Autumn Leaves Description
The song Autumn Leaves, is the classic sentimental romantic ballad reflecting the loss of a loved one. This animated version plays tongue- in- cheek against this interpretation. At first the woman, gazing wistfully at the still foliated trees,  clearly misses her husband. But with the introduction of the rake, the sentimentality takes an ironic twist. The hapless widow now has the daunting chore of removing the accumulation on her property. So, we are left wondering, what is it that she misses “most of all” about him? 
In another interpretation, the leaves are a metaphor for the overwhelming and precipitous difficulty of dealing with loss and change. In the end, her son arrives at her door with a leaf rake. Again, the dichotomy. Is she thrilled at his arrival because of the help? Or is it the relief from loneliness? 
As a final note from the filmmaker: Autumn has always held a profound meaning for me . Leaves die in a blaze of glory, naked branches appear dead, but each spring they produce the green buds of the next generation. The leaves, as we do, die in our season, but the tree of life endures. 
