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We live in an age where deranged shooters kill en masse, live-
streaming the footage to a captive audience; where YouTube

pranksters are shot trying to make content with the unsuspecting
public; where Americans don’t have universal access to mental health
care and content creators will do the most shocking and scandalous
things to get the most eyeballs and clicks. Whose eyeballs? Whose

clicks? Anyone can post content online, held back only by the limits of
their imagination. Everything is broadcast online, deaths, car crashes,

stabbings, shootings, all a search away, all monetized and
commercialized. A generation of children raised at the whim of the

algorithm. All Internet users subject to the same messages of
capitalism, misogyny, body shaming, hate, violence, and divisiveness.

Internet content is often a mirror to the horrors of our real world. In our
time found footage has become a quintessential avenue to portray

these horrors. With this film, I want to provoke the audience and their
conception of what is cinema, cloaked in the guise of "content" that

seems innocuous enough. I use the grindhouse/slasher genre as
inspiration and explore the values of these types of divisive characters
who parrot toxic rhetoric by taking something as innocent as toys on a
shelf and twisting it into something sinister. I want the viewer to think

of my Vlogger next time they are in a toy aisle; to confront what type of
content they enjoy on the internet. This film was made for a grand total

of less than $100 dollars and shot completely with an iPhone 13.
Hopefully my film disturbs you. If this film doesn’t make you

uncomfortable about the world and time you live in, maybe you’re
caught in the wrong algorithm....

DIRECTOR’S  STATEMENT
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 S T E P H E N  E S C U D E R O  I S  F R O M  T H E
M E A N  S T R E E T S  O F  K E N D A L L  I N
M I A M I ,  F L O R I D A .  H E  I S  T H E
Y O U N G E S T  O F  F O U R  S O N S ,  R A I S E D
B Y  C U B A N - A M E R I C A N  I M M I G R A N T
P A R E N T S ,  A N D  T E L E V I S I O N .  H E
L O V E S  C O M I C  B O O K S ,  H O R R O R
M O V I E S ,  W R E S T L I N G ,  H I S  4  D O G S
A N D  H I S  W I F E .  S T E P H E N  W O R K S
F U L L - T I M E  A S  A N  A V  E N G I N E E R ,
B U T  H A S  A L W A Y S  D R E A M E D  O F
B E I N G  A  W R I T E R / D I R E C T O R
F I L M M A K E R  L I K E  H I S  C H I L D H O O D
H E R O E S  R O B E R T  R O D R I G U E Z ,
K E V I N  S M I T H ,  Q U E N T I N
T A R A N T I N O ,  A N D  G U I L L E R M O  D E L
T O R O .  S T E P H E N  A T T E N D E D
C O N C H I T A  E S P I N O S A
C O N S E R V A T O R Y  O F  T H E  A R T S  A S
A  C H I L D ,  W H E R E  H E  F I R S T
D I S C O V E R E D  A C T I N G  U N D E R  T H E
T U T E L A G E  O F  L U Z  C L A R A  D I A Z ,
W H O  H A D  P R E V I O U S L Y  W O R K E D
W I T H  S T E P H E N ' S  G R A N D - U N C L E
A C T O R  F L O R E N C I O  E S C U D E R O ,
W H O  T R A G I C A L L Y  D I E D  I N  A N
A C C I D E N T  O N  S T A G E  I N  C U B A .
S T E P H E N  A T T E N D E D  C O R A L  R E E F
S E N I O R  H I G H  M A G N E T  S C H O O L
F O R  T H E A T R E  A N D  R E C E I V E D  A N
E N G L I S H  D E G R E E  F R O M  F L O R I D A
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  U N I V E R S I T Y .  H E
I S  C O N S I S T E N T L Y  W O R K I N G  O N
H I S  F I L M S ,  S C R I P T S ,  P O D C A S T S
A N D  A  C O M I C  B O O K  U N I V E R S E .
S T E P H E N  I S  C U R R E N T L Y  W O R K I N G
O N  H I S  F I R S T  F E A T U R E  F I L M .


