


Ewa’s life is seemingly monotonous, but
the accompanying soundtrack makes for real  
cacophony. In the foreground, there are calls 
from a nagging mother,  or tirades by nursing 
lecturers made in a robotic tone.	
Exposed to a mixture of good advice, prohi- 
bitions and conservative nonsense, Ewa’s mind 
begins to play tricks on her.	
„Growing” is a commentary on the limitation 
of the right to abortion and the related situ-
ation of Polish women, which the film discus-
ses in a very adequate horror convention.	

In his film, “Hospital Britannia”, Lindsay Ander- 

son (1982) makes a hospital an allegory  for 

a much bigger structure: a country.	

For Anderson, the ill-functioning healthcare 

system  reflects Great Britain with its heavily 

stratified class society and social clashes.

Anderson’s movie evokes absurd and horror as 

the title-hospital, gradually disconnected from 

the external world, is being overtaken by a mad 

scientist who uses it for experimenting on 

the living bodies.	

Like the hospital in Anderson’s film, in 

„Growing”  a medical simulation centre stands 

for an allegory. The film was  filmed in PRESAGE 

Center for Medical Simulations in Lille, France 

- one of the many existing, contemporary me-

dical education units where students practice 

their skills in a simulated environment.	  

Medical simulations involve role-play, humano-

id mannequins and semi-automated props that 

perform the human body’s physical reactions.

With its automatic bodies and carnal props, 

Simulation Centers  represent a bizarre, yet 

applied model of reality where the human 

body is reduced to its biological potential 

– such as the ability of the female body to give 

birth. The short film adapts elements of a body 

-horror genre in order to address the recent 

abolition of rights to abortion for women in 

Poland. The film approaches the consequences 

of living in a bio-political regime from a subjec-

tive perspective of its protagonist: an introvert 

young woman whose reception of the Kafka-

esque reality grows into confusion between 

the simulated model and experience. 	

Cinema and art in Poland have a long tradition 

as media for a critical look and commentary 

on socio-political reality which violence is often 

illustrated through absurd and a fetishist gaze 

that connects psychosis, sexuality, death and 

historical trauma within a vicious circle of events 

(eg. “Dom Zły”, 2009, dir. Wojciech Smarzowski; 

“Szamanka”, 1997, scr. Manuela Gretkowska, 

dir. Andrzej Żuławski, artworks by Artur Żmijewski, 

Zbigniew Libera, Tadeusz Kantor; etc.).	  

„Growing” employs elements of genre film in 

order to comment on an actual reality in which 

the proximity to fiction becomes disturbingly 

close.	GR
OW
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“Cold Room” [Changing Times: Art Facing the New World” - publ. THE EYES 2021 ] text by Estelle Benazet
more information : LINK

https://theeyes.eu/en/livres/changing-times-art-facing-a-new-world/?fbclid=IwAR1D-1Lbvcxht7bo_
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Publico : text by Ana Marques Maia
Version online : LINK

https://publico.pt/s/i0wBAA




UMBIGO : text by Maria Eduarda Wendhausen
Version online : LINK

https://umbigomagazine.com/en/blog/2023/04/19/o-corpo-que-habita-em-mim/?fbclid=PAAaavRcu9cDE4J1zJQhRebMqyyeh76CQvgCyJmIjJkOfnXDKTyCJBaeTrnwA


FORMAT COURT : text by Laure Dion
version online : LINK

http://www.formatcourt.com/2022/10/retour-sur-court-metrange-2022/

