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Biography 

Jaylani Roberts-Cortes
J Eye Films LLC.
Born in San Francisco’s Mission District in 1976 Jaylani Roberts-Cortes was born into.
a musical family.  Daughter of Jan Brown and Alan Roberts Jaylani grew up around

inventive minds and encouraged at an early age to express herself through the arts.

At the age of four, Jaylani danced for the Oakland Academy of Ballet. At 18, Jaylani entered parenthood but refused to become a statistic working two jobs and putting herself

through college while supporting her son Malachi. By the age of nineteen, Jaylani started her own dance company, Kaution Dance Company.  Kaution Dance Company catered to inner city youth and was a way that Jaylani could foster her love and passion for dance and the arts.  At the same time, she felt a strong need to inspire the youth in the East Bay Area and expose them to styles of dance that many of them had never experienced. After achieving her bachelor’s degree in business management Jaylani enrolled in Law School for a brief period before veering off into the film world.
First introduced to film by her mom who was a film lover then later exposed by a boyfriend who was studying film at Cal Berkeley, Jaylani read and studied
different directors and assisted a friend in production of an 8-minute short film called “Silent” and a 22-minute Documentary titled “The Life of Mark Cotton”. Her exposure to film through these two pieces sparked her personal relationship with filmmaking. Self-taught Jaylani jumped into writing and directing her first feature length film “Shut Up and Dance” in September 2006. After it’s completion Jaylani immediately started working on a gangster film Mercury’s Rule which she completed and traveled to Cannes Film Festival with in 2010. In 2017, shortly after getting married Jaylani began working on her most recent project “Run” a short film about the dangers of social isolation for women. Today, Jaylani is working on her first TV pilot, Generations, and is pushing fast toward her dream of making movies full-time and expressing her unique perspective as a Woman Filmmaker.
Filmography 

Jaylani Roberts-Cortes
2001

Love Takes Time - Netflix
Genre - Drama

Feature Length 98 minutes

Lead Role - Shakira

2004

Shut Up and Dance

Genre – Dance Film/Drama

Feature Length 92 Minutes

Director/Writer/Producer/Actor
2010

Mercury’s Rule

Genre – Gangster 

Feature Length – Post-Production 

Director/Writer/Producer/Actor
2013
Bay Hustle and Love

Pilot - Reality Show 

Trailer 

Director/Producer

2020

Run 
Genre -Thriller

Short Film

Director/Writer/Producer

2024
Generations

TV Pilot/Screenplay

Director/Writer/Producer

