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“…the devil is in the details…”





INTRODUCTION

The Sessions is a psychological thriller which tells the story of a half-dozen violent therapy group 

members at a psychiatric facility for the criminally insane. In this room of killers, only one thing is certain: 

someone is bound to snap.

In a past life, Writer and Executive Producer Al Julian was a forensic psychologist and attorney who 

ran murderers’ groups just like this. During his time in the field, he became immersed in the lives of many 

twisted men and the shocking crimes they committed.

the men and events depicted in The Sessions are uncomfortably close to the reality. the names and stories 

have been tweaked only slightly; not to protect the innocent, but in this case…the guilty.

The bizarre, but mostly true, stories of our patients play out in our innovative pilot that we are sure will 

captivate audiences everywhere.  As the series develops, we come to see that, while some patients are 

doomed to remain at the rock-bottom of depravity, others have hope for redemption and may even become 

unlikely heroes.





The STORY

We begin at the Valley State Psychiatric Hospital, an uninviting prison, where Seasoned psychologist, Dr. 

Louise Landon, asks her supervisor, Dr. Jim Marsh, for a transfer to the Men’s forensic Unit.  It’s an odd 

request, and one that Marsh is reluctant to grant.

However, On this very day, a wicked crime takes place in the heart of the facility. The leader of a 

murderers’ therapy group, Dr. Horace Potts, is fatally stabbed with an ice pick by volatile inmate, Roland 

Pierce, As a display of power for the other inmates in the group: the paranoid Leland Bains, child molester 

George Roberts, domestic abuser Ed Willis, the tortured Vishal Rafipagu, and chillingly gleeful serial 

killer James Fouchet.

Landon gets her wish. But once she steps in to replace Potts, she quickly finds that Marsh May have been 

right. As she slowly Peels away the layers of each character's story, Landon learns there is more to each 

of these men than meets the eye. She wants to make a difference but struggles to keep her wits about her 

while she is antagonized, Harassed, and threatened by these men.

This comes to a head when Pierce and Fouchet decide they’ve had enough and concoct a plan to do away 

with Landon…even more brutally than Potts. Will Landon make it out of these horrors alive?





STRUCTURE

Cold Open (Ep 1): Serving as both a character introduction and a mini-mystery, the beginning of our 

story places us in the midst of a group of killers who all carry their own agendas close to the chest. A 

series of flashbacks leads us to The surprising murder at the climax. This crime sets the stage for coming 

events…

Act One (Ep 2-3): an uncertain Dr. Landon takes over the group where she is made uncomfortable by Rafi, 

threatened by Roberts, and challenged by a domineering Fouchet. This seasoned professional finds that she 

may have finally met her match.

Act Two (Ep 4-5): as we flash deeper into the pasts of our group members, beyond the violent crimes 

they have each committed, Pierce and Fouchet hatch a scheme to dramatically kill Landon at the next 

group session. Willis, Bains, and Rafi share mixed reactions to this information.

Act Three (Ep 6): shocking Truths are revealed, and an unexpected hero emerges as Pierce and Fouchet 

move to enact their devious plan. 





TONE AND STYLE

This series draws upon the visual language of films and television series of artists such as David Fincher, 

Martin Scorsese, and M. Night Shyamalan; An ominous aesthetic that emphasizes the darkness of man and 

the banality of evil. 

Grounded in a stark, stylized realism, The Sessions uses an isolating color palette, detailed lighting 

gradation, omniscient cinematography, character-driven imagery, and an exacting editing tempo to trap 

audiences right at the unnerving center of this story.

This series takes the unique approach of splitting the action between the real-time therapy group and 

flashbacks into the lives of our lead characters, taking a closer look at who these men were before 

they ended up at the Valley State Psychiatric Hospital.

When it comes time to assemble the complete series, these episodes will create a slow burn that keeps 

audiences guessing until the very end. The pace and atmospheric sound mix will immerse viewers in the tense 

story for as long as possible, while a subtly propulsive score drives home the themes of power, obsession, 

mental illness, and the possibility of redemption.





The CHARACTERS

Roland Pierce is full of hatred: for authority figures in general and women in particular. He perceives 

women as both unfair and unfairly disinterested in him. He has a high need for recognition and is prone to 

adopting the personality and status of those more successful than he could ever be.

This desire to impress extends to fellow inmate, Fouchet, with whom he has a folie- a-deux attachment. 

He would like Mr. Fouchet to perceive him as another killer worth respecting and will go to extreme 

lengths to prove it.

(as portrayed by R. Keith Harris)

James Fouchet is a pleasure driven serial killer. aggressive, highly intelligent, and gleefully sociopathic, 

he loves shocking others with his remorseless actions. In fact, a good deal of the pleasure he derives 

from killing is in creating disturbing scenes for those that discover his victims. 

Like Pierce, He despises authority. He appoints himself an agent of chaos: actively upsetting those around 

him, including his therapists and other inmates. He also encourages the bad behavior of other killers by 

mocking and manipulating their insecurities. This comes to a head as he plays off Pierce’s idolatry of him.

(as portrayed by Bobby J. Brown)

PIERCE

FOUCHET



The CHARACTERS

Ed Willis is an anxious, depressed, and fearful man consumed by guilt over murdering his wife in a fit of 

rage. he has tried to hang himself in prison twice, resulting in his commitment to the psychiatric 

hospital.

Willis bottles his emotions, especially his anger.  When the buildup becomes overwhelming, he is prone to 

sudden outbursts of violence.  To maintain an even keel, he avoids close contact with others and 

talking about his past and feelings.

(as portrayed by KENNETH WAYNE BRADLEY)

Leland Bains was a loving family man whose creeping paranoia eventually took over his every thought.  

He became obsessed with the delusion that his wife and kids were poisoning him via forced constipation.  

At the forensic unit, Bains is suspicious of everyone and maintains a gruff, vaguely threatening demeanor.  

Discussing his past brings back the pain he has tried to bury, and the love for his family that he wishes 

could break through his delusions.

(as portrayed by R. EMERY BRIGHT)

WILLIS

BAINS



The CHARACTERS

With over a dozen years of experience in forensic hospitals, Dr. Louise Landon is a seasoned 

psychologist comfortable dealing with dangerous and volatile patients. Desperate for a change of 

clientele and an easier commute, Landon wants to try her hand with the patients at the Men's unit.  It's 

a hazardous job, but working with the women was no walk in the park.  She believes she can handle the 

challenge and make a difference in the lives of these men.

(as portrayed by JOY JONES)

James Marsh, M.D. is Chief Administrator for the Valley State Psychiatric Compound, overseeing both the 

Men’s and Women’s Hospitals. After working in the state psychiatric system for 35 years, Jim has seen it 

all. The very idea of sending his younger female colleague to the men's unit fills him with trepidation.  

Knowing the danger she could face, he attempts to discourage Dr. Landon from pursuing her desired 

transfer.  But an unforeseen catastrophe forces him to reconsider.

(as portrayed by AL JULIAN)

LANDON

MARSH



The CHARACTERS

Vishal (Rafi) Rafipagu, Jr. had a promising pharmacology career derailed by the onset of paranoid schizophrenia as a young man. As his 

family watched the illness take hold of him, they had no idea what horrors laid in store.  Rafi  now lives in fear, confined by the prison 

gates and the medicines that barely control his delusions.  He believes the other patients are out to get him.  The only voice he can 

trust is the one he hears in his mind; the voice of God (or the devil), whispering to him…suggesting…criticizing…ordering him to act. During 

group, he actively hallucinates and has tremendous problems concentrating on what is going on around him.

RAFI

(as portrayed by DHRUV MAHESHWARI)



THEMES

Obsession:  It’s the insatiable hunger that drives the inmates to carry out these heinous acts. A disease 

of the mind, it’s the reason many of our characters are still incarcerated at this facility: and there is 

nothing stopping them from doing it all again.

Mental Illness: Every character in our story, innocent and guilty, struggles with a form of mental 

illness. From simple anxiety to paranoid schizophrenia, it’s an eclectic group who are all faced with 

inner demons.

Power: Be it over authority figures, the opposite sex, or their innocent victims, the killers in our group 

constantly struggle for some semblance of control. They have lost so much agency in their own lives, 

that they now seek to do whatever they can to TAKE IT FROM THOSE AROUND THEM.

Toxic Masculinity: All the inmates, to one degree or another, have some rather old-fashioned ideas 

about what it means to “be a man.” As they seek to better themselves, each of them must overcome these 

preconceived notions and ask themselves some difficult questions.

Perception v. Behavior: Nothing is ever exactly as it seems at the Valley State Psychiatric Hospital. 

Words carry double meanings, and actions are often manufactured to deceive. Much of this series is a 

deconstruction of what makes a man a killer and our understanding of wickedness.

Redemption: While many of our characters relish their cruel deeds and feel no remorse for their 

actions, others are constantly haunted by their past mistakes. This series follows Landon’s journey as 

she attempts to positively influence these men and discovers how much we are willing to give of 

ourselves to save others.





MEET THE TEAM

Vince Eisenson // Director + Producer Al Julian // Writer + Executive Producer

Writer/Producer AL JULIAN of Feedback Filmworks brings his long careers in forensic psychology and 

law to the creation of screenplays, films, and teleplays over the past eleven years. Al has racked up 

over 190 screenplay and film awards since mid-2018, including 44 Best Film and Best Screenplay wins. He 

is the principal creator of the ‘Fever Dreams’ thriller feature anthology and the popular 

‘Bixwad’ series which runs on a variety of platforms, including Instagram, TikTok and YouTube.

Vince got his start on stage and screen as a youngster, performing in various theatres and 

televised after-school specials in the triangle region of North Carolina.  He has since worked 

extensively on stage, most recently playing the title role in 'Hamlet' at Baltimore's Chesapeake 

Shakespeare Company. On television, he has appeared in 'New Amsterdam,' 'Billions,' 'The Endgame,' 

'Turn: Washington's Spies,' and opposite Ethan Hawke in 'The Good Lord Bird.'  He was also in 'Wonder 

Woman 1984' and the recent German film 'Rabiye Kurnaz v. George W. Bush,' a multi-award winner at 

the Berlin International Film Festival.  He is a series regular on the web-series 'Turf Valley,' 

currently streaming on YouTube.  Vince began working on the other side of the camera as a film and 

media student both at NC School of the Arts and UNC-Chapel Hill, and most recently directed the 

short films 'Gift' and 'Lost on the Beach.'  He is thrilled to tackle this chilling piece with a terrific 

cast and crew.



MEET THE TEAM

TED TUEL // Director OF PHOTOGRAPHY MATTHEW MYSLINSKI // ASSISTANT DIRECTOR + Producer

Matthew Myslinski is an independent film director whose work has screened at festivals and venues 

worldwide, including the Festival de Cannes and Universal Studios Hollywood. Along with writing 

and directing his own projects, Matthew actively participates as crew on award-winning feature 

films and television series with a wide variety of entertainment companies including Warner Bros. 

Pictures, Paramount Pictures, Marvel Studios, HBO, Netflix, National Geographic, 20th Century 

Television, NBC Universal Television, and ABC Studios. A graduate of the University of Maryland, 

Matthew holds a BFA in Cinematic Arts and is happy to have a filmmaking education to supplement his 

work in the field. Now residing in Atlanta, Georgia, Matthew is intrinsically motivated to forward 

his career in exciting, new directions as he continues to chase that next big story.

Ted Tuel has more than twenty-five years experience behind the camera since his start covering 

national news for Conus Communications in Washington DC. Ted has served as Director of 

Photography for hundreds of hours of broadcast non-fiction for clients including Discovery, PBS, 

and National Geographic, in addition to long-form documentaries and scripted fiction films. Ted 

enjoys the unique challenges presented by every project as he continues to hone his craft.



MEET THE TEAM

ANDREI SHULGACH // MUSIC COMPOSER SUORA STUDIOS // EDITING PARTNERS

Suora is a full-service video production and design studio, specializing in brand storytelling and 

digital learning. Suora's expertise across production, design, and business allow them to be a force 

for any type of video project. They are a firm that takes pride in providing an unparalleled customer 

experience through deep-rooted industry knowledge and expertise, in all areas of the production 

industry. Suora Studios' involvement in "The Sessions" was pivotal in bringing the vision of Vince 

Eisenson and Al Julian to life. Through leading editing, color direction, and immersive sound design, the 

studio helped craft a pilot that is not only a compelling piece of storytelling, but also a technical 

achievement. The studio's dedication to quality and attention to detail in post-production played a 

significant role in realizing the gritty and intense world of "The Sessions," setting the stage for what 

promises to be a captivating series.

Andrei is a music producer, composer, and designer based in the Baltimore, Maryland 

area. Throughout his 15 years of experience in audio production, and as a producer of award-winning 

films, web series, video games, and theater, he has earned a reputation of being a diverse and 

multifaceted artist with a deep passion for collaboration. A proud member of the ASCAP, his music 

has been heard in US theatres nationwide, at international film showcases, and even the 2016 Cannes 

Film Festival. He is currently working with the game studio Starcaster Games, and the music group 

GameBreax, developing multiple unannounced projects, as well as various original songs, albums, 

and soundtracks.



Budget

Our goal is to create a studio-quality 

series using independent spirit and 

sensibilities. We estimate that a full series 

order for a project of this size and 

caliber will amount to approximately 

$6mil worth of expenses.

our team is ready to reunite to produce 

the rest of this thrilling series and put 

our full budgetary breakdown into 

action.

This attractive production package, while 

actively seeking financing, is also 

available for purchase to any studio 

Interested in producing it on their own 

terms.

25%

17%

8%10%

17%

10%

3%

10%

Cast & Crew Camera Package Lighting Package

Locations & Permits Art Design Admin. Costs

Catering + Crafty Post-Production





COMPARABLES

Budget: $20mil

Box Office: $247mil

Budget: ~$20mil

viewership: Top 2.7% (in genre)

Budget: ~$16mil

viewership: Top 2.7% (in genre)

Budget: $80mil

Box Office: $294.8mil





Contact

The production team and I are thrilled with our completed pilot episode and the possibility of 

developing the rest of this series with your streaming service. We enjoy your storytelling sensibilities, 

and believe The Sessions will make an excellent addition to your already exceptional library 

of world-class television series and films. We look forward to discussing these  ideas, and more, and 

how we can make this story bold and unforgettable.

THANK YOU!

-VINCE EISENSON, DIRECTOR

+1 (917) 887-1910           ╪           thesessionsproduction@gmail.com           ╪           WATCH THE TEASER HERE!

PILOT EPISODE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

https://vimeo.com/882561781
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