WHITE MIRROR
A Film About Looking Inward
By Taj Kokayi




LOGLINE |

A young Black man stumbles upon a
mystical mirror that transforms him to
look like a white man.




YNOPSIS |

After stumbling upon a mystical mirror that
transforms him to look like a white man, a young
Black man must decide If he would rather spend his
life Free of the struggles that come with his dark
skin, or remain true to himself and his identity.
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Everyone has dreams of success. They say if you work
hard, your work will pay off. Jamal has tried to live by
that mentality, but there’s one problem. l-

Every job he goes to, he Feels as though he is being
kept down by his race. He is constantly overlooked for
promotions he knows he deserves.
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So when presented with the opportunity to eliminate
the anchor of his race, Jamal is faced with the
question:

Would you sacrifice your true self if it meant you
could have everything you've ever wanted?




JAMES

James Is the white man that Jamal
appears as. He is Jamal’s

He represents what Jamal’s life
could be like. The safety, opportunity,

and privilege he could have If he completely shed
his Black skin.

So James Is a symbol of Jamal’s internal conflict.

His life may be easier as James, but




JAZZLYN |

Jazzlyn is Jamal's younger sister and his closest
friend. Jazz represents Family, their community,
and the struggle that Jamal faces as a Black
person in America. She repersents everything
Jamal would be giving up iIf he became James.
And she is the who tries to
get him to remain his true self.




- Shots of characters through
mirrors and reflections

- Lighting for both the
physical character

and their reflection =
- Framing centered around
sources of reflections =

- Symmetry through blocking
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- Intimate close-ups to ¥
emphasize inner conflict

- Focus on the struggle behind

the eyes o
- Shots that allow the eyesto
speak and the tension to be felt -
- Use of 50 and 85mm lenses,

and black pro mist filter to

create dream-like image



MIRRORS |

Mirrors and reflections will be a key form
of imagery. They will allow us to see both
James and Jamal in the same scene. The
mirrors will also symbolize

As the story goes ™ -
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along, our protagonist will strugglewith *. - - _ - = = -
his identity, and we will seeifheismore | = "= =8~ — ==

Jamal or more James.






INSPIRATIONS

My Film is a ‘"Twilight Zone’-style story. The characters exist
In an otherwise nomral world,

U

The Film will visualize seeing someone you don’t recognize

In the mirror, like the films and the new

adaptation of 'Candyman’.

And it will navigate political topics in a similiar manner to
or ‘Lovecraft Country'.
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The Film also takes inspiration from a ‘Lovecraft Country’
storyline where Ruby Baptiste, a Black woman, is

as
she attempts to get a job in the 1950's.




THEMES

Covert racism Micro-aggressions
ldentity crisis Selfreflection
How society informs race and
How race informs society
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Py DR J,Bﬁthq-_w_.ay, I would have voted for Obama for a
R G e third term if | could.

___________




Without missing a beat, the reflection does the same.
He mirrors Jamal's every move. Jamal raises his arm,
turns his head, everything's a perfect reflection.

In this film, we see Jamal through mirrorrs and

reflections, and we see

SCRIPT TO

Under the sink, he sees a rusty old switch. Above it reads:
"KAREEM WAS HERE", but "KAREEM" is ex-ed out with "KARL" above it.

He sees beneath it are the words "SO WAS SHANAE" with "SHANAE"
crossed out and "SHANNON" above it. More names surround it....

The switch is the device that brings someone’s into the
real world. Beside it are the names of people who have used it, with their
new names above it, symbolizing

Will Jamal make the same choice?




TARGET AUDIENCE

This Film is partially targeted to white audiences who do not understand how
It Isn’t always something as overt as police brutality.
~Sometimes racism comes in the Form of your boss making subtle comments.
And it is intended to show how deeply white conformity is layered into
wrporate America, and how that can affect someone’s identity.

But most importantly, this Film is for black audiences who have Felt anchored
by their race. It’s meant to show black audiences how they should take pride in

their Blackness. They don’t have to feel the need to become someone else just
to succeed.



WRITER/DIREC

Taj Kokayi is an artist-activist, who studied Film at George
Mason University. He's received the Black Artist of the Year
Award From GMU For his commitment to the advancement
of diversity and representation. He creates stories exploring

themes of that work outside the
confines of traditional filmmaking.

His previous film, Woken From A Dream, was selected to 15

fFestivals (including best of film'at mason) and wonawards
including
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As a!Black:;lerson l:here areﬁany challenge;a ) face and e’ven’}'nore that I'll face
gs

l:hroughoul: my life. Big thingsithatjpeople know are wrong but accepl: as cull:uralQnons L
And small things thati WAL white &rlends donit‘notlce or understand and | have to'keeplto™ e
myselF. Parl:lcularly as’a creative, working asja Black person in a white domlnal:ed 3 kL
industry is frugl:r.a'flrﬁ‘nd challenging. There afe days where | know that’ \‘/ lif‘\‘and w7 =5
career would bejeasieryi \were a white man ms#:ead of a Black one. Days'llknow that
matter how hard I work or’ how much | exhausl: myself becoming bel:l:er\l:han)everyone -
lifting a flnger And despite all of that, "1 am who! |
am. My experience defines me! My culture molds me. And my peopl‘e‘fmbrace m? Ifamia
Black man and | would never gl‘ve that up. This film is about aman who, l:hrough\a‘bumpy

and emotionally taxing road, c‘émes to that same realization.

t 1

J
b e




o oo es
NN s i

s
\t’dﬁ”‘\"“”’
- B e e
R




|

THANK YOU

Would you sacrifice who vou are to
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