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DIG IT IS A LESTAR FILM PRODUCTION. THE FILM WAS FUNDED IN THE CONTEXT OF “DE KORTE VERBEELDING”, WITH SUPPORT FROM 
THE NEDERLANDS FILMFONDS AND MONDRIAAN FONDS.

A  F I L M  B Y 

G A B R I E L  L E S T E R
    



L O G L I N E  

S Y N O P S I S

The endless reincarnation of a melody, its dream, its composer, his muse and all the cats in the world.

Baroness Pannonica de Koenigswarter-Rothschild (1913-1988) had a life that defies imagination. Her father was a British member 
of an international Jewish banking dynasty, an avid entomologist who named his daughter Pannonica after a species of butterfly. 
Nica obtained her pilot’s license when she was still young. She joined the Free French Resistance during WWII. On the so-called North 
African Field Trips, she served as a courier for the Allied and was a coroner on the many battlefields. After the war, Nica moved to 
New York to follow her greatest passion: jazz music. Surrounded by more than a hundred cats and surrounded by just as many Hep 
Cats, Nica has been called the Jazz Baroness. She is the muse and patron of a whole generation of jazz greats. Night after night 
she drives from club to club in her Bentley. The night Charlie “Bird” Parker died in her hotel room and its aftermath is one of Nica’s 
most traumatic experiences. Thelonious Monk, along with his wife Nelie and two children, lives in Nica’s house for twenty years. 
Their close friendship is exceptionally strong and much discussed. Thelonious Monk’s Pannonica, Horace Silver’s Nica’s Dream, Gigi 
Gryces’ Nica’s Tempo, Sonny Clark’s My Dream Of Nica, and others are among the two dozen pieces dedicated to Nica. One of 
Nica’s favorite projects was to ask each of the (jazz) musicians she met what their wishes were. They received three wishes from 
her. One of the main inspirations and motivations for developing this video was a compilation of over 300 wishes released in 2008.
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In “Dig It”, a tribute to the friendship between Jazz patron Baroness Pannonica “Nica” de Koenigswarter-Rothschild and composer 
and pianist Thelonious Sphere, we experience Monks final dream, as Nica watches over him. Reminiscing the many adventures they 
experienced together, Nica introduces the life they lived, the cats they cared for and all the wishes she collected from the Hep Cats 
(nickname for Jazz musicians) that came to play and relax in her home. 

B A C K S T O R Y
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S t i l l  f r o m  s c e n e :  C h a s i n g  M i l e s 
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DIG IT  IS  A LESTAR FILM PRODUCTION. THE FILM WAS FUNDED IN THE CONTEXT OF 
“DE KORTE VERBEELDING”, WITH SUPPORT FROM THE NEDERLANDS FILMFONDS 

AND MONDRIAAN FONDS.

G E N E R A L  I N F O R M A T I O N

S t i l l  f r o m  s c e n e :  L o o k i n g  a t  t h e  H u n d s o n  r i v e r
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“Where were did you go? ... sleepless for days on end, standing at the Weehawken window. I imagine you directing the clouds, 

speaking with the birds and bees, or swimming across the Hudson River with slow butterfly strokes. Riding the waves, turning them into 

meandering, convoluted melodies. In those ensuing waking hours, I would picture you like Sisyphus, against all odds, pushing on, rolling 

a rock to the top of a hill, and then watching it roll down, whistling your Pannonica tune, as you languidly descend back to the foot 

of the hill”. 

S t i l l  f r o m  s c e n e :  M o n k  d a n c i n g  o n  s t a g e
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G a b r i e l  L e s t e r

D I R E C T O R ´ S  B I O G R A P H Y

G a b r i e l  L e s t e r  w a s  b o r n  i n  A m s t e r d a m  ( 1 9 7 2 ) .  H e  h a s 
l i v e d  i n  B r u s s e l s ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  S h a n g h a i  a n d  S t o c k h o l m 
a n d  c u r r e n t l y  l i v e s  a n d  w o r k s  i n  A m s t e r d a m .  H i s 
a r t w o r k s  c o n s i s t  o f  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  p e r f o r m a n c e s 
a n d  f i l m s .  O t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e  c o m m i s s i o n e d 
a r t w o r k s  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  s p a c e  a n d  t e a c h i n g  a t  t h e 
f i n e  a r t s  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  S a n d b e r g  i n s t i t u t e ,  t h e 
m a s t e r  c o u r s e  a t  t h e  A m s t e r d a m  R i e t v e l d  a c a d e m y .

L e s t e r ’ s  a r t w o r k ,  f i l m s  a n d  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  o r i g i n a t e 
f r o m  a  d e s i r e  t o  t e l l  s t o r i e s  a n d  c o n s t r u c t 
e n v i r o n m e n t s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  o r 
p r o p o s e  t h e i r  o w n  n a r r a t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . 
I n  e a r l y  y e a r s  t h i s  l e d  t o  w r i t i n g  p r o s e  a n d 
c o m p o s i n g  e l e c t r o n i c  m u s i c .  L a t e r ,  a f t e r  s t u d y i n g 
e x p e r i m e n t a l  c i n e m a  a t  t h e  S t .  L u c a s  a c a d e m y 
i n  B r u s s e l s ,  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  f i n e  a r t s  a t  t h e 
R i j k s a k a d e m i e  i n  A m s t e r d a m ,  h i s  a r t w o r k s  b e c a m e 
w h a t  c o u l d  b e  t y p i f i e d  a s  c i n e m a t o g r a p h i c , 
w i t h o u t  n e c e s s a r i l y  e m p l o y i n g  f i l m  o r  v i d e o .  L i k e 
c i n e m a ,  L e s t e r ’ s  p r a c t i c e  h a s  c o m e  t o  e m b r a c e 
a l l  i m a g i n a b l e  m e d i a  a n d  o c c u p y  b o t h  t i m e  a n d 
s p a c e .  T h e  a r t w o r k s  p r o p o s e  a  t e n s i o n  s p a n  a n d 
a r e  e i t h e r  i m p l i c i t l y  n a r r a t i v e ,  e x p l i c i t l y  v i s u a l 
o r  b o t h  a t  o n c e .  T h e s e  a r t w o r k s  s e l d o m  c o n v e y 
a n y  e x p l i c i t  m e s s a g e  o r  s i n g u l a r  i d e a ,  b u t  r a t h e r 
p r o p o s e  w a y s  t o  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  w o r l d ,  h o w  i t  i s 
p r e s e n t e d  a n d  w h a t  m e c h a n i s m s  a n d  c o m p o n e n t s 
c o n s t i t u t e  o u r  p e r c e p t i o n  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i t .
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