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Logline

“Two runaway slaves risk their lives and love in pursuit of a narrow path to freedom.”

Synopsis

The unsettled consequences of the 1804 Haitian revolution reverberate northward to America,

where the imminent end of the Atlantic Slave Trade is seen as fait accompli to the ruling elite. In

the North, the last states take their first steps toward abolishing chattel slavery; though it will be

generations before it will free the last of their slaves.

For Basammer, a slave on Mr. Jared Corey's Virginia plantation, that sounds close enough to

freedom; and it's but a few days' march away, just across the Mason-Dixon line. He escapes with

his secret wife Marfay, leaving the vainglorious Mr. Corey with none to punish (or profit from)

but those that remain. The journey of Basammer and Marfay tests their love, pitting it against

their morality as they battle both the laws of nature and the laws of man.

Production

“1805” is a 30-minute short film that follows Bassamer and Marfay as they flee bondage in

Virginia in search of the Mason-Dixon line, juxtaposing the moral quandaries they face along the

way against those of their oppressors, and shining a light on the multitude of intersecting and

conflicting moral systems that often occupy the same place and time.



A historical drama, “1805” was shot in eight days over a two-week period stretching from August

10-24, 2020, in-and-around Lancaster, PA. The production was conceived as a 100% outdoor

shoot due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Themes

“1805” aims, in its own small way, to explore the continuum of an oppressive system that

disfigures the morality of the oppressed by pitting them against each other. This is not a film

about a hero beating the odds, this is a film about the odds preventing a hero’s rise in the first

place.

Ultimately, “1805” is a story for the thousands of others like it, forever lost to history.
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Leads

Nathaniel J. Ryan as “Basammer”

Basammer is an enslaved man recently purchased by Mr. Jared Corey. He escapes the Virginia

plantation with his secret wife, Marfay. Principled yet naive, Basammer is deeply devoted to

Marfay.

Michelle Kariuki as “Marfay”

Marfay is a young woman who escapes the Corey plantation with her husband, Basammer,

where both were enslaved. She is compassionate yet pragmatic. She will do anything to ensure

they make it across the Mason-Dixon line.



supporting

Ross Denyer as “Mr. Jared Corey”

The scion of a slave-owning Virginia family, Jared Corey struggles to maintain a grasp on the

power he recently inherited.

Frank Sean Johnson as “Joshua”

An older freedman who risks his life crossing back over the Mason-Dixon line to broker a deal.

Joshua is under no illusions about the realities of "freedom" for a black man.



Laurence James Sargent as “The Bounty Hunter”

Hired by Mr. Jared Corey to bring in Basammer and Marfay. A dispassionate man who

considers himself fair and reasonable.

Featuring

Brian Rock as “the Deer Hunter”

Michael Arrington III as “Woodman”

Jaimee Friend as “Sisyphus”

Bradley "Bing" Ingersoll as “the Overseer”

Melania Zalipsky as the “Frontier Girl”



Marian Edmiston as “Mrs. Tilley”

Adrienne Alexa Nicole Smith as “the Mother”

Sydney Rushing as “the Daughter”

Jackie McClain as “the Aunt”

Dan Griffin as “the Guard”

L-R; Jackie McClain, Adrienne Smith, Sydney Rushing, and Dan Griffin

Norma Jean Vargus as “the Guide”

Mike Fish and John Carl Jr. as “Bounty Hunters”

Dyrrell Williams, Magician Rex , and Muzwakhe Sithole as “Field Hands”



L-R: Bing Ingersoll, Dyrrell Williams, Magician Rex, Muzwakhe Sithole, and Ross Denyer

Keith Diahn as “Man at Fence”

Marlene Usdin as “Overseer on Horse”

l-R: Keith Diahn, Marlene Usdin, and Norma J. Vargus

ADR Actors
Hameis El-Sheikh

Amaresh Heli Sanka

Horse Riders
Danee Rudy
Davin Rudy
Lita Savage

Jess WolfskilL



Production Team

L-R: Daniel H. Jacobson, Ross Denyer, and Ray Hungria in Oaxaca, Mexico

L-R: Dan Jacobson, Raz Birger, and Lyndsey Hinkle on location.



Daniel H. Jacobson
Producer, Screenwriter, Director, Editor

Daniel H. Jacobson is an American-Israeli filmmaker. Born and raised in Lancaster, PA, he

moved to Tel Aviv, Israel in 2008 after graduating from Clark University in Worcester, MA with

a degree in Government and International Relations.

After completing his military service in an IDF combat brigade, he worked odd jobs while

exploring film schools, eventually landing at Minshar.

Dan's 2019 Israeli short film, the Hebrew-language thriller "Down the River" won several

awards for its cast and crew, including "Best Actress" for Heli Amaresh Sanka at the 2020 New

York Independent Film Festival. Dan himself was awarded "Best Screenplay" at the same event.

"Down the River" also won a Gold Remi from the 53rd Worldfest Houston Festival and among

other honors.

In late August 2020, mere days after he completed principal photography on "1805", Dan was

one of four featured panelists in the 2020 Bucharest International Film Festival's special event

"Socially United in Cinema", where “Down the River” screened to wide acclaim.

Raz Birger
Producer, Director of Photography

Raz Birger is an Israeli-Hungarian cinematographer based in Budapest. Raz served as D.P. on

Jacobson’s award-winning Israeli short “Down the River”.  Other credits as D.P. include Oz

Zirlin’s “Adane and Yaleo” which screened at the 2022 Jerusalem Film Festival and Dor Pe’er’s

“Bordo'', which screened at the 2021 Hollyshorts film Festival.

Raz carefully planned each shot around the unique choice to shoot the film on an old Angenieux

25-250mm zoom lens, notably used by Stanley Kubrick in “Barry Lyndon'' and a favorite of

American auteur Robert Altman.



Ross Denyer
Producer, Actor

Ross Denyer is a writer, director, actor, and producer based in Los Angeles. Ross and Dan met at

the 2019 Oaxaca Film Festival and began collaborating soon after. Ross’ award-winning film,

“Tell No Tales” screened at the festival.

From the start, Ross has been an integral piece of the “1805” team.

Ray Hungria
Producer

Ray Hungria is a New York-based screenwriter, director, and producer. Ray, Ross Denyer, and

Dan Jacobson met at the 2019 Oaxaca Film Festival where Ray’s film, “Jenni” was awarded

“Best Short Film” in its category.

A veteran of the industry, Ray helped shepherd the production through some of the challenging

aspects of the pre-production process and organized the cast and crew on the initial shooting

day.

Lyndsey Hinkle
Associate Producer, Production Designer

Lyndsey Hinkle is a designer based in Reading, PA. It was Lyndsey’s responsibility to believably

create period-accurate sets, props, and art on a minuscule budget. Needless to say, where the

film achieves its lofty aims at authenticity, it is a direct credit to Lyndsey’s talent and dedication.

George Winchell
Associate Producer, Gaffer

George worked alongside director of photography Raz Birger as gaffer, which was a unique

position given the fully outdoor production. Almost the entire film was shot using natural light,

so George carefully scheduled the shots to correspond with the sun’s position in the sky as per

the needs of any given scene.

Jerome Kilduff, Jr.
Associate Producer, Sound mixer

In addition to his duties as soundman, Jerry functioned as the set’s official “Jack of all trades”,

rescuing the production multiple times in a myriad of clever and unexpected manners.

Phillip “Bud” Homans, Randi Jacobson, and William Jacobson
Co-Producers

Without their contributions, none of this would have been possible.



Production Crew

L-R: Victoria Waring, Keara Kobzowicz, Nick Hess, and Raz Birger on Location

Assistant Directors
Nick Hess (1st)

Keara Kobzowicz (1st)
Cameron Frassetta (2nd)

Victoria Waring (2nd)
Wulfar Ramsey (3rd)

Assistant Camera
Gregory Ressetar

Grip
Bill Stoms

Costume, Wardrobe, and Stunts
Hanna Weiss

Makeup
Maleeva Epperson

Production Assistants
Andrew Adams
Andrei Saylor



Post-Production Team

7th Floor Composer Group
Original Musical Score

7th Floor Composer Group is a team of four composers based in the United States consisting of

George Hutson Warren, Fadi Khoury, Pierce Constanti, and Pano Fountas.  Members

have composed for award-winning films including student Oscar and student BAFTA-winning

documentary "Making Waves", student BAFTA-shortlisted documentary "Use Your Words", Los

Angeles Film Awards and New York Film Awards-winning film "Nowhere Man", and Gold and

Special Jury Remi Award-winning independent feature film "Lone Star Deception".

Yuval Bar-on
Sound Designer

Prior Credits:
Valley of Tears, King Bibi, The Golem, Plan A, Jeruzalem, Hatufim (Prisoners of

War), The Voice (Israel), The Amazing Race (Israel), The Office (Israel), Death
on the Nile (ADR Mixer), Foxtrot (ADR Mixer)



C. Ryan StemplE
Colorist

Quicksilver Color

Prior Credits:
Empire, Honest Thief, American Masters: Marian Anderson, Triumph, The Chi,

Crisis

Orchestral Services Provided by Musiversal

Orchestra
Budapest Strings

Conductor
Péter Illényi

Music Producer for Musiversal
João Bruno Soeiro

Pro Tools Engineer for Musiversal
Péter Barabás

Recording Session Manager for Musiversal
Rita Tulha

Visual Effects Artist
Matthew Kitchen



ADR Recording Studio - New York, NY

Dubway Studios

Marc Frongillo - ADR Engineer

ADR Recording Studio - Los Angeles, CA

Prime Rib Productions

Philip Rohr - ADR Engineer

ADR Recording Studio - Tel Aviv, Israel

Jungle Sound

Final Mix Recording Studio

Jungle Sound - Tel Aviv, Israel

Casting Services

Actors Access & Backstage

Equipment Rentals

LensRentals & Sharegrid

Production Insurance

Supple-Merrill & Driscoll, Inc.

Crownstone Boundary Marker Designed and Built by Paul Silverman of Lirio
Design House in Lancaster, PA

Antique Firearms Provided by John Carl Jr. and Laurence James Sargent

Antique Knives Provided by Wulfgar Ramsey, Greg Ramsey, and the Drunken
Smithy

Production Company

The 1805 Project LLC


