ,
C O M M E R C I A L S ,  A N D  M U S I C  V I D E O S .  F E A T U R E D  I N  ' M E E T  T H E  C I N E M A T O G R A P H E R S
B E H I N D  S O M E  O F  T H E  B I G G E S T  M O V I E S ”  A  T E E N V O G U E  A R T I C L E .  S H E  H A S
R E C E N T L Y  B E E N  S E L E C T E D  B Y  T H E  A S C  V I S I O N  C O M M I T T E E  T O  R E C E I V E  T H E
P R E S T I G I O U S  A S C  V I S I O N  M E N T O R S H I P  A W A R D  P R O G R A M .  S H E  W O N  B E S T
C I N E M A T O G R A P H Y  A W A R D  A T  T H E  L O U I S I A N A  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  F I L M  F E S T I V A L  F O R
T H E  P E R I O D  F I L M  " M A D E L I N E ' S  O I L " .  T H E  F I L M  " P O M E G R A N A T E S  A N D  M Y R R H , "
W A S  W I N N E R  O F  T H E  G O L D E N  D A G G E R  A T  T H E  M U S C A T  F I L M  F E S T I V A L  F O R  B E S T
C I N E M A T O G R A P H Y .  T H I S  F I L M  A L S O  F I L M  P R E M I E R E D  A T  T H E  S U N D A N C E  F I L M
F E S T I V A L  A N D  R E C E I V E D  T H E  B E S T  F I L M  A W A R D  A T  D O H A  T R I B E C A  F I L M  F E S T I V A L .
H E R  S T U N N I N G  C I N E M A T O G R A P H Y  I S  R E C C O G N I Z E D  O N  T H E  V I D E O  " S T A N D  F O R  A
C H A N G E "  S T A R R I N G  V A N E S S A  W I L L I A M S  &  B I L L Y  P O R T E R .  V A L E N T I N A ' S  W O R K  I S
S H O W N  A T  T H E  A P P L E  T V  S E R I E S  D E A R  X  S 2  S T A R R I N G  V I O L A  D A V I S ,  A V A
D U V E R N A Y ,  J A N E  F O N D A ,  S A N D R A  O H ,  A N D R É  L E O N  T A L L E Y ,  S E L E N A  G O M E Z .
A L S O  F O R  T H E  T V  S E R I E S  " T H E  C A P T A I N "  D I R E C T E D  B Y  R A N D Y  W I L K I N S ,  E X E C U T I V E
P R O D U C E R S  B Y  S P I K E  L E E ,  M I K E  T O L L I N  ( E U R E K A  E N T R A I N M E N T ) .

B E N J A M I N  I S  A N  E M M Y - N O M I N A T E D  C O M P O S E R  F O R  F I L M  A N D
T E L E V I S I O N  B O R N  I N  S T U T T G A R T ,  G E R M A N Y ,  N O W  B A S E D  I N  L O S
A N G E L E S .  H E  H A S  C O N T R I B U T E D  M U S I C  T O  C R I T I C A L L Y  A C C L A I M E D
F I L M S  A N D  S H O W S  S U C H  A S  O S C A R - N O M I N A T E D  D O C U M E N T A R Y
" C L A U D E  L A N Z M A N N " ,  N E T F L I X '  " M U R D E R  A M O N G  T H E  M O R M O N S "  A N D
" L E A G U E  O F  L E G E N D S :  O R I G I N S " ,  A S  W E L L  A S  N A T I O N A L  G E O G R A P H I C ' S
" H E L L  O N  E A R T H " .  W I T H  A N  E D U C A T I O N  I N  C L A S S I C A L  P I A N O  A N D
Y E A R S  O F  T O U R I N G  F O R  V A R I O U S  I N D I E  B A N D S  U N D E R  H I S  B E L T ,
B E N J A M I N ' S  M U S I C  S P A N S  A  W I D E  V A R I E T Y  O F  G E N R E S  –  H E  I S  E Q U A L L Y
A T  H O M E  W I T H  L U S H  O R C H E S T R A L  S C O R E S ,  F U T U R I S T I C  E L E C T R O N I C
S O U N D S C A P E S  A N D  E N E R G E T I C  P O P  A N D  R O C K  T R A C K S .  

B E N J A M I N  K R A U S S E



A F T E R  C O M P L E T I N G  A  D E C A D E  O F  D E D I C A T E D  S E R V I C E  A S  A N  A I R B O R N E  I N F A N T R Y
S E R G E A N T ,  E D G A R  P U R S U E D  H I S  P A S S I O N  F O R  F I L M ;  G R A D U A T I N G  W I T H  A  D E G R E E
I N  D I G I T A L  C I N E M A  &  V I D E O  P R O D U C T I O N .  A F T E R  C O L L E G E  H I S  C A R E E R  T O O K  O F F
W O R K I N G  O N  M U S I C  V I D E O S  A L O N G S I D E  R E N O W N E D  A - L I S T  M U S I C I A N S  A S  W E L L  A S
F E A T U R E  F I L M S ,  C O R P O R A T E  P R O J E C T S ,  L I V E  C O N C E R T  E V E N T S ,  C O M M E R C I A L S ,  A N D
C A M P A I G N S  F O R  B O T H  T E L E V I S I O N  A N D  S O C I A L  M E D I A .  E D G A R  W A S  H E A D  S T U D I O
M A N A G E R  A N D  F I L M  E Q U I P M E N T  O V E R W A T C H  S U P E R V I S O R  A T  A  P R E S T I G I O U S  F I L M
S T U D I O  I N  B U R B A N K ,  A N D  A S S U M E D  T H E  R O L E  O F  H E A D  O F  P R O D U C T I O N  F O R  F W D
F U T U R E  A G E N C Y  .  E D G A R ' S  E X T E N S I V E  C R E W  A N D  C L I E N T  D A T A B A S E  P R E S E N T  H I M
W I T H  A N  I N V A L U A B L E  N E T W O R K  O F  R E S O U R C E S ,  T O  F U L F I L L  T H E  D I V E R S E  N E E D S  O F
A N Y  P R O D U C T I O N  W I T H  P R O F I C I E N C Y  A N D  P R O F E S S I O N A L I S M .

I S  A  N A T I V E  T H A I  -  A M E R I C A N  E N T R E P R E N E U R  A N D  F O U N D E R  O F  L E A S T E L L A
P R O D U C T I O N S .  T H E  C O M P A N Y  P R O D U C E D  " B A C K  T O  T H E  W A L L " ,  A N D  " T H E Y  L I V E D "
W H I C H  S U W A N N E E  E X E C U T I V E  P R O D U C E D , C O - W R O T E  A N D  S T A R R E D  I N .  B O T H  F I L M S
R E C E I V E D  A W A R D S  A N D  N O M I N A T I O N S  I N  T H E  F I L M  F E S T I V A L  C I R C U I T ,  A N D  W E R E
R E L E A S E D  O N  A M A Z O N  P R I M E .  S H E  A L S O  P R O D U C E D  “ F O U R  O N  T H E  M A N T L E ”
W H I C H  I S  C U R R E N T L Y  T O U R I N G  O N  T H E  F E S T I V A L  C I R C U I T  A N D  H A S  W O N  B E S T
C I N E M A T O G R A P H Y  A W A R D  A N D  B E S T  S H O R T  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  F I L M  A T  T H E  P A R I S
W O M E N ' S  F E S T I V A L .  W H I L E  S T U D Y I N G  A C T I N G  A T  B A R O N  B R O W N  S T U D I O ,
S U W A N N E E  M E T  A N D  B E C A M E  F R I E N D S  W I T H  N A T A L I N .  H A V I N G  W O R K E D  W I T H
A C A D E M Y  A W A R D  N O M I N E E  K A L M A N  A P P L E ,  O N  A  N A R R A T I V E  S E R I E S  P R O J E C T ,  S H E
G O T  H I M  I N V O L V E D  I N  T H E  P R O J E C T  E A R L Y  O N .  S U W A N N E E  A L S O  S T U D I E D  F I L M
P R O D U C T I O N  A T  U C L A ;  H E R  A B I L I T Y  T O  C O M M U N I C A T E  I N  E N G L I S H ,  T H A I ,  A N D
C A M B O D I A N  M A K E  H E R  A  T R U E  P O W E R H O U S E  O F  A  B U S I N E S S W O M A N  W I T H  H E R
H E A R T  A N D  E F F O R T S  F O C U S E D  O N  T H E  A D V O C A C Y  O F  H U M A N  R I G H T S .
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M I C H A E L   J  O  H  N   K  N  I  G  H  T  

A D A M  B E N N E T T   N  I  C  K    W .   N  I  C  H  O  L  S  O  N  

S U S A N   J  E  N  N  A   Z  H  U  



A N D    L  E  J  O  N   S  T  E  W  A  R  T  



E D I T O R  C H R I S  M C P H E R E S O N

1 S T  A D  P A M E L A  M A T E W  
S T E A D Y C A M  O P  A D A M  G  H A R I B D P
G A F F E R  V A T C H E  G I R A G O S S I A N
K E Y  G R I P  M O  A L  K A Y E D

P R O D U C T I O N  D E S I G N E R  A S T R I D  A N D E R S O N  
H M U A  S U P I C H A Y A  C H A N P R A O P  

P R O D U C T I O N  S O U N D  J A M E S  H A T C H E R  J R .
S O U N D  S U P E R V I S O R  /  M I X I N G  D A V I D  B A C H  
C O L O R  D I N O  D U M A N D A N

S C R I P T  S U P E R V I S O R  J U S T I N  D O Y L E
S T U D I O  T E A C H E R  S U S A N  S A L E R N O
D I A L O G U E  E D I T O R  E S T H E R   K I M
M E D I C  /  C C O  T H O M A S  H A T C H E R
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