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Logline
Childhood sweethearts face

the realities of their adult

relationship and are forced

to acknowledge that

situations are not always

what they appear to be





     Modern nostalgia
remembers the holidays of
Post War America as the peak
of cheer and glamour. We
continue to see a toxic
obsession with this time that
never acknowledges the
rotten core of suffering

Our story takes place
in the late 1950s.
Christmas capitalism is
in full effect, and image
is everything. This
period of economic
prosperity is paired with
stifling conservative
values ready to
steamroll anyone who
dares to deviate from
social norms. 

looming beneath perfect presentation.
How many seemingly happy people
suffered from an inability to escape the
pressures of their circumstances?



Douglas Sirk’s melodramas were
some of the first films to
subversively comment on the
problems with the attitude of our
country. His use of color, light, and
mise en scène sent messages to
audiences that would have never
made it past the film censors of the
studio era. These "women's films"
featured oversaturated lighting,
obvious set design with no interest
in realism, and dramatic
performances that perfectly
embodied the spirit of the time. The
sugary sweet presentation feels like
a Christmas card that came to life. 

This short film pays homage to his
work.





The circumstances of this film are inspired by  
real stories and images of gay men of the time. 

The first is David Downs, an acting professor at
Northwestern University who documented his
life and emotional struggles as a young gay man
in the early 1960s through daily diary entries,
letters, and photographs that are now held in
the university archives. 

The second source of inspiration are these two
photos, currently in the ONE Archives at the
USC Libraries. Both images were taken in a
photo booth in 1953, featuring Robert Block and
JJ Belanger. They are just two of the many men
who lived their lives in stolen moments of
privacy.





Inspiration



Kathleen
Kathleen is a small-town girl who has always had reasonable

dreams. Her house will be perfectly maintained with dinner on the

table for her husband and two perfect children. She has always been

the nicest girl on the block, willing to offer a helping hand and a

smile.

She prides herself on her appearance, and has always tried to stretch

her resources as far as she can with her clothing and grooming. 

While college wasn't an available option to her, she was a top

student in high school and has her eyes open to the world around

her. She has known Martin since they were children, and sees him as

the ticket to the life she always hoped for.





Martin
Martin has always held himself to the highest standards. He did all

the things he was supposed to do, from being a boy scout to becoming

class president. He always loved art, specifically painting, but went

to college for a sensible economics degree.

His perfectionism has always been a way to keep people at arms

length, avoiding any chance for them to critique or see below the

surface. Deep down, he knows that he has feelings for other men. 

In college he has fostered a secret relationship with his friend, Jerry,

and tries to ignore the realities of forbidden love. His responsible

side keeps him coming back to Kathleen and his expected life path.





Mrs. Carter
Mrs. Carter is always ready for gossip and a cocktail. You will never

hear her tell someone to call her by her first name, the role of wife

and mother is all she has left. 

She has upheld her end of the bargain, raising Martin and taking

care of the home while her husband is out doing who knows what.

Any suspicions she might have about Martin and his special

friendships are drowned out with the sounds of the record player

and the taste of her third martini. 

Life didn't work out the way she planned, but she's making the most

of it.




