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Synopsis 

During the end of February in Dominican Republic, Carnaval happens in every city. In this short documentary, 4 legendary designers of Carnaval in the city of 
Santiago discuss the different ways they interpret this celebratory event and what the future holds for their household names. Through intimate conversations in their 

respective workplace, we learn about the process of each of these artists behind the scenes. 
Denise Leon is known as one of the most popular characters in Carnaval. She portrays the “Roba la Gallina” which is a character known as the chicken thief. 

Typically a man dressed as a woman, presumably meant to be a woman who steals chickens from people in the neighborhood. Dressed in colorful, flamboyant dresses, 
with exaggerated hips and make-up, the “Roba la Gallina” usually carries a big purse filled with candies to throw into the gathered crowd. The purse symbolises where the 

woman would hide her stolen chicken.
John Alberto is one of the young innovators of Carnaval in Santiago. He created a hybrid version of a “Roba la Gallina” and intertwined it with another 

character, which is the “Lechon”. The Lechon is the main character of the Santiago Carnaval, and they are a type of lame devil. They are distinguished by their mask, which 
represents the face of a pig, with a long snout and large horns, and their elaborate costumes which carry bells and bowls usually around their pants and arms. Their role 

is to maintain order in the streets during the festivities, which they attempt to do by spinning their whip in the air.
Braulio lopez is considered a legend in Carnaval in the Dominican Republic. His work consists of a lot of inspiration behind the history of Africans and their 

overcoming of strife throughout the world. Braulio has been making costumes since he was 18 years old and has been sewing all of his designs in the basement of his 
mothers house for over 20 years. 

Xavier Peralta is a young designer who started under the wing of Braulio Lopez. Xavier creates elegant dresses as well as costumes inspired by Brazilian culture. 
Xavier, along with his haus members, come together and create designs for every Carnaval event in their respective city and are looking to take their creations 

worldwide and inspire many of the LGBTQ members involved in costume creation and design. 



About the Film 

Yo Soy Carnaval (I Am Carnaval) was created to shine a light on those who have been contributing to the culture of 
the Dominican Republic but not have been given the opportunity to show their methods of innovation. Only 4 

contributors were included in this documentary, but there are more in other cities who are not represented enough 
or have not had the chance to speak on their experiences. This film encompasses the background of each individual 
and their support systems. In a country like the Dominican Republic where resources are not as accessible as other 

countries, these people find a way to make amends with the resources they have in order to fulfill the enjoyment of 
building their craft. Throughout this film, each designer speaks on the trials and tribulations it took to overcome 
the pandemic, continue their progress in the work they do and inspire the next generation of leaders who will pass 

on the torch to celebrating a festival that’s been carried on for over a century. 



Cast 
Denise Leon (Roba La Gallina)

John Alberto (Hibrido-Roba Lechon) Braulio Lopez (Africa)

Xavier Peralta (Brasileiro) 
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        Born in Harlem, raised in the Bronx of New 

York, Cesar Ernesto Garcia is an Independent 

multimedia artist whose parents immigrated from 

the Dominican Republic. 

       His work consists of photographs, videography, 

sound and visual art in many different places and 

contexts. 

With background training and self taught 

experience, Cesar thrives in hopes of accomplishing 

his dreams of becoming an Independent 

Filmmaker/Director.

About the Director


