Gunther von Hagens

KORPERWELTEN

A life for the imperishable

A Dokumentary - 60 Min.




The cinematic portralt of. the inventor of ,,PLASTINA'
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éunther von-. Hagens globally renowned exhibitions, ,BODY WORLDS §
over 50 million visitors. In 2002 we had the privilege of recording an eﬁi‘ |ve
with him, forming the foundation of this documentary In the interview, Gunther von H:
outlines his long and arduous journey to his invention, which became a revolution in s
my. In 2006, he was diagnosed with Parkinson'’s disease, which affected his motor ski S
speech center. Unfortunately, such an authentic representatlon of his personal int 1S
motivations will never be possible again. Additionally, we later produced scene 3’ .
- ous exhibitions and conducted interviews with Gunther’s wife, Dr. Angellna Whalley,.w .
serves as the curator respon5|b|e for the design of the exhibitions, as well as the hlghly,ela-"
borate productlon of the plastlnates at the Plastination Center in Guben, founded in 2006..
Furthermore, the dotumentary raises questlons about the meaning of existence. The ref-
lections on the transience of life, sparked by ,,BODY WORLDS,” undoubtedly elevate the
documentary beyond mere scientific and anatomical ‘interest. They iinvite the audience to
' contemplate the compIeX|ty of the human body and embark on a journey of self-discovery. -




and elevator operator. After obtaining his hlgh school dlploma throqgh even
. hé worked as a nursing' ‘assistant in a hospital and a pharmacy in his: form

Greiz, where he is now an honorary C|t|zen In 1965 he- began studylng mec
2 ' ; Ly
In 1968, Gunther von Hagens demonstrated against the violent suppre_ssm_ of
Prague. Spring and attempted' to escape to the West. As a result, he was impri
ned by the East German regime. He was later released in 1970 as a ‘political prise
through a ransom payment made by the Federal Republic of Germany. Afﬁ»
lease, he continued his studies and completed his dissertation in Heidelber ' :
In 1977, he began working with the ‘impregnation of anatomical specimens «in Hel.del"

berg, which led to his first experiments with. plastlnatlon In 1993, he founded'the Instltute

for Plastination,’ whlch eventually gave rise to the ,,BODY WORLDS" exhlbltlons in 1996. ._""-




Dr. Angellna Whalley § '\

Angelma WhaIIey, born in 1960 in Hanover, is a German physmlan specia
gy. Since 1997, she has been the dlrectcrr of the Instltute for Plastmatlon ir

of Heldelberg, where she earned her doctorate in physiology in 1986. In the

', shé was licensed as a. phys|C|an For three years, she worked as a scientific assistant
Plastination Laboratory of theAnatomical Instltute, and for two years, she was ¢ ployec
. the Pathological Institute of the University of Heldelberg In collaboration with Gunther\
Hagens, she co-authored the work ,,Schnlttanatomle des menschllchen‘Gehlrns" (Sectic
Anatomy of the Human Brain). Since 1993, she has been the head of BIODUR—Produkte
company that produces plasti¢ materials and accessories for plastmatlon \
As a-curator, she developed the concept of the ,,BODY WORLDS" exhibitions. She
married to Gunther, von Hagens since 1992. After his Parkinson’s disease diag _
handed over the future development of his ventures to his wife and his son Rurik from'.a .-
_previous marrlage in 201 0. :



The documentary comprehenswely showcases the product|on of the '- tin
hing: that visitors of the ,BODY WORLDS" exhibitions do not get to see. Part
_ pressive is the enthusiasm of body donor Heidi from Cologne. She is fascinatec
* that after her passirig, her body undergoes a kind-of resurrection in the for
nate. Curator Dr. Angellna WhaUey and her husband, Gunther, vividly explair
of the exhibitions and the plastmates on the visitors."Gunther talks : I
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http://vhmeta1.filmab.info
http://bodyworlds.filmab.info
http://heidi2.filmab.info
http://vhtraumenglisch.filmab.info
http://vhenglisch.filmab.info
http://whalley2.filmab.info
http://whalley2.filmab.info
http://vhenglisch.filmab.info
http://vhtraumenglisch.filmab.info
http://heidi2.filmab.info
http://bodyworlds.filmab.info
http://vhmeta1.filmab.info
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Productlon of the Documentary

The documentary also comprehenswely showcases the productlon of the plastu:lates; wh '
_created through an.elaborate process. Some of the i images may not be easy to bear,

exhibitions. We spent days fllmlnqat the ,,PLASTINARIUM" in Guben and VISIt‘e Vanous"

tions, including those in Zurich, Aachen Stuttgart, and R-avensburg ' - R >
LY - *

depth and unique authent|CIty remain undiminished. Durlng the filming, Gunther von
was seen overseeing the work, sometimes getting involved himself, and mstructlng
the intricate tasks. The production involved six cameramen.
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http://vhmeta.filmab.info
http://vhtrailer.filmab.info
http://heidi.filmab.info
http://vhzub.filmab.info
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