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"Exceptional historically, for the
remarkable quality of its realization
but also for the profound humanity

that runs through it"
Jean-Philippe Périn




I never knew Albert Balay, my paternal grandfather. Serge, my father, never knew him
either. | never got the full story of Albert’s disappearance but | heard bits and pieces of
it, fragments of stories and anecdotes that ended up sedimenting in me.

Gendarme, Resistance fighter, tortured, deported, death in deportation... certainties
and unknowns intertwined.

I always saw his photograph alongside Elisabeth,
my grandmother, hanging on the wall in her
home. Now that I'm starting to make this film,
I'm discovering that there are a lot of letters,
photos and personal or official documents that my
grandmother had preciously preserved.

SEI R ESCAPE ROUTE EXPOSED, GENDARMES DEPORTED

After the debacle of June 1940 and the withdrawal to the French unoccupied
g ] kas‘.l;gipstale headed by Chief Marshal
Firmin TOURTEAU and gendarmes Louis TOUSSAINT, Albert BALAY, Aloise ECKERT,

loseph EYER and Auguste ALIBERT:

In October 1944, as the Allied armies approached, almost the entire SENGLER network
was dismantled by the Gestapo following a denunciation

Of the 5 gendarmes deported, Albert BALAY survived the longest. His sufferings lasted

195 days.
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Transmitting a story is not just about showing photographs with incomplete captions.
The transmission requires something more substantial and more accomplished: a

family journey in Albert's footsteps.

With this film, | want to assemble the fragments of the story and reconstruct the
puzzle to get as close as possible to the man who was my grandfather, this man who

enlightened our lives.

Stéphan Balay

Voir au dos
Nota important.
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- towards the secret of their memory
takes us by the hand and sweeps us away
: - Christian Le Peutrec

~ truck, which served as
~ hideout for escapees



"l scanned photos of concentration camps, trying to find my
father's face".
Serge, Albert’s youngest son.

"They put'me naked in front of the booted and helmeted officer
and ask me: is your father a terrorist?".
Fernand, Albert's eldest son.

"He was a good man... that’s why he died".
Antoinette Bettinelli, Albert’s sister-in-law.

"The gendarmes served the French state, and for them, France
was not Pétain".
Christian Dirwimmer, Société d'Histoire du'Val de Villé.

"Gendarmes-are- often accused of collaboration, but there
were also Resistance fighters. People who decided to put
their lives on the.line for others. They knew they could fall".
Jean-Luc Stauffer, Le Souvenir Frangais.

Specifications: trailer
Production: Stéphan Balay et Lumiére du Jour, 2024 E i E
Direction: Stéphan Balay

Duration: 101 minutes 1
VOD version frangaise : https://vimeo.com/ondemand/danslalumieredalbert

VOD version anglaise : https://vimeo.com/ondemand/followingalbert E
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For a public screening, please contact us:
contact@lumieredujour-prod.fr

www.DansLalumierePAlbert.fr
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