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GETTING DUMPED ON CHRISTMAS DAY WAS JUST THE BEGINNING

DECLAN HAS HAD NO LUCK WITH THE
HOLIDAYS: HIS GIRLFRIEND STEPHANIE
BROKE UP WITH HIM ON THE WAY TO
CHRISTMAS DINNER.

HE'S MANAGED TO KEEP IT SECRET UNTIL
NEW YEAR'S DAY, WHEN HIS CAR BREAKS
DOWN AND HIS SISTER RACHEL SHOWS UP
TO HELP HIM FIX IT.

CRUMBLING UNDER HER RELENTLESS
CURIOSITY, DECLAN IS NOwW ON A CRASH
COURSE TO CONFRONT THE POOR
DECISIONS OF HIS LIFE.

THE THISTLE
IN THE KISS

GETTING DUMPED ON CHRISTMAS DAY WAS JUST THE BEGINNING.
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DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY CALUM MENZIES execumve prooucer ALISON ROBERTSON prooucep By REECE STEEL
WRITTEN BY CRAIG ANDREW ROBERTSON C.J LAZARETTI & LEONORA COOKE DimecTep By CRAIG ANDREW ROBERTSON
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FILM BACKGROUND

‘The Thistle in the Kiss’ is the feature film debut of Scottish-Canadian filmmaker

Craiq Andrew Robertson and is the first projec{' produced bq independen{ Scottish film
produc'l'ion company, Felt Like Runninq Productions.

‘The Thistle in the Kiss’ was oriqinollq envisioned and filmed as a short film that
'lzronspires enl:irelg within a car journey and focuses on an arqguing couple. Declan and

S'l:ephonie. who are visi{'inq Declan’s familq for Christmas.

This became the short film, ‘Into The Bleak’ (2020). However there was so much
'Foo'l:oqe leftover that Croiq and his editor C.J. Lazaretti deemed was too qood not to

use. | his inspired them to write a feature film to expond on said 'Foo'l:oqe. thus

leadinq to ‘The Thistle in the Kiss’.
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LEONORA COOKE - CO-WRITER / “STEPHANIE”

Leonoro IS an OC'EOI' workinq QCross s'l'oqe ond screen.

“It's been an unexpected delight to see this film develop. When Craig opprooched P
me to work on this prolec'l: way back in 2019, the idea was to create an
|mprowsed short film about a couple breokmq up durmq a car ride. While
we created loose backstories for Sl:epl'\onie and Declan, all the dialoque
was improvised. However, it was more than a year later when Croiq told
me that he and C.J. Lazaretti had used the footage from the short to
develop Q scrip{'ed feature lenq’ch film! [t's been amazing to see how 'l:l'\eq
have taoken this 'Fool:oqe - which depic{ed froqmen{'s of o romantic
relo{ionship at its most fractured - and turned it into such a warm and

upli'ﬂ'inq s'l:orq about the YE and complexi'l:ies of siblinq relo'l:ionships.”
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SARAH COYNE - “RACHEL”

Sarah has been appearing on s{'oqe and in short films J4.'hr'ouq|'\ou{' the UK for over ten years.

“Workinq on this film was a huqe privileqe. The character of Rachel interested me

because | am possionol:e about Queer women beinq represen'l:ed in film. | also

wanted to delve into the mindset of someone who would proboblq be
considered ‘unlikable’, who .is copoble of exhibi'linq real offensiveness and
nastiness and worl(inq out the circumstances that may have led to her beinq

'll‘\O{ way ond l‘\OW s|1e COUld go on 'EO grow ond develop Qs Q person.

Relo'l:ionships between siblinqs are often complex and it was very enjoqoble
explorinq the bond between this pair of adult siblinqs who both still have
growing up to do! And who doesn’t love a good Christmas film?”
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REECE STEEL - PRODUCER / ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

Reece is the Co-Founder and the sole founder of the respec{ive film produc:'l:ion companies 9:39 Cinema and Felt Like Runninq

Productions respec’civelg. ‘The Thistle in the Kiss’ marks his first feature film as a Producer.

g

“When Craig and C.J. pitched o me that they wanted %o expand their wonderful short film Into The Bleak into

'Feo'l:ure 'Fllm I was olmos‘l |mmed|o'|:elq on bOOI"d Hovmq nol: qel: worl(ed on Q 'feol:ure 'Fllm I waQas excrl'ed ,'(

[ond nervous] O'l '|:|1e PI"OSPQC{ O'F l:l'\e qlon'l' respon5|b|l|{q I WOUld l\OVQ 'lO PI’OdUCQ I* due 'lO 'H'\e mong

constraints we faced such as our small budqe’c and hovinq to film durinq the pondemic.

f
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A'l 'H‘\e verq S'EQI’{ O'F mg mvolvemen{ II"I 'll'\e PI'OJQC'E I l'nove {O Odml'l 'EO hOVIHq some r’eser’vo'l'lons ObOU'l Cralq \

C J S OMBI{IOUS |deos 'FOI’ '|:|1e 'Fllm SUC"\ Qs 'FI'.I'ﬂlnq '|:|1e en'l:lrelq O'F H‘\e presen'l: doq scenes In H\e ex{remelq A
remol:e bU‘l breo’ch'l:ol(mq Mennock POSS ond CI’QIq hovmq 'l:he chollenqlnq bU‘l dooble 'lOSl( O'F co- er‘llnq §

direc{'inq and sl:orrinq in the one of the lead roles.

However | am very pleosed to say that time and time again any worries I've had were cons'l:onl:lq

dissuaded thanks to Croiq’s. C.J.’s and everyone else’s collective skill and determination to make

‘The Thistle in the Kiss’ a film to be proud of.”
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C.J. LAZARETTI - EDITOR / CO-WRITER

C.J. Lazaretti is a film editor based in Glosqow. Since his debut co-edi’cinq the
documen{-orq The Gospel Accordinq to St Derek ['Feo{'urinq Tilda Swinton), he has worked
mos{'lq on British shorts and TV shows.

“As one of three screenwriters in the projecl:. | had o priceless oppor’cuni{g to
collaborate with many possionol:e filmmakers. Seeinq a projecl: 'H‘\rouqh from

its earliest doqs is not some'lzhinq | qe'l to do on most projec{s 've edited.

.
The Thistle in the Kiss speol(s to and from a time when all our certainties qel://' .
challenged every day. With great uncertainty comes great anxiety —ithis is -
something all ‘of us can relate to. And with great ambitionicomes great \ ..
.\ pe

collaboration: that's what has made this cominq-of-oqe yarn so much fun to

make, and to watch.”
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CALUM MENZIES - DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY

Calum has worked on many major UK produc{ions. His documen'lzorg. M.S., Mexico and Me has been acclaimed

OI’OUI‘\d 'H'Ie WOI"ld.

"Worl(inq on “The Thistle in the Kiss” was the biqqes'l' chollenqe | have faced in my personol

cinematoqraphy/camera career so far.
graphy

Toqe’cher on location at Mennock Pass, we shot this over 5 doqs and 3 weekends which |

personollq think is a very impressive achievement for the duration of this piece.

The crew chosen bq Croiq were a unit who within hours of l(nowinq each other, bonded and

got on with the job in hand of bringing this feature to life.

It was qenuinelq an obsolu{elq pleosure worl(inq with all of the crew and | miss worl(inq with

this excellent team.”
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PROMOTIONAL STILLS
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PROMOTIONAL STILLS

- B "
o > >
".If“", - A
4 i oy '4_
S SR
s o " ,‘g -‘v".';ﬁ

1

b - B v - 4o Py
S \ 4 e
: \-, ’ WO

A



T .

PAGE 12

PROMOTION
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PROMOTIONAL STILLS
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WHERE TO FIND US
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ric- - thistleinthekiss.com
-

. hHpet/ T wwwhinstagram.éom/ thistleinthekiss/
f . H-l:ps://www.focebool(.com/l:his-l-leinl:hel(issfilm

. hitps:/ /twitter.com/thistlekissfilm

BB o s [ el ey ofh Tkt het hiakLeinibeffes
. https://filmfreeway.com/Thistleintheliss
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