


What
s El Beat?



El Beat (film)

The film was born as a documentary, evolving
through the narrations of Its protagonists and
ended up being a hybrid film (documentary +
fiction + interactive). It narrates the escape of
Benkos Bioho, the emancipated African leader,
and his struggle to liberate his people from
slavery. In parallel, the story of his descendants,
the people of Palenque and the maestro Rafael
Cassiani is told through their own language and
music. It is a story of rebellion and resistance

brought to the present day.

El Beat VR

El Beat VR is a journey from the coast of Senegal
to the territory of Palenque, following the route
of enslaved African men during the colony. It's a
6DoF immersive experience featuring natural
Palenquero actors staged in a symbolic and
dreamlike universe combining pointclouds, 3D
models and Tiltbrush sculpting. EI Beat VR
explores the beginning of the African diaspora in
Latin America.

The physical mise-en-scéne of the project is an

yd
interactive installation featuring an augmented
traditional musical instrument that interacts
with scene lights and triggers field-recordings

and musical sounds of the town of Palenque.






About
the
project



Finally, the documentary experience meets fiction
through an interactive narration, and this is how this
cycle finds its closure. We wanted to create a story
that ould allow us to have fun, but it ended up being
much more than that. This project was created
thanks to the Colombian Cinematographic Fund,
Mincultura Colombia, CreaDigital, IDARTES,
NewMedia (Proimagenes and Canada Media Fund),
Sundance Institute and the Nexon Museum. El Beat
VR World Premiere took place at SXSW, while the Film
filmm was screened for the first time at the Cartagena
International Film Festival. The full project was
exhibited for the first time in the Cinematheque of
Bogota.
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