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A lonely woman on the Australian frontier has a chance encounter

with an injured bushranger. In vulnerability, they find an unlikely
connection and kinship-

and then the law comes knocking.




Mags lives isolated on her family's farm until an
unexpected sound catches her attention- a
sound that brings her face to face with an
injured bushranger.

As Mags cleans and tends to the stranger's
wounds, they share a conversation, finding a
connection and empathy with each other in their
loneliness.

A sudden banging at the door breaks their
sanctuary as the law comes knocking.

Mags must find a way to outsmart the Sargent
to protect the bushranger - or suffer the
consequences of harbouring a fugitive.



DIRECTOR'S NOTE

As a closeted teen who grew up on a functional diet of romance films (thanks Mum), the
absence of stories that | could relate to was profound.

For a little queer kid, still firmly in multiple different closets, it always felt like there was
something about those films that made it not "for me". | struggled with that for a long time,
before resolving that love was just not for me (a relatively stupid conclusion, in hindsight.) As

it turns out, it was just the glaring absence of any queer stories.

Born of a love of the Victorian countryside and the mythos of the bushrangers that once
roamed it, Ballad is a short form drama that explores the idea of a sudden, intimate
connection in an isolating world- and a gift to a younger self; a reminder that love can be
found even in the loneliest of places.

- Roe Bonnici
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SINCE THEY WERE BIG ENOUGH TO PICK UP A
PENCIL, ROE HAS BEEN STORYTELLING.

MELBOURNE BORN, THEY SPENT THEIR
FORMATIVE YEARS BURIED IN PERFORMING
AND VISUAL ARTS, BEFORE FALLING HEAD OVER
HEELS FOR SCREEN.

PROUDLY TRANS, THEY CHANNEL THEIR
EXPERIENCES INTO STORIES OF CONNECTION,
LOVE, AND QUEER JOY.
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