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The Dinner

Scene 1 : We meet Emily. She’s walking home from a long day at work. Looks well-suited. Walking with a tote bag and textbook. 
Back of her head shot as she’s walking.
Reaches her home, opens the door.
She’s making dinner. 
Kitchen light on. 
Places meal in oven. Waits for a while. 
Doesn’t look happy. 
Appears anxious and tired mentally and emotionally. 
Not what every woman in the kitchen looks like. 
She begins shaking, breathing rapidly, her foot begins shaking.
Anxiously waiting for the meal to finish cooking but also for her boyfriend to arrive home because of his abusive behavior.
She continues this. But the oven dings and the meal is ready.
She takes a deep breath and pulls it out. 
At the same time, the front door opens. 
He is here.
She takes a breath. Oh you’re home! Finally. I uh, I made us some dinner.
He takes off his jacket. Oh thanks sweetheart, it smells delicious. Did you have a good day?
She seems relieved. Smiles. Yes I did. How was yours?
He walks over, tries to hold her from behind. Ah it was sweaty, hot, but it felt good. He’s holding her a bit tight, causing some tension and discomfort but she tries to conform.
Scene 2 : they’re eating dinner, sitting across from each other. Distance between the two of them across the long table symbolizes their distance in the relationship. He is cold, distant, not into her now. Feeling of emptiness airing in the room. Emily decides to discuss her work day.
[Emily]
So uh, I’m still trying to get my boss to give me a raise. I get writers block but at least I’m showing her I’m trying right?
[Kevin]
What are you so worried about huh?
(tension)
Just keep going. It’ll come to ya.
He’s barely looking up from his plate.
Still cold and distant.
A pause
[Emily]
Uh yeah sure. I mean everyone’s flipping out about it cause they think I should already be at their level as a writer. But I am trying.
[Kevin]
Get over yourself alright? It’s nothing compared to business. You should see my place. It’s stressful and competitive alright? So cut it out already.

[Emily]
(irritated)
Well, tell me about your work life then. Why don’t you start with me then alright? If you really think it’s that bad then tell me about it. Okay? That’s all I ask. I didn’t want to anger you. I just wanted to tell you about my day. So how about you cut it out?
(A pause)
[Kevin]
Honey I’m sorry. We’ve had a long day. Let’s just take a breath here alright?
[Emily]
Okay. Thank you.
You all finished? I’m pretty full. 
She gets up with her plate.
[Kevin]
Yeah
[Emily]
Okay. 
takes his plate away.
Heads to the sink.
[Kevin]
You think I’m done with that?
(More tension)
But Emily tries to keep the calm.
[Emily]
No I was just coming to bring you some more. Pours more red wine into his glass and brings another plate.
[Kevin]
You got that look. 
(Points at her face)

[Emily]
I don’t have any look.

[Kevin]
(More irritated)
What, what do you want from me huh?
I apologized so many times.
But what do you want from me huh?
[Emily]
calmly
I don’t want anything

He destroys the wine glass and plates.
She jumps a little but gets down to clean it up.
[Kevin]
After all this time you want me to apologize
I give you everything
and still…
She keeps cleaning.

[Emily]
Okay I’m just going to clean this up-
He gets up, pushes her against the wall
YOU’RE GOING TO WALK AWAY FROM ME?!
[Emily]
Kevin stop!

He grabs her by the neck, puts her to the floor, begins choking her. 
[Emily]
Ah Kevin! Stop! 
She keeps screaming, trying to break free.
[Kevin]
I GIVE YOU EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING! What do you want from me baby?!
Starts pulling her hair.
She’s still trying to shake free.
Spots a piece of glass nearby.
Grabs ahold of it and cuts his face with it.
He grunts in pain and falls off her.
Finally breaks free and runs away, terrified.
Grabs her phone, runs out the door, and tries sending everything she recorded to a friend.
We don’t know where she ran off to but her friend finally checks her phone and listens to the recordings, and is shocked. 
Cut to black
“Domestic violence continues to be a global issue and will not stop unless something changes.”

THE END.


