PART I

"So I think gender and identity have really strong roles to play in how people are navigating these spaces. Don't wear anything that reveals. Any hint of cleavage is bad. Tie your hair Don't wear any shiny earrings. Don't wear make up.”

“I used to work in a chamber where my clothes used to get scrutinised everyday, Then this other time, somebody was literally falling on me. You know it is so normalised, especially when it's a senior. Hugging and calling us darlings!” 

"I realised that I cannot. I feel unsafe walking into the office. To me it seemed like anything could happen…and I would have no recourse…and I'm going into it on my own." 

don't wear anything that reveals
your thick skin, the courage beneath
your hair strands, the genius they keep
your red lips, the dissent concealed
Lady Justice might be blindfolded
but the men guarding her aren't
and boy! they love to see their counterparts in sarees

PART II

"I made a decision to switch to sarees and it's made such a huge difference! Like you suddenly get treated better.”

"Yesterday I was wearing a saree to court. This senior is like you should remember that when you are wearing a saree, you should have abundance of time in your hands so that you can walk with grace!” 

you are deserving only if 
you wrap your bodies in pallus of humility
and tuck your tongues beneath the pleats of grace
spinning on the wheel of a gaze that
defines the lines of dignity and merit


"This fear, like will I be able to make something in my career…because clients have this thing, 80-90% of the time, they would rather go to a male lawyer.”

“These speeches from people who are actually in positions of power to appoint judges keep saying we should be doing it in a speech. So much of it is a lip service!”

PART III

spinning on the wheel of a voice that
twists the lines to tell our stories

"For example, in the hijab case, the cases were all filed by lawyers. Petitioners have not actually come and discussed with the lawyers that this is what I'm facing.”

lady justice might be blindfolded
but the men guarding her aren't
they can see how you fit
your sarees
your hijabs
your lipsticks
your bras
well it's time we stop spinning!
it’s time we turn the wheels into rungs

PART IV

"You know what's the counter-word for that?So I said okay, I'm calling it sisternity! We have been trained not to support each other. I feel that women never mentor women!” 

“Whenever I see women argue in court, I almost have a little bit of anxiety. It’s like each woman carries a burden of not just her own ability but also of representing all women!”

it’s time we stretch the lines
and make space for ourselves
in his our story.
 



