PERSEPHONE, screenplay by Kristina Van Kirk, copyright 2022

Log Line: In ancient Greece, Persephone, goddess of wheat, longs for creative freedom but her mother forbids it, so she accepts Hades’ invitation to landscape the Underworld unwittingly putting human lives in peril.

It is intended as an animated or live action musical -- "Beauty and the Beast" meets "Coco".

Story features strong, independent female characters addressing issues of responsibility v. passion, creativity, and civic leadership, amid high drama, humor and lively music. 

Persephone is a coming of age story about the Greek goddess of wheat who struggles with the conflict of responsibility vs. artistic passion.  This updated, partnership of the sexes, of the classic Greek myth features Persephone as a talented heroine. Hades, as classically portrayed by the ancient Greeks, is not the devil but is god and King of the Underworld who provides punishment and reward to mortal souls in the afterlife. He confesses to his brother Zeus that he wishes to find a wife to make his Queen. Zeus suggests that Persephone might be a good choice.  Hades makes a surprise visit to Persephone who has just had another fight with her mother, Demeter, over the forbidden flowers Persephone persists to create.  Although Persephone rebuffs Hades’ suggestion of marriage, she is tempted by his entreaty for her to landscape the Elysian Fields; and she rashly goes with him to the Underworld. Initially Persephone is afraid of Hades and his role as Punisher-in-Chief (he sings a song about consequences “Reap What You Sow”). Her mother’s misery at Persephone’s “abduction” by Hades causes it to snow for the first time on earth.  This “white plague” kills all the plants and the unprepared mortals are starving and freezing.  Just as Persephone and Hades are celebrating the success of her gardens in the Underworld, Zeus informs them that Persephone must return to her mother before all the mortals die. Realizing that she has fallen in love with Hades, Persephone suggests that they marry before she goes back. Persephone confronts Demeter about the irrational, unnecessary “white plague.” Her mother insists that she cannot control her emotions and it will snow again when Persephone returns to the Underworld. Their battle of emotions plays out in a ferocious duet “A Mother’s Love”.  Persephone must make wheat grow again; and also teach the villagers to prepare for the annual “white plague.” Once she is satisfied that the mortals will survive, Persephone tells her mother that she is returning to Hades. Demeter’s broken heart causes all the leaves to turn black and fall from the trees. Forever the devotee of beautiful colors, Persephone changes the black leaves to yellow, red and orange before running into the arms of Hades. As they joyously depart, it begins to snow all around the forlorn figure of Demeter. “And that my dear children, is how we came to have the four seasons: spring, summer, autumn and winter.”


