


Title: 
Length:
Genre:
Budget:
Shoot:

Recording in Progress
Feature (~95 min)
Horror, Thriller, Dark Comedy
TBD
TBD



Aubrey Thurman
Aubrey Thurman graduated from Carleton
College with a degree in Economics in 2023.
She has since worked as a Production
Assistant on several feature films. Recording
in Progress is her first screenplay. In
addition, Aubrey is an accomplished
musician. She has won numerous awards
over the course of her 18-year career as a
classical pianist. Aubrey is also a rock
guitarist with several songs streaming on
Spotify and an album in the works.

(402) 297-5279 | aubreythurman22@gmail.com





A rock band’s recording session is derailed by a series of brutal murders
in the studio.



Almost Famous (2000) 
dir. Cameron Crowe

Black Christmas (1974)
dir. Bob Clark



Prologue: 1969
Rest of Film: December 8, 1977





Tommy Harris
Lead Guitar

Steven Sherman
Drums

Mark Harper
Vocals

Danny Preston
Bass Guitar

ages 23-24



Past:
-Known for writing grandiose rock songs with mythical, philosophical, and literary themes
EX. Stairway to Heaven, Kashmir, Achilles Last Stand
-Third album featured the hit song “Sweet Fire” that was a departure from previous work
EX. Whole Lotta Love, Black Dog, Heartbreaker
-Up-and-coming until “Sweet Fire” made them household names

Present:
-Have been in NYC for 2 weeks recording 4th album
-Working with infamous producer Roy Royce
-Mark wants to write more hits, the other 3 have mixed feelings believing “Sweet Fire” to be a
sell-out
-Behind schedule in the recording process already.........

based in LA



Prologue:
-Young rock band signed to Crane Recording Artists - placeholders

Present:
-Phoenyx photoshoot, they leave for the studio ~8 pm
-2 killers come into the studio and murder punk band Backyard Castration
-Phoenyx arrives and gets in a huge argument - Mark leaves
-BC’s manager arrives and finds the band dead - calls police
-Cops arrive, Killer #1 comes back and cops kill him while searching the building
-Roy bribes Lt. Miller into letting Phoenyx keep recording even though the building is a crime
scene
-Lt. Miller agrees, leaves one cop at front entrance and another at back exit, locks both doors

Act 2 --->



-Roy sends engineer Raymond to look for Phoenyx manager Phil 
-Killer #2 gets into studio and kills disco group Dream Station + session musicians 
-Roy leaves Studio A and gets killed in the hallway
-Danny thinks something is up - band can’t get anything done without Mark yet
they aren’t allowed to leave the studio
-Band speculates they’re the victims of a record company conspiracy
-Mark is at a bar having fun this whole time, completely unaware of the murders

Act 3 --->



-Mark sees a breaking news update on TV about BC getting killed - gets someone to drive
him back to the studio
-Phoenyx wants to leave, goes to Studio B to see if DS is there/if they have one of the keys -
find everyone dead
-Killer #2 enters and band runs into the booth to hide under the desk - killer rearranges the
bodies in the studio, talking to himself about putting on a “special performance” for them
-Killer leaves, band runs into lounge and can’t open window - go to Studio A to get an amp
to push through window to get out
-Mark gets back to studio just in time - showdown with band and killer
-Killer tells us both killers were in band from prologue, got dropped from Crane so they
want revenge on artists signed to that label
-Final fight - Danny and Tommy injured, Mark eventually able to beat killer to death with
Tommy’s guitar
-Cops come back, wrap up crime scene - band resolves argument from earlier that evening





page script

night 
(minus prologue)

outfit per character 
(minus photoshoot outfits)

locations



Crane Recording Artists Executive Floor
Prologue - 1969

Photography Studio --->



Photography Studio
Image from The Eyes of Laura Mars (1978)

Recording Studio --->



Apartment--->

Recording Studio
-Pièce de Résistance
-Studio A, B, C, D, lounge
-Surreal, labyrinthine, funky
-Architectural horror - location
becomes a character
EX. The Shining, Suspiria, Dawn of the Dead, Parasite,
The Changeling



Killers’ Apartment
Image from Taxi Driver (1976)

Nightclub --->



Nightclub
Image from Saturday Night Fever (1977)

High-rise --->



High-rise
Image from Suspiria (1977)

Dive Bar --->



Dive Bar
Image from Mean Streets (1973)

Hotel --->



Hotel

NYC Streets --->



NYC Streets



-Shining stars of the film
-Diegetic music (and lack thereof) drives the suspense - studios are soundproof so
killers can operate in silence
-Subjects of discussion, contention, and running jokes

Dungeon Kicks - Backyard Castration
Prometheus - Phoenyx

Dance Ascension - Dream Station
Sweet Fire - Phoenyx

Studio Killer - Phoenyx







Horror
Thriller

Dark Comedy
Slasher
Music

Rock and Roll
Nostalgia



Elvis (2022)
Budget: $85,000,000

Box Office: $288,670,284

Financial data are gathered from IMDb. The figures I list for box office are the figures for worldwide gross as given by IMDb.

Priscilla (2023)
Budget: $20,000,000

Box Office: 

Bohemian Rhapsody (2018)
Budget: $52,000,000

Box Office: $910,809,311

The Dirt (2019)
Budget: $23,100,000

Box Office: Netflix release

Rocketman (2019)
Budget: $40,000,000

Box Office: $195,320,400

Yesterday (2019)
Budget: $26,000,000

Box Office: $154,608,856



1,757,031 likes

5,255,264 likes

3,000,272 likes

1,539,963 likes

1,547,597 likes



In recent years, we’ve seen older songs trend on TikTok and
subsequently reappear on the charts decades after their
original release. 

Such examples include Dreams by Fleetwood Mac,  Running
up That Hill by Kate Bush, and Master of Puppets by
Metallica. 




