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Wilson man dies in 
single-vehicle wreck
By Drew C. Wilson 
dwilson@wilsontimes.com |  
252-265-7818

The North Carolina 
Highway Patrol said 
Wednesday that speed 
was a factor in a single-
vehicle crash Sunday 
that left a Wilson man 
dead.

First Sgt. G.S. Hemby 
said the collision oc-
curred about 6:14 p.m. 
on N.C. 58 in the vicinity 
of Lakehaven Court. 

Hemby said Steve Har-
lie Broadwell, 71, was 

driving a 2006 Dodge 
pickup truck south to-
ward Wilson when the 
vehicle ran off the road 
to the right and struck a 
utility pole. 

“After striking the util-
ity pole, the vehicle con-
tinued through a private 
yard and struck several 
small trees before com-
ing to rest,” Hemby said.

Broadwell was taken 
to Wilson Medical 
Center where he was 
pronounced deceased, 
Hemby said.

“Speed was involved, 

but no signs of impair-
ment or anything like 
that,” Hemby said. “On 
the collision report, it 
has an estimate of 70 
mph. The speed limit 
was 50 mph.”

Hemby said Broadwell 
was the only occupant 
and was wearing his seat 
belt.

Broadwell is the father 
of Havelock Police Chief 
Mike Broadwell, Hemby 
said.

According to 
Broadwell’s obituary 
from Wilson Memorial 
Service, he had been 
a manager of several 
Hardee’s restaurants 
for 25 years, a food 
services director for 
SouthCo Distributing 
Co. for 20 years and a 
food distribution man-
ager for Jernigan Oil 
and Duck Thru Conve-
nience Stores, working 
throughout North Caro-
lina and Virginia for 10 
years.

Movie ‘Release’ premieres here Friday
By Lisa Boykin Batts
lisa@wilsontimes.com |  
252-265-7810

Wilson audiences can see 
the premiere of a Wilson 
woman’s movie Friday 
night at the Edna Boykin 
Cultural Center.

“Release” features Tawa-
nda Auston of Wilson, who 
received the Best Actress 
award for the film at the 
Marbella International Film 
Festival in Spain.

The movie was filmed in 
Wilson and centers around 
a group of adults who at-
tend a weekend retreat. 
Auston plays the main char-
acter, Jessica, an event plan-
ner going through marital 
problems.

Auston is the owner of 
Five Touch Productions and 
Five Touch Spa & Salon 
in Wilson. In addition to 
writing and producing the 
movie, she also operates the 
salon, focusing on massage.

According to the movie’s 
website, “The retreat, which 
is supposed to be a time of 
calm and relaxation, results 
in some drama that unfolds, 
which ends up changing 
their lives.”

Auston said the each 

person on the retreat has 
his own story, and the 
stories are entwined as par-
ticipants learn more about 
themselves.

“If you go within, you will 
never go without,” she said. 
“My goal for the movie is 
for anyone looking at it to 
be able to go within and 
find something that they 
can release.”

Although the movie 
doesn’t have a rating yet, 
Auston considers it as an R-
rated film.

“Release” was inspired 
by Auston’s book, “It Goes 
Deeper Than the Muscle.” 
It was filmed in a variety 
of spots around Wilson in-
cluding Auston’s home and 

business, Casita Brewing 
Co., local residences, East-
ern Carolina Chiropractic, 
Lucas Insurance Group and 
Hampton Inn. 

Wilson Arts and the Wil-
son Tourism Authority are 
sponsors of Friday night’s 
program. 

The movie starts at 7 p.m. 
Doors open at 6 p.m. for red 
carpet photos.

Tickets for Friday night’s 
show can be purchased by 
going to www.therelease-
movie.com.

Auston expects the movie 
to be released this sum-
mer. She is dealing with the 
distribution process now to 
iron out details of where it 
will be shown.

Tawanda Auston as Jessica, left, and Madeleine Dee as 
Sheila are shown in the movie “Release,” premiering Friday 
night at the Boykin Center. Contributed photo


