
 

 

                                                                      OFFICIAL SIGHTINGS OF  

                                                        THE FLYING DUTCHMAN 

                      

          In 1881, King George V came across the Flying Dutchman while he was  traveling  in  

          HMS Bacchante. The  Royal Navy ship was  near  the  tip of  Africa  when  this  spirit  

          ship appeared  out   of   nowhere.  In line  with  the  legend,  after  the  appearance  of  

          the Flying Dutchman   disaster  followed   as   a  man    fell   from   the  ship  and  was  

          “smashed into atoms”.   Later   on,   Reverend   John   Neale   Dalton   helped   Prince  

          George  publish  his  account  as   The  Cruise  of  H.M.S   Bacchante.  Not   only  did  

          Bacchante  see  the  ghost  ship   but  also  Cleopatra   and   Tourmaline   which   were 

          sailing as a part of the squadron. 

 

          On July 11, 1881, when one of the eye-witnesses was Prince George, later to become  

          King George V. He  was  to  see it whilst  serving  as  a  naval  cadet  on board H.M.S.   

          Bacchante.  The  prince,  himself,  made  the  entry  in  the  ship’s  log  describing  the  

          encounter. The log now  preserved in Royal Navy archives: 
 

          “During the middle watch the so-called Flying Dutchman crossed our bows. She  first  

          appeared as a strange red light, as if a ship all aglow,  in  the  midst of which light her  

          spars, masts and sails, seemingly those of a normal brig, some 200 yards  distant from  

          us, stood  out  in  strong  relief  as  she  came  up. Our  lookout  man on the forecastle  



 

 

           reported her close to our port  bow,  where  also  the  officer  of  the   watch  from the  

           bridge clearly saw her, as did our quarter-deck midshipman, who was sent forward at  

           once to the forecastle to report back. But on reaching there, no vestige, nor  any  sign  

           of the ship, was to be seen either near or away on the horizon”.  

 

           Also in 1881,  a  Swedish  merchantman  under   the   command  of   Captain Larsen,  

          encountered the Flying Dutchman.  Captain  Larsen’s ship  had  been  battling a storm 

          as she rounded the Cape on her journey from Australia. Shortly  before dawn an  eerie  

          glow appeared in the sky and the captain sent a man up the mast to see  its  cause. The  

          lookout fell from his perch  and  crashed  headlong  onto  the  deck.  He  died  several  

          minutes later having whispered the words “Flying Dutchman.”  
 

          In 1884,  the  American  tea  clipper  Relentless,  sailing  for  New York,  sighted  the  

          Flying Dutchman 300 miles south of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. The  captain, Daniel  

          Sheaver, ordered the ship to  alter  course so  that  he could  get a  better  look  but the  

          helmsman died when they were 400 yards  away  from  the  phantom  ship. That same  

          night a fierce gale hit the Relentless and  three  seamen  were  washed  overboard and  

          were never seen again.  

 

          In January 1911,   the  Scottish  whaling   steamer  Orkney   Belle  encountered  the  

          Flying Dutchman. The  second   mate   described   her   giant    sails   swelling   in   a  

          non-existent breeze. The Orkney Belle was that close to the Flying Dutchman that  at  

          one time it was thought that the two  vessels must  collide.  As  the Flying Dutchman  

          sailed by, several of  the  Orkney Belle’s  crew  clearly  saw  her  name  on  the  stern.  

          Three  bells  were  heard  from   the  phantom  vessel;  she  heeled   to starboard  and  

          vanished  into the mist. In 1914 the Orkney Belle was one of the   first  British  ships   

          to  be  sunk  in action by the German Navy on the outbreak of hostilities.  

 

          In March 1939, no  less  than  sixty   people  at  False  Bay  in South  Africa  had  a 

          complete view of the Flying Dutchman as she appeared to sail straight for  the  sands  

          of Strandfontein. However, before it could hit the beach, the  ship vanished into  thin  

          air as mysteriously as it had appeared.  

 

         In 1942,  the  commander  of   German  U-boat  submarines,  Admiral  Carl  Doenitz,  

         officially  reported  to the  German  High Command that  the crews of  some  U-boats  

         had encountered the Flying Dutchman  east of  the Suez Canal in Egypt; the  terrified  

         crews said that they would rather face the entire  might of the Allied  warships in  the  

         North Atlantic Ocean than be confronted again by the Flying Dutchman.  



 

 

          In September 1942, four  people  sitting  on their  balcony  at  Mouille  Point,  Cape  

          Town,  saw  the  same  phantom  vessel  sail  into  Table  Bay  and   disappear  behind  

          Robben Island.  
 

          One spring morning in 1943, the Australian naval escort boat, H.M.A.S. Beresford,  

          sailing westwards towards the Cape of Good Hope, broke radio silence to  broadcast a  

          two-worded  message - “Flying Dutchman”.  Then  there  was  complete   silence  and  

          neither the boat nor its crew of 34 men was ever seen again.  
 

          In October 1959,  the  Dutch  freighter,  Straat  Magelhaen,   captained  by  Captain P.  

          Algra, came into contact with the  Flying Dutchman. The  ghostly  vessel’s  sails  were  

          fully  spread  and  a  man  could  be  seen   clearly  at  the  wheel.  So  sudden  was  the  

          appearance of the ghostly ship that there was no chance of Captain Algra taking action  

          to avoid the situation. However,  just  as  the  two  vessels  were  about  to  collide, the  

          Flying Dutchman vanished into the darkness. 
 

                             THE FLYING DUTCHMAN in ENCYCLOPEDIA and DICTIONARY 
 This motion picture, which is a modern depiction of the legend, shall further immortalize the Flying Dutchman in the annals of human civilization 
                       

               



 

 

   

                                



 

 

 
                                                        


