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Fergal Smith (00:19):
He's lots of names, Lowey has, but Ram Man was one name we used to call him a lot.
Mickey Smith (00:23):
Lot of the time just scared for him. He'd just go on anything. Go, go and go and go.
Speaker 3 (00:39):
Boldly going where no Englishman's been before.
(00:41):
(singing)
Tom Lowe (00:58):
There's been a few summers, though, you live up here and it's nice, you know? There's little family gatherings, and so I'm going to show you in the caravan.
Crew (01:07):
Sure.
Tom Lowe (01:07):
Do you want to see it? You can come in shoes on. Don't worry about shoes off, lads, because it's not been hoovered or anything. This is it, man. Cooker, fridge. We've got these guys up here. They're from my granddad who's not with us anymore. Liverpool and Everton. You'll probably meet... Oh, yeah. There's cat. Hello, cat. It's this [inaudible 00:01:29]. We were going to make a little like houseboat out of that and get it on the land and then it's just, "No, we're not." It's been here for like 15 years so now it's just part of the tree.
(01:39):
But, yeah, this is dad's puppy. He just comes up every day and just feeds the birds and the fish, and this is his sanctuary. This is where he feels most at peace. I think this has kept him alive all these years. Sometimes you wonder how he's still rocking with what he puts in his system.
Speaker 3 (02:03):
It's a very difficult fine line, isn't it, because you don't want to say, "Oh, my son is fucking God's gift to humanity, do you know? Wow," and all that.
(02:10):
(singing)
(02:17):
Oh, he's a sport's nut. Yeah, he's very good. He was a good cricketer and he was a good little swimmer and then when he found surfing... I don't know, he was 12, 13, 14 and then he was a surf nut then.
Tom Lowe (02:29):
He used to have to drag us-
Speaker 6 (02:31):
Off the beach. I know.
Tom Lowe (02:32):
... off the beach, didn't you, out the water?
Speaker 6 (02:36):
He breathes it, he lives it. He has to be in the water.
Speaker 3 (02:41):
He was not academic. That's not his way, and when he was at school, I've since found out that if there was good surf and he'd say like the tide's right at about half 11, so they'd both make sure they got kicked out of class at half 11.
Tom Lowe (02:56):
You know, I'm always in trouble and it's like I'm in the headmaster's office. "You're just basically wasting your life. What do you mean you surf?" It was like no one had ever heard of that. It was definitely a case of, "I'm going to run off into the fields and ditch school and go surfing because, like, you know, fuck you." There was no one in St. Ives that was getting paid to surf so it was like you get a trade because you're not academically that sound, so you're not going uni.
Speaker 3 (03:38):
Once he left school, each winter he'd go away, whether it was to Bali or Oz or whatever, and spend three or four months, run up debts on the credit card, come back in the summer and work two jobs to pay it off, and then same again, same again.
(03:54):
(singing)
Tom Lowe (03:59):
[inaudible 00:04:00] was a pommy kook. They don't take you seriously. You've got this posh English accent and they just think you just want to have a cup of tea.
Speaker 3 (04:08):
They did some excellent, really crappy jobs, you know, dishwashing.
Speaker 6 (04:12):
In a restaurant, to building sites.
Speaker 3 (04:15):
He's real good digging at holes. You can say to Tom, "See that hole? That needs digging there. Get it and..."
Tom Lowe (04:20):
Working in factories and done so many shit jobs for like 15 years of my life.
(04:47):
This is pretty much like I grew up just surfing here. I didn't even go anywhere barely. You got to be pretty resilient, you know? You got to be keen as fuck and resilient because all them times you're down here, it's sleeting, freezing, shit is on the shore, waves everywhere and you're out there numb. Just for some reason you know you've got to put that energy in because something's going to come of it, but it's hard to keep that belief, for sure. Most people are just going down the pub.
Speaker 3 (05:25):
Once you went off to Ireland, met Mickey, Ferg, it all went from there then. Mickey then was determined about his photography, so it was, as I said before, a lot to do with Mickey.
Speaker 6 (05:42):
It changed his life, basically.
Mickey Smith (05:46):
This is a big day actually, wasn't it?
Tom Lowe (05:49):
Yeah. That's like, "Don't really want to go. I'm-on-a-wave-day," isn't it?
Mickey Smith (05:52):
Yeah.
Tom Lowe (05:57):
Yeah. Oh, wow.
Mickey Smith (05:59):
Yeah.
Tom Lowe (05:59):
That's beautiful, that shot.
Mickey Smith (05:59):
Old memories, huh?
Tom Lowe (06:09):
The moment I arrived in Ireland, I felt very at home. I just fell in love with it. I thought it was the most special place that I'd ever seen.
Fergal Smith (06:17):
Tom came over with a few friends. I was just like, "Who is that guy, because he doesn't look like most surfers." He looked a little bit unhinged, in the best way possible.
Mickey Smith (06:29):
The thing that struck me about him is how he literally had no idea of how good he was in the water and no expectation of being a professional surfer. He had more of a skateboard mentality of just going for it, like as hard as he could. You see people [inaudible 00:06:53] but you rarely meet people with a spark in their eye for like when those sets come through and your limbs have gone weak and no one really wants to go, and there's only a few people that will turn and go. They've got the fire in them and he's that guy.
Fergal Smith (07:21):
On gnarly days, Tom will just go on 12 for one, just for the hell of it.
Mickey Smith (07:25):
Have the worst beating that would put me out for like three weeks but he'd have 10 of them in a session.
Fergal Smith (07:31):
You go out to a really scary situation. You're going, "Oh, I don't know if this is such a good idea. Maybe we shouldn't even be here." Before you can even get out the back, Lowey's already taken off, gone over the falls, snapped his board, swam in, got another board and he's back out again. I always, always loved that. I said, "Well, if he can do that and he survived, then at least I might actually catch a wave now."
Tom Lowe (07:57):
I'd usually pop up and Ferg would be on the one I wanted. "Aw, shit," and he gets spat out. "Damn, I got to get one now."
Mickey Smith (08:03):
He's made of stern stuff and he's amazing to work with as a photographer because he's always going to have a nudge.
Fergal Smith (08:10):
He kind of doesn't really feel like he's had a surf unless he's really gone above and beyond of what he was physically meant to.
Tom Lowe (08:17):
It was definitely gung-ho, unbreakable, more ego, more balls, learn the hard way. That's how I did it. That's why I love that time because it's just like raw heart and feeling and that is a pretty addictive feeling, that's for sure. I didn't want to go back to a normal job.
Fergal Smith (08:45):
I think Tom just really wanted to make it. He really wanted to just ride heavy waves and he always had a passion for it before I ever met him. Anytime he'd surf anywhere, he'd be the guy riding the biggest waves or pushing it the most. And it was Mickey, then, that kind of tapped into that.
Speaker 6 (09:02):
Mickey took him to one side and said, "You absolutely have to turn professional."
Mickey Smith (09:07):
I just remember sitting him down and showing him some of the photographs we had of our experiences and he was just like, "What, that's me?" And I was just like, "Yeah, that's you. You're riffing." And he's like, "Nah."
Fergal Smith (09:24):
Just by Tom being around Mickey, it got Tom's raw talent out there, whereas Tom probably wouldn't have done that on his own [inaudible 00:09:33].
Tom Lowe (09:35):
I mean instantly when you meet Mick it's an experience. He's just got a presence about him. He's very unique. I mean when he's in the ocean, the way he captures it, it's probably a good way of telling people how he sees things, but I feel like Mickey tunes into things that you can't really express. That's why he does all that because he's on a different program. He ain't like us. The specific moment in time when he came into my life, he projected this momentum for me that instilled that confidence in me.
Mickey Smith (10:12):
He can look further than these immediate boundaries and you're given a bit of encouragement by those kind of loving connections or creative sparks around. If you're doing things you love doing them, it's a really good place to start with anything.
(10:32):
I remember going to a meeting with one of his sponsors or potential sponsors back then and they were talking about things and I was like, "You're going to get a contract. We're going to get you a contract. You're going to be able to surf," and in the meeting he was just like, "I don't know why you'd want to sponsor me. I'm fucking kook. I don't know why we're even talking about it."
Tom Lowe (10:53):
Is that what I said?
Mickey Smith (10:53):
I was like...
Tom Lowe (10:53):
Oh, shit.
Mickey Smith (11:02):
Luckily Ferg stepped in and he was like, "No, that's just Tom being Tom."
(11:15):
Tom's got self-deprecation that's definitely from growing up here. You literally weren't given an inch. Stick your neck out the sand, you'd be shut straight back down. The older generation were really hard on us all.
Tom Lowe (11:31):
There wasn't like someone, "Oh, yeah. Cool. You keep at it because you're going to be a pro." There is no positive reinforcement.
Fergal Smith (11:38):
You just are from being this part of the world. I think you're always kind of outside of the surf's industry a bit. You're not growing up in it so much. He's from Cornwall, grew up and giving it a go. He doesn't think himself as in the surf scene.
Tom Lowe (11:54):
I don't even know if it's like a rebellious side. I guess it's like an underdog thing, you know? You have to surf twice as hard as everyone else when you're from this side of the world.
Mickey Smith (12:05):
I'm pretty sure surfing's been a lifesaver for him on a lot of levels. Someone with that in them, it needs to come out somehow.
Tom Lowe (12:27):
I don't have a choice to not do surfing heavy waves. I don't feel like I've ever had that choice. It's like if the waves are big and I see a chance, it's like I've got to go. I don't want to be that one. You know, "Fucking, here we go," but you just do it and then you're just under the wall going, Oh, God. Let me live."
(13:32):
Yeah, I wish I could just chill out because it's pretty gnarly, like mind what you go through emotionally, physically, mentally, everything. It takes so much from you, and I just don't want to end up doing myself in out there. I always thought that was my destiny is in the end, I'm just going to go for gold and I'm just going to probably drown.
(14:11):
That's what I kind of thought would probably happen. I thought it's quite like that's just my destiny, but I definitely don't think it is. I don't want it to be now because it's shifted way off that, before Tess and the girls.
Speaker 3 (14:33):
Where he really struck gold is meeting Tess and obviously we've been blessed with little Tiger Lily, so that's priceless, isn't it, you know?
Tom Lowe (14:44):
I just want to be just ultimate dad is the mission and partner. You never feel love like that when you have a little baby. It's crazy.
Fergal Smith (14:54):
Do you remember that day when it was freezing cold and we went out to Lauren's and you were moaning and whinging the whole time?
Tom Lowe (15:19):
I did that. Look at those beasts.
Fergal Smith (15:22):
Is that enough?
Tom Lowe (15:23):
Get on. Yeah, more than enough.
Fergal Smith (15:26):
Yeah.
Mickey Smith (15:26):
Me and Ferg have followed different paths since our time as a close unit. Tom's still doing it and how he's got the energy to sustain that is incredible for me.
Fergal Smith (15:40):
The odd time me and Mickey would text each other or would say, "Have you seen what Lowey's been up to lately?"
(15:44):
(singing)
Tom Lowe (16:30):
There's only so many times you're going to get hammered until you start recalibrating and going, "Okay, right." It can change you, change your mindset. You don't know how it works, the universe. I just like to think that the kind of energy you're putting out is what you're going to get back and I was just meant to be in amongst some wild sea. It makes me feel alive.
(16:53):
(singing)
(17:01):
You're out there connecting with nature at its rawest. There's nothing more pure than that.
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