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” COGLINE

CHILDHOOD SWEETHEARTS FACE

THE REALITIES OF THEIR ADULT
RELATIONSHIP AND ARE FORCED
TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT
SITUATIONS ARE NOT ALWAYS
WHAT THEY APPEAR TO BE







OUR STORY TAKES PLACE MODERN NOSTALGIA
IN THE LATE 1950s.

CHRISTMAS CAPITALISM IS

REMEMBERS THE HOLIDAYS OF

Post WAR AMERICA AS THE PEAK'
F CHEER AND GLAMOUR. WE

IN FULL EFFECT, AND IMAGE RS o L%

CONTINUE TO SEE A TOXIC

BSESSION WITH THIS TIME THAT
EVER ACKNOWLEDGES THE

RC N CORE OF SUFFERING

IS EVERYTHING. THIS
PERIOD OF ECONOMIC
PROSPERITY IS PAIRED WITH

STIFLING CONSERVATIVE 2R
LOOMING B EATH PERFECT PRESENTATION.

VALUES READY TO How MANY SEEMINGLY HAPPY PEOPLE

STEAMROLL ANYONE WHO SUFFERED FROM AN INABILITY TO ESCAPE THE

DARES TO DEVIATE FROM PRESSURES OF THEIR CIRCUMSTANCES?
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THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THIS FILM ARE INSPIRED BY

REAL STORIES AND IMAGES OF GAY MEN OF THE TIME.

THE FIRST IS DAVID DOWNS, AN ACTING PROFESSOR AT

i P

NoRTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY WHO DOCUMENTED HIS
LIFE AND EMOTIONAL STRUGGLES AS A YOUNG GAY MAN
IN THE EARLY 1960s THROUGH DAILY DIARY ENTRIES,
LETTERS, AND PHOTOGRAPHS THAT ARE NOW HELD IN
THE UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES.

|

THE SECOND SOURCE OF INSPIRATION ARE THESE TWO
PHOTOS, CURRENTLY IN THE ONE ARCHIVES AT THE
USC LiBRARIES. BOTH IMAGES WERE TAKEN IN A
PHOTO BOOTH IN 1953, FEATURING RoBERT BLock AND
JJ BELANGER. THEY ARE JUST TWO OF THE MANY MEN
:'_‘W_I-_IO LIVED THEIR LIVES IN STOLEN MOMENTS OF
_PRIVACY. e
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THE Hagngficent Stars OF
“MAGNIFICENT OBSESSION"

R

TALKED ASOUT
EVEN MOSE THAN

S de cherbour
Deborah Kerr - John Kerr »
wu Leif Erickson. Edward Andrews

Screes Play by l{‘}t Wrt _"hI‘IdC!'HJﬂ = . Rabert Andersan &
=g Vincente Minnelli =i Pandro S. Berman = AGNES MODREHEAD - CONRAD NAGEL - VIRGINIA GREY
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KATHLEEN

KATHLEEN IS A SMALL-TOWN GIRL WHO HAS ALWAYS HAD REASONABLE
DREAMS. HER HOUSE WILL BE PERFECTLY MAINTAINED WITH DINNER ON THE
TABLE FOR HER HUSBAND AND TWO PERFECT CHILDREN. SHE HAS ALWAYS BEEN
THE NICEST GIRL ON THE BLOCK, WILLING TO OFFER A HELPING HAND AND A
SMILE.

SHE PRIDES HERSELF ON HER APPEARANCE, AND HAS ALWAYS TRIED TO STRETCH
HER RESOURCES AS FAR AS SHE CAN WITH HER CLOTHING AND GROOMING.

WHILE COLLEGE WASN'T AN AVAILABLE OPTION TO HER, SHE WAS A TOP
STUDENT IN HIGH SCHOOL AND HAS HER EYES OPEN TO THE WORLD AROUND
HER. SHE HAS KNOWN MARTIN SINCE THEY WERE CHILDREN, AND SEES HIM AS
THE TICKET TO THE LIFE SHE ALWAYS HOPED FOR.







MARTIN HAS ALWAYS HELD HIMSELF TO THE HIGHEST STANDARDS. HE DID ALL

THE THINGS HE WAS SUPPOSED TO DO, FROM BEING A BOY SCOUT TO BECOMING
CLASS PRESIDENT. HE ALWAYS LOVED ART, SPECIFICALLY PAINTING, BUT WENT
TO COLLEGE FOR A SENSIBLE ECONOMICS DEGREE.

His PERFECTIONISM HAS ALWAYS BEEN A WAY TO KEEP PEOPLE AT ARMS
LENGTH, AVOIDING ANY CHANCE FOR THEM TO CRITIQUE OR SEE BELOW THE
SURFACE. DEEP DOWN, HE KNOWS THAT HE HAS FEELINGS FOR OTHER MEN.

IN COLLEGE HE HAS FOSTERED A SECRET RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS FRIEND, JERRY,
AND TRIES TO IGNORE THE REALITIES OF FORBIDDEN LOVE. HIS RESPONSIBLE
SIDE KEEPS HIM COMING BACK TO KATHLEEN AND HIS EXPECTED LIFE PATH.
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‘MRS. (PARTER

MRs. CARTER IS ALWAYS READY FOR GOSSIP AND A COCKTAIL. YOU WILL NEVER
HEAR HER TELL SOMEONE TO CALL HER BY HER FIRST NAME, THE ROLE OF WIFE
AND MOTHER IS ALL SHE HAS LEFT.

SHE HAS UPHELD HER END OF THE BARGAIN, RAISING MARTIN AND TAKING
CARE OF THE HOME WHILE HER HUSBAND IS OUT DOING WHO KNOWS WHAT.

| ANY SUSPICIONS SHE MIGHT HAVE ABOUT MARTIN AND HIS SPECIAL

FRIENDSHIPS ARE DROWNED OUT WITH THE SOUNDS OF THE RECORD PLAYER
AND THE TASTE OF HER THIRD MARTINI.

LIFE DIDN'T WORK OUT THE WAY SHE PLANNED, BUT SHE'S MAKING THE MOST
OF IT.







