RETURNING TO EARTH (2024; 23 MIN.)

When actor/entrepreneur/activist/producer James Ferrari, a native New Yorker, attended a conference at the remote J Bar L Ranch in Lima, MT, he knew he’d found the perfect setting for a film idea he had about a father in recovery and his journey to redemption and reconciliation with his estranged daughter.

Opposite Ferrari as the father, Rob Esposito, is 25-year-old actress, Helena Howard, who starred in 2018’s “Madeline’s Madeline,” about whom critic Richard Brody in The New Yorker said she gave “one of the ten best performances of the 21st century.”  As Rob’s wounded, daughter, Zo, who has retreated to a remote cabin as far from her father and her family as she can, Helena Howard again has a chance to show her vibrant talent.  The cast is rounded out by Amber Rose Mason as Zo’s neighbor and landlord, drawing from her own experience as the owner of a ranch and horses in Montana herself.

Returning from the J Bar L, Ferrari turned to an editor/friend, Cari Coughlin, who introduced him to writer Terrell Tannen, who knew the territory from his several screenplay adaptations of Jim Harrison novels. Expanding on Ferrari’s idea, Tannen’s original 19-page script weaves the story of this father-daughter encounter into a rich and varied emotional tapestry played against a stunning landscape.

Director Tim Hunter (Tex, River’s Edge, Mad Men) signed on to bring it to life and capture its emotion on film, on location first in Livingston and then the J Bar L in the SE corner of Montana. Emmy-award-winning cinematographer, Dyanna Taylor shot it with her warm feel for the characters and country that date from being the granddaughter of Dorothea Lange and from her own distinguished career as a photographer and filmmaker of documentaries and drama.  

In the film’s story, Rob, seeking out his daughter, Zo, is carrying an urn with the ashes of his dead son, her brother Bobby who killed himself, with a mission to scatter the ashes at Bobby’s favorite spot in the river.  Their reunion has an uneasy start – they are guarded and defensive. And their move from her cabin to the river with the ashes leads to confrontation - cathartic and emotional.  How will they – or indeed will they ever be able to put the hurt of the past behind them, come to terms, even find love?  The questions are near-universal; the outcome as often in life uncertain, and we hope audiences will enjoy and perhaps be moved by the experience. 

RETURNING TO EARTH (2024; 23 MIN.). Produced by James Ferrari and Jeri Rafter.  Written by Terrell Tannen.  Directed by Tim Hunter. Photography by Dyanna Taylor.  Edited by Cari Coughlin. Music by Mark Adler.  With: Helena Howard, James Ferrari, Amber Rose Mason.
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