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‘fizlm'maker Amit Kaur is set to release her short film CUPPA CHAI, starring Raya

upta (Royal Exchange Theatre), Meera Ganatra (Blinded By the Lights), Bhawna Bhawsar,
mar Khan and Ruchika Jain.

After the death of her Nani Ji, eighteen-year-old Mira arrives back in her hometown and is
confronted by the fact that she knows very little about the woman who passed away. She

must learn more about her grandmother's life the only way she knows how, through the
perfect cup of tea and halwa.




Produced by Radha Bhandari for Alta Ambit Productions
and Kelly Wong for Dyzygo Films. CUPPA CHAI is
supported by BFI NETWORK & Film Hub South East, under
Executive Producer Thomas Wightman. Ameenah Ayub
Allen (Rocks, Ali & Ava) also Executive Produced. Shooting
took place in Leicester, UK.

KEY CREDITS
Cast: Raya Dasgupta, Meera Ganatra, Bhawna Bhawsar,
Omar Khan, Ruchika Jain.

Director: Amit Kaur

Director of Photography: Beatriz Delgado Mena
Producers: Radha Bhandari, Kelly Wong
Casting: Lane Casting

Production Designer: Ciara O'Rourke

Costume: Rhona Ezuma

Hair & Make-up: Marlena Stencel

Editor: Tanupriya Sharma

Sound Designer: Annu Poojari

Original Music: Hollie Buhagiar
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DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

" \‘ % Cuppa Chai is an ode to our forefathers who left their homelands for a better future for
.~ their children.

I game across Radha’s beautiful script in a virtual meet up during lockdown. We instantly
onnected over our shared cultural experiences and a desire to write fresh narrative

3y to make a cup of tea. Simply the way she prepares a cuppa reveals how her
‘and individuality is intertwined with that of her grandparent’s homeland.

ira's experience. We observe and follow Mira in long takes and wide
y move closer as she starts coming into her elements. The film picks up
ts identifying with the world around her. The scenes have been
s cusing on Mira's (Raya Dasgupta) body language and eyes which work
g tio convey th otions without dialogue.

|

—— N V@-e found a location that was a balance of both worlds we needed. Our Production
]”: EE _ Designer, Ciara O'Rourke, brought the various story elements to life with meticulous

TN+ - . . A

! JE-.LL[[" %-‘;ﬁ‘__._=detalls. Equally careful attention was paid to the costumes where we peeled the layers of

intergenerational experiences through Mira's layering of the costumes (Rhona Ezuma).

The interplay of voices and sound transcend time and space. They are an equally
important character in the film. Motifs of water and wind have been used to compliment
the magical realism world. Cuppa Chai was handcrafted at both the edit and the sound
stage.

While the film was shot against extremely challenging circumstances, the crew and cast
has put their heart and soul into creating this. | hope this film resonates with you and
inspires you to rewrite your own familial narratives.
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CREDITS LIST

BFI NETWORK presents

An Alta Ambit and Dyzygo Production

MIRA
SONIA

MRS GUPTA
LALITA
SUNIL

Directed by
Written by

Produced by
Produced by

For BFI NETWORK:
Executive Producer
Project Coordinator

Executive Producer

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY
EDITOR

SOUND DESIGNER AND MIXER
COMPOSER

Raya Dasgupta
Ruchika Jain
Meera Ganatra
Bhawna Bhawsar
Omar Khan

Amit Kaur

Radha Bhandari

Kelly Wong
Radha Bhandari

Thomas Wightman
Jo Strachan

Ameenah Ayub Allen

Beatriz Delgado Mena
Tanupriya Sharma
Annu Poojari

Hollie Buhagiar

GAFFER
SOUND RECORDIST
1st AD

PRODUCTION DESIGNER
COSTUME DESIGNER
HAIR & MAKE-UP ARTIST

Lane Casting
Lane Casting

1st AC/DIT

2nd AC

SPARK

STILLS PHOTOGRAPHY

Production Manager (Dailies)

Production Assistant
RUNNER
1st AIDER

VEX ARTIST
COLOURIST
GRAPHIC DESIGNER

POST PRODUCTION ASSISTANT

STORYBOARD ARTIST

Peter Banks
Dafydd Mann
Rebecca Kibble

Ciara O'Rourke
Rhona Ezuma
Marlena Stencel

Priyanka Patel
Hannah Ashby Ward

Joanna Cuper
Joe Nichols
Charlie Harris
Lara Dunn

Daljinder Johal
Shriya Pancholi
Ciaran Shea
Manju Tahim

Sandeep Gupta
Chris Shaw

Sankalpa Raychaudhury

Meenakshi Verma
Dhruv Vyas
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PRODUCTIONS

For further information, please contact: Radha Bhandari /
radha@altaambit.com / +447565522474

| PHOTOGRAPHY CREDITS|
Unit Stills & BTS Photos - Credit: LARA DUNN, 2022.



