A VIDEOfeet production in association with CROWBLACK FILM
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While 2xploring an abandonzd building, two friznds discovear a racording
of a wornan who clairns to b2 the last citizen of a lost Utopia.
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When filrning a series of artist filrns in abandoned places in France, Matt
nad the sirange ssperiznce of finding a cassesite tape which had a
racorcing of the rman who nad livad in the bui i
UNESCO. It was introducad in English so the sudden feeling of dirzct

intr
convarsation witn tha c
.
fra
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aczasad owner of the crumbling ouilding ne was
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in was bizarre and franlly unsettling. I: cdefinitzly sparled sornathing,
sorne sort o'F ting point for a filrn. Matt put it to the bacl of his hzad
until 3'i:umbling on New Atlantis oy Cir Francis Bac nis
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Matt loved the idea of these two friznds =xploring this crurnbling,
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Exploring old & .nldmgs was sornetning ne did as a teen: ger, ancl Was
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uildmgs urcerI/ arrifying, and would rarzly gzt rnuch 'Fur‘:'ner ":'nan the
irst doorway. rlz admirad "re acdventurous spirit of his friznds who
would explore these buildings for hours, and can r=~rn=~rnbe r irnagining
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riy-loving 18-yzar-old, who hates
autnority. y'ne 35 I—'ff‘eI/ in :'"lJ-—'fl" th 'feels out of place in a world she consider
. .

5 to be
) - - r- - —— - - - . ) - - . ) - - - - ) ‘ - ' r 0‘ -
innerantly unfair and set against her and the pzople in her position. A lot of her friznds
are rmoving away but she can't afford to, and lilke Chris has nowheare to go.
LilidlS
Mixzd Heritage/Blacl, British frorm a worling-class bac! J round. Lives on the same straet
as Jess and is in the sarne year at school. Pari:y loving and rnischizvous. Cornplately
. f’ .0“’ ) |‘ - ) - '—.‘-“‘ _l']i.‘_l' - ). - “
disenfranchiszd by the world around hirn and thinls ||::l=- of his future or how his actions
rnay affect it i-le's lercely pro it she is a sister and will follow her



As0UT YIDEOFEET

VIDEOfzat are husband and wife tearn Rhian and Matt Senith who met at Dartington
Collzga of Aris (Ul) in the =a rly 20005 on gradua’rmg thay bagan to create
axperimeantal low-budget shoris on Mini-DY often olending a darle sense of

with sociztal observations. /—\'Fter succassful runs at international Filen Festivals

ouncil -nJLmd funding for saveral R&D
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With showeases at RICH M4, TRESTLE ARTS BAS
ing collaboration with OBRA Theai
worle entitled E4_SITU resuliing in 10 moving irna
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gz pizces alongside exhivition and
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ieritage rasponses screened in France at Cing 2, Centre d'Art =t Photographiz

s worls were

VIDEOfzat's approach to filrnmaling is rootad in collaboration, using small t2arns and
taking full creative responsivility for production and costurne design, sound design,

\‘

ris practice thay
arsity, couplad with financial restraints frorn corning from low-incorme
b:l lgyr o.md: with no access to traditional funding methods.

scorz, and practical affects. This approach was born out of thz 2
ive in

This unicjue worling siyle has allowed them to create a safz and inclusive space on st
whilz :—.-nsuring craative intagrity and environrmentally sustainaole productions. Over tha
last 15 nonzd their approach to filmmaling outside of traditional

.

now sets operate, znabling thern to discover naw ways of
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Chris: Banjarnin Aluwinare
Alicz Barnnharn: Alana Rarnsay
Williarn Rawlzay: Oliviero Papi

Ravars:

Ose rlayble

Lily Hughes

Mariona rlornze-Batat
Joz Martin

’{ose O

itez Paironzla-Elisa
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Fallulan Rogowsli-Lane
Boo Wrig'rr‘r
Munezrah Yate

Writtzn and Diractad by Ma ith
Producad oy Rhian Srnith

ror BFI NETWORIC

Exzcutive Producer: Thornas Wightrnan
Project Coordinator: Niarnh Coogan
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Carnera Or)er tor .md
Aezrial Cinzratographzr: Jooy Newson
Gaffar: Matt Baxter
Production Dasign: Rhian Srnith
Procduction Assistant: Jarnes Christian
Post Production: YIDEOfaet
Visual Effecis Supervisor: Richard Read
Original Score: Alzx Flyland, Matt Senith
ane 1zir Vine

Sound Design: Nicle Davies and Matt Srnith
Duooing Mixer: Niclk Davies



CAST BIOGRAPHIES

Katie Smale (Jess)

Katie graduated from RADA in 2019 and then went on to be in Kenneth Branagh's
“Death on the Nile”. She recently played the lead “Samantha” in the one woman show

“Army Girl” and “Leah” in the short film “Exposed” which was officially selected for the
LA Student Film festival 2020.

Other short film credits include “Squirrel” and “Mirror Mirror”. Alongside acting, Katie
writes lyrics and session sings for production music companies. She writes regularly and
edits both scripts and lyrics. Katie is the captain of the football team Sutton United
Reserves. Katie is very excited to be making her BFI debut with NEW ATLANTIS.

Benjamin Aluwihare (Chris)

Benjamin graduated from Drama Centre London in 2019. His theatre credits include:
Frantic Assembly’s Fatherland (Lyric Hammersmith), The Tempest and A Midsummer
Night's Dream (Guildford Shakespeare Company), Flinch (Pleasance London) and
Afterglow (Waterloo East Theatre). His short film credits include: We Came Here to
Dance (Nowness) and 3 Women (Tom Shkolnik).

He is thrilled to be making his BFI debut in Matt Smith’s NEW ATLANTIS. Beyond
acting, Benjamin is a writer and DJ. He hosts a monthly radio show on Hackney’s Netil
Radio under the name benjaluwi.
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Alanz fz2unszy (Allcs Sar002100)

Alana trainzd at RADA. Theaire cradits include: A Christrnas Carol (The Bridge),

£r)

rmportance of Baing Earnast (The Vaudeville Fn—urrﬂ),

Macozin (National T neatrz), The
foung Marx (The Bridge Theaire), The Glass Menageriz  (Dule of forl London), 2
Bright Roorn Callzd Day (Southwarle Playhouse) for which she was norninatad for 2 E)es’t

Acirass Off-Wesi-End-Stage Award; Unezarthad (Ul Tour).

Telzvision cradits include: House of The Dragon (FIBO), The Crown (NETFLLY/FBO),

Blitz (BBC onz), Bullztoroof (S5i7Y), Doctors (BBC ongz), Sillt and Doc Martin (ITV) Filrn

craclits inclucle: Batweean the Lights, Common Pzople and Belle (20th Ceantury Fox).

Radio cradits include: The Machine Stops, Starship Titanic, Body Tourists, Wea're
10

r)

Baclking Britain, Nurnozr 10, Two Minutes rl,nce, I"re Ijs'teriow De tn of Jana Austin,

sany Burn (all for BEC Radio)

U'l

The Russian Garnoler, Bast _), rlzading to Paraclise, Burn
and Shzlterad (Audible).

Olivisry Pupl (/11T i212y)

Olivizro is an ltalian born, Australian artist, parformar and padagog. Fe trainad at the

Victorian Collzgz of 'ne Aris in Mezloournz, Ausiralia and worled orofessionally in
theatre for a nurnoer of years, notaoly with Bzl Shalespeare (“omrur/ r.l the Sydnay
Theatre Cornpany, untl he transferred to Europe in 2004, Oliviero is a co-founder of
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OBRA and the Au Brana cznire in France., With OBRA Oliviero i
artistic projects, a drarnaturgy, performer, worlsnop leader and teacher. Fle manages the
ili nire and hosts artists in resicdznce,

Olivizro nas worlkead with rnany different cornpanias in Europe, most notably Awale
Projects (SW), Fec opzrsona (IT) and Teatr Pizsn Cozla (PL). Oliviero raqularly
collanorates with the filrnrnalers at VIDEOfaet (UK) and is part of the artistic tearn of Ex-
Situ Collective, a collaboration obatwazn OBRA and VIDEOfeet,
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JUlz1dd Sandih

Matt Senith is a writer/dirzctor originally
frorn Watford, Ul Fla starizd rmaling
axperirnzntal short filns during his tirnea
at Dartington College of Arts, which
snowed in cornpetition at many _)/-\F"I'/-
recogniszd  festivals. He then spent
yzars working as a prormo filrmrnaler,
icdeo designer and artist-filenrnaleer. Flis

<

artist filrns have oe2en shown around the
world with  support  frorm tha Arts
Council of England, The Aris Council of
Wales and _)ur Occitaniz - Ministara de

worle often a2xplores unsetiling realities
and irnaginad histories, olurring the line
oztweaen what is real and what is

£20Tz00 Saa1did
Rnian is an 2rmerging narrative producer
and worlss closaly with writer/diractor
Matt Senith, with whorn she co-founded
ricro-stuclio /  production cornpany
VIDEOT=2 After  producing  saveral
cigital rner.lla projecis supporizd oy Arts
Council England e,ﬁplormg the use o
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filen and live parformance she produce
the Ui tour of the official adaptation of
Ted FHughes Gaudste  with OBRA
i (FR) then co-
- r e e N )
orocuczd a series of ariist filrns in the
Gers region of France. rni= n 'nas :1]3

neatra Comr)an/ since ZOO‘) and in

partnership  with  Matt  currantly
cdaveloping their first feature.
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Joby is a filrnmaler, dronz pilot
and carnzra operator from  Mid
Wales who has worled for big
orands, aris projacis and broadeast
poroductions across ine globe.
Working  across  a  rangs  of
industrizs, Joby has  creatad
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cdlocurnantary series Drzarn

Chasers: Garuda Selact on MolaTV,
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anc was a carnara opearator for the
F/A saries Welcorna to Wraxharn.
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T ne lay to NEW ATI ’\N IS and pronably the ley to the success of ihe filrm was the
I

/T

ocations in the South E=3": it

r|.ur"I/ oecarne cle=r that the access costs were hugely prohivitive and so the search

was wicdenad in order to find an alternativa.

Rhian and Matt both have connections with Dartington rlall Estaie as gracduates from
Dartington College of \ 5 and as such nagotiatad the use of an old school building on
1 11 t since the 1980s. Onee this location was szcurad they

r.

startad to lool 'for ":'ne axterior I ation. After corning across sorme vidzos on fouTube
they contacizad Fastglobe LTD, ":'ne cornpany f‘urrnn‘rlj rmanaging the deralict rmill

asa and
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site was only a mile away from the production
n szcuring the location for the exterior shots.

Under The Watier Madia providad the tanl studio and the shoot was aidad graatly oy
Sirnon and his t2arn, allowing them to capturs ‘s esserr‘ci=l aspact of the znding to

great effect, with all studio worl shot at Trastle Arts Base in St Albans.

DUCTION DE3SIGN

oy Matt and Rhian Srnith

The production dasign of the filrn was ovarsean and creatad
:Jlong with the help of the Production Assistant and long-term collaborator Jarmes

Matt craaiad the saven artworls featurad in the filmn, inspired by and using elements of
19th-century Franch artist Gustave Dord which were then giclée printad and hand

.

‘L

1-cer
gildad before being frame

Matt also designad the NEW ATLANTIS logo which features on many of the paripheral

Is of the szt drassing.



PRODUCTIONIDESIGN continued

@ncelcreatedithelo go WasithieniaddedtortieVarniousidocumentsicreated orthesilmehis
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SOUND

Matt (who has always sound-designed and co-scorad VIDEOf2et's films) collaboratad
with souncl Jes igner Aleu /Lmd and cornposer ider Vina, Matt and Alzs have worlead
closely togather since University producing sound worlds and scores for various filmns

vl
and it was irmportant ":'n= t this relationship continuaed.

“eir has collagoraiad  with

VIDEGfzat on szveral projecis
J

=

ancl orougnt his lknowlzdge o
rusic 0 good rnzasure in
oroducing the rnorz rnusical

slerznts in the filrn, such as
the party rnusic  at the

ozginning and how that could

o

2 present in sorma way in the
rn:urrwrbm 9 soundscags  at
ine end of the filrn.

The process nzavily involvad
irnznting with racorcling
on 'L:jpe rfivoon  and then
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onysically rmanipulaiing it.

Matt, Alzs and 1eir spent tirne
e -
of ouilcling

rnaterials, ruoving ricke and

rnaling racordings ¢

conerste togetner, Lar ge wet



fur recont Shori Filals

Thea British Short Filrn Awards (2021)
Finalist: Bast Florror
Finalist: Bast Suppo i“ng '\r*i"
Norninze: Bast Britisn Direc
Norninze: Bast Sound Deasign

=

Norninze: Bast
Or I"r 12 Pulse Filrn Festival, Cinzmagic (2022)
Cornwall Filrn Festive

Winnear: Bast |\

| (2022)
Winner: Bast Cinarnatograpny

ALTER & DUST (2023)
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Prarizrad on B8BC 2 Cyrnru on Thursday Sth August 2021
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VFISTOIRE PEUT MOURIR SUR UP
BALCON A FLEURS

London Short Filen Fastival (2019)


https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000yn2x
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FPAUTO: JCATIE Sl LE

RUNTIME: 14.57 minutes
FORMAT: Digital

AGE RATING 12a/PG13
Aspeact Ratio: 1:6411

Language: English
Audio Format: 5.1
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www.e;{srtucollective.org
Instagrarn: @YIDEOfaat

Twitter: @YIDEOf2et
Facenool: @V/IDEOfeat
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http://bit.ly/400tsbw
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